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FREF AOE 



The great educational efforts of the Seminaries atid 
Colleges of Lower Canada for the last half century, 
are abundantly testified, aj the present moment, by the 
number and activity of their old pupils presenting 
themselves in the periodicals of the day, as candidates 
for literary fame. 

History, biography, poetry, fiction, and even the fine 
arts, have each now in Lower Canada their shrine, 
with devotees, whose ofierings are characterized by 
no meaji talent. 

Their fellow countiymen seem to welcome this 
dawn of a new epoch in tbeir literary history with a 
national pride and gratitude, and to accord their 
efibrts a hearty encouragement. 

" Le Foyer Canadien " or '* The Canadian Hearth," 
and " Les Soir4ea Canadiemus *' or " Canadian 
Evenings," are the two most popular serials, in 
which the old people are hastening, as it were, to 
deposit dte badiUcme banded down to them, — as well 
as their own interesting reminlacences of the habits, 
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ensloms and old lyrica of their forefathers, — to preserve 
them fcH" the future use of the historian. While the 
yonnger generation are contributing through the same 
channels,' their songs, based on more classic models, 
and their stories of evety day life, often fall of practical 
and enlightened instruction. * 

But added to these sonrces of literary supply, are 
to be found contributions firom men of the highest 
literary pretensions, and upon subjects of such general 
interest and usefiilness, as to call for a translation for 
the purpose of diffusion beyond the limits of Lower 
Canada. 

The Abbe Ferland,f professor of history in the 
University of Laval, a learned and popular writer of 
much ability, has, during the last year, given a series 
of articles to " Le Foyer Caiutdieriy'" constituting 
collectively a memoir of Monseigneur Plessis, Bishop 
of Quebec. 

This brief but interesting memoir, as translated io 
the following pages, shows that Monseignenr Plessis 
was one of those gifted men, who combined with 
transcendant talent those eminent virtues to which 
men in all ages have universally agreed to accord 
their homage. Mgr. Plessis would have been great 
in any. walk of life — whether as an administrator, a 
soldier, a lawyer or a divine. 
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Eveiytbing that falls fiom hU pen or his lips bears 
the stamp of genius ; nothing could be more tenderly 
eloqoent than his letter of consolation to the burnt 
ont UrsuUne Nuns of Three Rivers, — ^nothing more 
inspiriting than his addresses to the Militia,--~notbing 
more masterly and conclusive than the logic and 
equity displayed in his memorial presented to the 
British Government on the civil and religious rights 
of his feUow countrymen. 

A life of Mgr. Pleesis is a record of the most 
stirring and important events in the history of Canada. 
It was long a question after the cession of the Province 
by France to England, whether the cruel persecutions 
practised in Ireland should be repeated on their 
co-religionists of " New France." 

At the very period that mea illostrious as statesmen 
and warriors were sent to govern conquered India, 
with ioatructions to respect the obscene and inhuman 
ntcB c^ the Hindoo, — the destinies of Canada were 
at times committed to men whose blind audacity 
led them to believe that they could suppress both the 
language and religion of the descendants of the most 
polished and sensitive race known to civilization ; 
a language which every Court in Europe had sub- 
Btituted for its own, a religion that had been 
illns&Mftd by the unrivalled discourses of Bossnet, 
Bourdaloue and Massillon ; discourses so free from 
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polemics, so impregnated with sublime truths, that 
no instructed infidel could read Tvitboat emotion, 
and no sincere christian of whatever sect witboat 
veneration, 

The small oligarchy of that day, formed of men 
holding patented otfices of the Crown and irrespoD' 
sible to the people, seriously proposed lo renew, in 
Canada, the tyr^ny of the 1st Charles : to confisdate 
the property of the subject, in order that Uiey might 
govern the colony without resorting to the will of th« 
people as expressed by tlieir representatives. 

Against this injustice Mgr, Plessis opposed himself 
with the whole force of his powerful and active mind. 
Strange as it may sound to the protestant ear lit 
Canada, taught lo believe that toleration is confined 
to the nanowest sectarian limits, Mgr, Plessis, throogh 
hie whole life stmg^e, was the great ehampicoi of 
constitutional freedom-'-of toleration tmd of civil 
and religions liberty. Thronghoot this memoir, be 
is constantly found to be enunciating those great 
constitutional axioms which have formed the prin- 
ciples of every leading Reformer, &om Hampden 
down to Sir James Mcintosh, Lord Holland and 
Joseph Hume ; and it was by the aid and advocacy 
of these last named 8late;»Tten that the liberties of the 
Canadians were ultimately assured. 

He warred against the principle of mak^^ the 
interests of the multitude subservient to the benefit 
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of the few. He preacheii and practised the staunchest 
loyalty aad good faith to the Crown ; but exacted 
loyalty and good faith in return — he spumed all bribes, 
though often reduced to the narrowest straits. 

Instead of being obnoxious to the old charge made 
against the catholic system, of keeping the people in 
ignorance, he was untiring in his efforts to extend a 
most liberal education to the masses. " Yes, enlarge 
your scale, aim at a more extended education," these 
were his instructicms to his clergy. 

With indomitable courage, perseverance and an 
irreproachable life, it is not difficult to understand 
how such a man would imite the interests and wield 
the whole strength of his fellow countrymen, thwart 
his opponents at every turn, and sink to rest crowned 
with success and victory. 

T. B. F. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTICE 



M0N8EIGNEDR JOSEPH OCTAVE PLESSIS, 



FIRST PART. 



Joseph Octave Pleasis was bom at Montreal, on the 
Srd March, 1763, about the time that Canada was defi' 
nitely ceded to England by the French. 

His parents, respectable artizatis, had preserved 
the old type of simplicity, of honesty and of attache 
ment to religiotts duties, which distinguished the old 
French families of the middle class, in the Colony («F 
la Nouvelle France. Loyal, virtuoua and clever in 
his calling, Joseph Plessis-Belair, father of the fatnre 
Bishop, had acquired a certain ease, by his industry, 
and by the order he maintained in his house. His 
ancestors arrived in this Country about the beginning 
of the 18th century, and fixed their residence in the 
immediate neighbourhood of Montreal, at a place 
now known by the name of the Tanneries of Belair. 

Louise MenEud, the wife of Louis Plessis, was one 
of those christian women that make the happiness of 
a family, and whose lessons and example, leave such 
a salutary influence in the hearts of their children. 
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The Gallic blood, which ran in the veins of young 
Plessis, had also a small mixture of British blood ; 
for one of hia grandmothers, of the name of French, 
was bora in New England. When very young, she 
was carried off with two of her sisters by the Iroquois 
of the Saalt-Saint-Louis. Two of the poor captives 
were placed and raised in families at Montreal, and 
were married to Canadians : the third, adopted by 
an Iroquois chief, took the language, the costume and 
the habits of the Iroquois women of her village, but 
she would never consent to marry, either with an 
Indian or a Frenchman, f 

Raised in the bosom of such a christian family as 
that of Joseph Plessis, yonng Joseph Octave, could 
receive nothing but examples of order, regularity and 
virtue. Every evening the children and the appren- 
tices were gathered round the elders of the house, 
joining in prayer, reciting their beads and listening to 
a lecture of piety. The apprentices, always selected 
for their character and morals, were treated as children 

t Uer. Plesaiarelatnlbalbe weatsomelime* totay Mug at the viJlage 
vhere ia Annt lived. From Ihe Sscrutry, he could see the lodtaiie as ihey 
enieied ihe Chapel belixe the service, nui^iag- tbemKlTes, the mea on oot; 
side and the women on the other. It was difficult to perceii'a their 
fealnrea which were partly covered. But he conld always recognize his 
Aunt, wbo«e tall flgure end European walk, duUnguished her Irom her 
cinaiiaaians. 

Tbe tate Mr. Davetny, formeily old cure or Iiolbiniere, waa a grandson 
ofooAol'the ladies wlio bore the name of French. In &ct, a great numher 
orCanadian Tamilies, reckoned among: their ancestors, Ihe dRughters of 
English lamtliel captured by Indians domiciled near Montreal and at Saint- 
Frani^-du-Iiac. These were always respected by the chriatiaii wamors 
when captured, and ordinarily adopted into Canadian families. Somelimes 
however, they preferred rBmaining among the Iroquois women whom they 
were accustomed to regaid as their molhera or sisters. 

When DeerluU, a town in Massacbuuels, waa taken by Hertel in 1704, 
the Indians and Ihe Canadians who accompanied him, maue a great many 
prisoners, and among ottiers the Minister of the place, Williams end many 
of his ehildrtn, la 1T06, Williams and G7 other English prisoners obtained 
their liberty with permission to return to Deerfield. Gimice, however, 
one of ihedanehlnaorWilliams, had been adopted by one of Ihe Iroquois 
faraiUea of Ihe Saull, and bad become a catholic. In spite of the solicita- 
tions ofherpaTents, she refused to leave the village, and some years alter, 
married an Iroquois. Eunice visited her parents in New Engiaod from 
time to lime ; but she persisted in retaining the Iroquois coalnme and in 
telling her beads, to (he great annoyance of her two brothers, who had 
tiecome Ministers themseTves. From Eunice WiUiama, wasdaacended Ihe 
eccenlric Eleazer Williams, who thouch horn at the Satlil-Saini- Louis, 
pretended nevertheless to be the son ofLouls XVI. 
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of the house, and their condact was watched, with the 
greatest care. Once a month, in company with their 
master and his two sons Joseph and Louis, they resor- 
ted to the church for confession, and it was under the 
eyes of their raaaler that they assisted at t!ie offices of 
the church on Sundays and fete days. On her part 
Madame Plessis performed the same duties towards 
her three daughters, and the female servants of their 
establishment, 

A strong worker himself, M. Joseph Plessis ac- 
customed all who depended upon him to employ their 
time properly, and to be orderly in their labor. The 
forging for the year was always laid out in advance ; 
every species of work being accorded to its proper 
season, and the arrangement once determined upon, 
was invariably followed. 

The articles prepared in the establishment of M. 
Plessis, were nearly all destined for the commerce of 
the merchants of Montreal, with the Indians of the 
north-weat. Thus during the autumn and winter, the 
master and his workmen manufactured axes oi treaty • 
for the Indian trade. These they deposited in a store 
before they were completely finished, and the reason 
was this. The master of the forge, observed in all their 
rigour, the fasts ordained by the church. While for 
the remainder of the year, a fast of one or two days 
perweek,gavenohindrancetohisordinary lalaor; but 
as it would have been difficult to do as much during 
the forty days of Lent, he therefore reserved the lighter 
work for that season. At that time, the heavy ham- 
mers were allowed to repose on the anvil, and as there 
remained nothing more to do to the axes, but to polish 
and sharpen them, all the workmen could observe 
their fasts strictly, without overworking themselves 
and injuring their health. 

The same spirit of order that characterized their 
business arrangements, was ob3er\-ed in the delails of 
the domestic economy, which was presided over by 
the mother of the family. At the same time great 
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liberality was practised, leaving do room for complaint 
upon the part of the employes. With such examples 
before him, young Plesais early contracted that love of 
labour, that spirit of order, and that uprightness and 
firmness, which ever after marked his career. From 
his tenderest years, through the gaiety and irreflexion 
of childhood, his talents peeped out, assuming as be 
advanced in years, a solid and brilliant character. 
He received his first lessons in reading under the 
paternal roof, and at the same time was taught some 
chapters of the short catechism, a book too often des- 
pised, but which contains the principles of a profoimd 
philosophy and a sublime theology. 

The child grew, and day by day, displayed an incli- 
nation to the paths of virtue and science. His parents 
lost no lime in placing hira at the primary school, 
founded and sustained by the gentlemen of the Semi- 
nary of Saint-Sulpice, The rapid progress of the new 
pupil astonished his master; white his habitual gra- 
vity made him respected by his companions. But 
Jinder this serious demeanor, lay hidden a fund of 
innocent wit, breaking out from time to time, and which 
■did not always escape the notice of that redoubtable 
martinet father Lucette. 

This Father Lueette, was a respectable layman, 
placed by M. le cur6 of Montreal at the head of the 
parish school; the situation assured hira a modest 
salary, together with board and lodging in the Semi- 
nary. Without being learned, he succeeded in main- 
taining the dignity of his position, by a severe disci- 
pline which kept the most sprightly in awe. 

During nearly half a century. Father Lueette, of 
whom some wag out of revenge said, lucet d non lu- 
eendo, reigned with despotic will over the parish 
school of Montreal ; generation after generation came 
to seat themselves, not under the shadow of his crook, 
but of his rod. Of all the urchins who succeeded 
each other on those benches, not a single one had 
escaped a visit to the Black Cabinet, where the raas- 
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ter distribnted Cur|K>real chastisement, without any 
TCBpect of persons.* 

When tiiirty years later Joseph Octave Plessis be- 
came Bishop, visiting his native town for the first 
time after his consecration, Father Lucelte, whose 
careen age was passed, but who recalled with satis- 
ntction, the services that he had rendered to the yonth 
of Montreal, was one of the first to throw himself at 
the knees of the Prelate ; and to beg his blessing. 
" Monseigneur, said be, your benedictitm if you please, 
you will pardon mo, I am snre, the honor of naving 
given you the whip." 

" Very willingly. Father Lncette," replied the 
Bishop, '* but on condition that you never try it 



In the midst of the troubles which followed the 
taking of the conntry by the English, the higher 
schools remained closed. The Jesuit College after 
having been during a century and a half the centre 
of letters and sciences in New France, had been de- 
livered over to Lawyers and Soldiers, with the excep- 
tion of a small portion reserved and occupied by the 
old proprietors. The Seminary of Quebec, ruined by 
war and famine, and its very existence even threat- 
ened by the Government, could not collect the pupils, 
who had dispersed during the siege of the Capital. 

II Not a tingli out : pi!riiBp« that eiipr»sion » loo smmp-, for tradilioD 
says, Ihat b pupil, more running ihan biH pr«dereMc>r«, round meaoB of 
acaping tbe commrai lot. 

ForaeeiaEhii file, be look llie prroulion of driiving on seven pair or 
breeches. Tbe expelled srnlence was pflswft, and the condemned went 
^roaniog into the Black CaWnei. Amidst Ihe cries, lamentations and re- 
siMance of Ibe UD/bnunale, the preparationa Ibr the eiecuiion advenced 
ilowljr ! ram pan alter ramparl fell, andj-elibe place remained always out 
of reau'b of the red. Tbe pntiente of Father Lucette was enhausled, BDi) 
when, afttr the fall of the tonrlh covering, hesawbelorebim newenlrencb- 
ments, his rvd fell Trom his hand*, and he felt himself so badly beaten, thai 
he never dared lo renew ilie strufgle willi that ingenious adroriary. 
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The prospect for learning was deplorable ; a great 
number of well informed men had left the Colony 
with the debris of the French Army ; the ranks of the 
Clergy were thinned by death ; and the means of pro- 
curing a superior instruction for the youth of Canada 
was every day decreasing. 

The extent of the danger at length reanimated the 
courage of the irue friends of the country. The finances 
of the Seminary of Quebec improved bo visibly after 
the treaty of peace of 1763, that by the month of Oc- 
tober, 1765, the directors were able to open anew their 
boarding accommodation for those pupils, who desired 
to go through a course of classical studies. 

in the Government of Montreal, a respectable Priest, 
M. Curateau, began a Latin school at Long Point, 
towards 1773 ; shortly afterwards it was transferred to 
the Chateau Vaudreuil, which thus became the cradle 
of the College of Montreal. Probably it was in that 
place, and under the direction of M. Curateau, that 
the young Plessis learnt the rudiments of Grammar. 
The superior intelligence of the pupil advanced him 
rapidly ; however, it appeared that the Latin Gram- 
mar had not the same charms for him as History and 
Geography ; and for many years after he reproached 
himself with not having given as much time to the 
precepts versified by Despmitere, as to the works of 
Vosgien and RoUin. 

After having finished his coarse of Belle-Lettres he 
became disgusted with study, and testified a desire to 
remain at home with his father, rather than return to 
college. Like many other young men who have been 
through the first half of a classical course, he felt no 
inclination to plunge into the dry paths of logic, and 
the obscurities of metaphysics. Many a time after- 
wards lie ackijowledged his error, and proclaimed 
the immense services, that the one and the other had 
since rendered him, in rectifying his judgment, and 
extending the scope of his mind, and preparing it for 
the study of theology. 

M. Joseph Plessis, to whom the student communi- 
cated his project, did not desire to force the inclination 
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of his son ; but, on the other hand, he understood weU, 
thai it would not do to compromise the future of that 
son by indulging all his fantasies. He was Father, 
as the title was then understood, that is to say, he was 
the head of the family. And while ever ready to con- 
sider the reasonable requests of his son, he would have 
believed himself sadly wanting in his duty, had be 
allowed himself lo be drawn into sanctioning any of 
his ephemeral projects. " Very well, Joseph," he re- 
plied to the young man, " to-morrow -you will lay 
aside the scholars gown, put on the apron and go 
down with me to the forge. When you wish to re 
sume your studies, you can let me know." This was 
not precisely the answer the young student expected ; 
but it was necessary to submit, for according to an 
old expression, the word of his father was the word 
of a King. 

The day following, Joseph Octave PlessJs worked 
at the bellows, and struck the anvil ! The hours 
seemed long to the novice, little accustomed to manual 
labor ; in short for a student who felt that his strength 
lay in his intellect rather than in his muscle, the trial 
was very hard. Nevertheless, during a whole week 
he held up stoutly against the fatigue of the body, and 
above all against ihe vexation of spirit, deprived of its 
usual nourishment. 

At last the disgust and lassitude, superinduced by 
his new occupation, became insupportable, and he 
surrendered. With the consent of his father, young 
Plessis put off the ^pron, resumed the siudenl's dress, 
and in the autumn of 1778, left with his father, and 
some fellow pupils, to go aqd finish bis studies 
at the little seminajy of Quebec ; for the classes of 
rhetoric and philosophy had not yet been opened at 
Montreal. 

At that period thecommunicationsbelween the two 
-cities were attended with dilficulties which have long 
aince disappeared, but of which we may form some 
■opinion by the letters of M, Monlgolfier, Grand Vicar 
■of tne Bishop of Quebec, and Superior of the Semi- 
nary of Montreal ; every year towards ihe end of the 
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vacancies, he annouBced to M. Briand, that the papils 
of the iUstrict of Montreal coald not be present at the 
opening of the classes. 

" I moat inform your Lordship," he writes, the 35tb 
September, 1775, " that the scholars of this part, will 
not be able to assemble soon enough to begin the 
classes at the usual time. There are only fire veasels- 
before the town, and all freighted for the King. The 
scholars can obtain no passage in them. The barge» 
and bateanx, 'are also retained for the same service; 
They can then only go by land carriage, of which the 
most are unequal to the expense, whether for them- 
selves or their lu^age." 

On the 9th of October following, lie returns to the 
same subject in these terms : " The ecclesiastics and 
scholars destined for the SenHiiary of Quebec, arc all 
in a slate of embarrassment how to get there." 

Sometimes, at the commencement of the holidays, 
tired of waiting the departure of a schooner, which 
was never ready to w^eigh her anchor, and finding their 
purse very light, the more vigorous pupils would 
tindertake to. gain the paternal house on foot, walking 
all the way from Quebec to Montreal. These joiuneys' 
were full of amusement, and left the most agreeable 
souvenirs in the memory of the courageous pedestrians. 

The navigation by the schooners was very slow and 
tiresome, especially when ascending the river. It is 
related that some unfortunate scholars having left 
Quebec in one erf these small vessels, in the middle of 
of the month of August, and having passed five weeks 
in their narrow prison, arrived at Montreal at the mo- 
ment when the vacancies were closing. 

Very different was the land route for the strong and 
happy boys who preferred to follow it. Assembled 
in the chapel of the Seminary, the travellers joined in- 
a hymn to the protrectress of pilgrims ; then the 
joyous band filed out ; and in the middle of the 
great court, shouted a loud adieu totheir Jfmo Jlfal«r, 
and like a flight of buzzards in the autumn, directed 
themselves toward the west, which for them was the 
land of promise. 
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With six weeks holidays in the horizon, a light 
pack upon their shoulders, and a heart bounding with 
pleasure ; the young student travelled leisurely, some- 
times to the refrain of some popular song, sometimes 
cheered by the merry jokes and nbi^y laughter of his 
companions. Towards the middle of the day they 
rested upon the bank of some stream, or at the foot of 
some shady elm; the haversacks were emptied, and 
the provisions spread out upon the grass, soon disap- 
peared before the sharp appetites of the travellers. 
In the evening they knocked at the door of one of the 
la^e white houses which border the road from Quebec 
to Montreal, the costume of the seminarist procuring 
for them everywhere a favorable reception and a wel- 
come hospitality. La Grande Ckambre was placed 
at the disposal of messieurs les 4c<diers ; for them the 
fire was made to sparkle more cheerfully on the 
hearth, the whitest cloth was spread upon the table, 
and the plumpest omelettes followed in quick succes- 
sion from the frying pan. 

And in the bam, or upon the new hay, the tired tra- 
vellers went to sleep off the fatigue of the day ; where 
with abundance of fresh air, they slept more at their 
ease, and had no fear of disagreeable visitors. 

The sun up and all were on foot ; when, after a 
good bieakfest, the parse bearer of the party oi!ered 
to the kind mistress of the house, payment for the 
accommodation of the whole, he would be stopt 
by a refusal to accept any thing, and an invitation not 
to forget to call agaia on their way back. 

Monseigneur Plessis related often and gaily, the 
incidents of a journey he had thus made with some 
ecclesiastics and more vigorous scholars .of the class 
of philosophy. This episode of his student life had 
lef^ upon his memory the most agreeable recollections. 

At Quebec, the studies of young Plessis were 
continued with extraordinary success, and the fol- 
lowing testimony was given of him by an old 
professor of that venerable institution ; 

" Education," said he, " which ordinarily only 
serves to cultivate or embellish a barren and ungrateful 
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soil, did bat deve lope the rlchnessof his. With a natural 
and easy wit, at once broad and- solid, study had no 
difficulties that it could not smooth down, no distastes 
that it could not conquer, no obstacles that it cotild 
not surmount. Thus he made rapid progress in all 
his classes ; and though he had competitors and rivals, 
none could dispute with him the pre-eminence." 



in 



During the last year of his studies, M. Flessis 
understood that be was called to embrace the Eccle- 
siastical Stale. Though still very young, scarcely 
17 years of age, he had attentively considered what 
would be the best employment for his talents ; and 
he had concluded, that it was in the Priesthood, that 
he could effect the greatest amount of good for religion 
and for his country. After the catholic church, he 
loved Canada; and henceforth, this young man who 
was on the eve of attaching himself to the service of 
<3od, was strongly preoccupied with the fature des- 
tinies of his native land. 

On the 14th August, 1780, at the moment when the 
pupils were preparing for the holidays, M. Plesais 
received the tonsure from the bands of Monseigneur 
Briand. But as six years had to pass away before 
he could be admitted to the Priesthood, the Bishop 
judged it proper to employ him in teaching ; and the 
new Ecclesiastic was placed in chaise of the classes 
of Belles-lettres and Rhetoric at the College of 
Montreal. 

A vast memory, a correct taste, extended and 
various acquirements, rendered him eminently fit for 
the functions that he was called upon to fulfil. In 
commencing his course he had however, the mortifi- 
cation to discover that two of his pupils were more 
advanced than their master, in the Latin tongue. 
Dtspauth-e^ formerly despised, now took his revenge. 
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M. Plessis immediately set to work to make up for 
loat lime, and at the end of two weeks, he liad so 
well engraved on his memory _ the Latin precepts of 
the old grammarian, that forty years after, be could 
recite whole pages of him without faltering. 

The pupils stwn recognized the superior talents of 
their professor, who on his part, found an unspeakable 
pleasure in instructing, and qualifying himself to 
instruct others. He took great pleasure in the great 
writers of the Augustan Era, and had above all a 
particular taste for Horace, whose choicest pieces he 
had learnt by heart. Thus his position was so 
pleasing to him, that he did not wish to abandon it. 
In the latter years of his life he expressed great regret 
that he bad ever allowed himself to be drawn from 
the task of inslruction, the duties of which agreed so 
well with his tastes. 

In the month of October 1783, M. Plessis was call- 
ed to Quebec by Mgr. Briand, to fill the olfice of 
Secretary of the Diocese. Though he had not yet 
received holy orders, the Grand Vicars of Quebec, and 
of Montreal conjointly, had such confidence in his ca- 
pacity and discretion, that they suggested this nomi- 
nation as the best that could be made. 

For a whole year, Bishop Briand had suffered so 
much from a serious sickness, that he had found it 
imposible to attend lo business in a way that he could 
have wished. Hia coadjutor, Mgr. D'Esgly, was 
older than himself, and lived at St. Pierre, on the Is- 
land of Orleans. On the other hand, the Grand Vicar 
of Quebec, M. Grave, had to exercise important func- 
tions at the Seminary, of which he was one of the 
Directors. Thus a great part of the details of the 
Diocesan Administration fell upon the Secretary ; and 
these details were numerous and very complicated, 
for the Diocese of Quebec at that epoch, extended 
ftom New Orleans lo the coast of Labrador. 

By his discretion, his regularity and his aptitude for 
business, the young Invite proved ihat he deserved the 
entire confidence that his Superiors accorded him. His 
respect and devotion for the venerable Bishop, with 
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whom he lived, were withoDt bounds; and each day 
be endeavoured to imitate that beantifiil model of 
Ecclesiastical life that he had ever before his eyee. Be- 
tween these two men, so different in age and rank, 
but so worthy of one another, a profound sympathy 
was established ; founded upon a similarity of tastes, 
of sentiments, and of character. 

It was under a master so able and so virtuous, that 
M. Plessis formed hJs views of the Sacerdotal charac- 
ter, and acquired with out effort, that varied information, 
which snhsequently became so useful to him in the 
direction of the affairs of the Diocese of Quebec. In 
his conversations witli the old Bishop, he gathered 
much valuable information, upon the causes which 
had brought about the fall of tne French Government 
in Canada, and upon the men who directed the affairs 
of the Colony, before it had been ceded to England. 
These conversations doubtless had their influence 
on the opinions that M. Plessis formed, touching 
the merit of the two Governments. In considering 
the system of vexatious trickery organized against the 
church, and the people of the country, by some of the 
Cliiefs and subordinate employes, who were sent by 
the Court of Louis XV, at that time under the sceptre 
of Madame PompadiDur, he could not but admit that 
under the English Government, the Catholic Clei^y 
and rural population, enjoyed more liberty than was 
accorded to them before the conquest. 

The relations between the Bishop and his Secretary 
soon became modified, without however, being inter- 
rupted in their object. The failing health of Mgr. 
Briand prevented him from occupying himself as ac- 
tively as he could have wished in the affairs of the 
Diocese. The efforts that he made to relieve the 
spiritual necessities of his flock exhausted his strength, 
and his delicate conscience was much disturbed by 
this state of things. The Holy See therefore acceded 
to his representations, and relieved him of the burden 
which was overwhelming bim. On the 29th Novem- 
ber, 1784, the Prelate transferred to his Coadjutor the 
title and charge of Bishop of Quebec. 
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Mgr. D'Esgly haetened to call to his assistance a 
younger and strDns;er man. At Detroit, resided as 
Cor^ and Grand Vicar, a respectable priest who had 
been fonnerly Secretary of the Diocese and Superior 
of the Seminaiy of Quebec ; a preacher distinguished 
by the nnction and fluency of his discourses ; a man 
recommended by the purity of hia morals and his truly 
ecclesiastical life ; M. Jeau Francois Hubert had ac- 
quired the confidence of his fiishou, the esteem of his 
confreres, and the respect of his fellow citizens ; when 
his zeal induced him to offer for the mission of Detroit, 
far removed from the Episcopal City, and separated 
from the central portion of the Province by vast soli- 
tudes. It was upon this estimable priest that the 
choice of Mgr. D'Esgly fell. 

M. Hubert named Bishop of Almyre and Coadjutor 
of Mgr. D'Esgly by Pope Pius VI, was consecrated at 
Quebec the 29th November, 1786. He had to fix his 
residence in that city, and was charged with the 
greater part of the administration of the Diocese ; for 
the age and infirmities of the titular Bishop retained 
him in his parish at St. Pierre. 

Under these circumstances, the Coadjutor was glad 
to profit by the experience and light of M. Plessis, who 
had been promoted to the priesthood on the Uth 
March preceding. Though the new priest was oidy 
23 years of age, such was the general opinion enter- 
tained of his capacity, that his concurrence in the 
Diocesan administration appeared absolutely neces- 
sary. 

At the death of Mgr. D'Esgly in 1788, the Coad- 
jutor took possession of hi 3 seat, and appreciated more 
and more the talents of his Secretary. In 1789, 
some of the officers of the Government proposed to 
found at Quebec, a University, which might be used 
at once by catholics and protestants. The plan was 
artfully combined for placing the means of superior 
instruction into the hands of the enemies of the Ii>eiich 
race and of Catholicism. Its principal object was to 
employ the property of the Jesuits, to deprive the 
Canadians of their language and their religion, and 
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so artfully was the veil of the " ptiblic welfare " 
thrown over that project, that both Lord Dwchester 
and the Bishop of Capse, then Coadjntor, had fallen 
into the snare and favored powerfully the proposed 
institution. 

To these wire-pullers, Mgr. Hubert opposed a 
"orisdom and firmness beyond all praise, and succeeded 
in stifling the measure in its cradle. He drew up a 
memorandum and presented it to the Govemment, in 
which he demanded that they sbottld take " some 
measures for securing the Jesuits College, as well as 
their other property, to the Canadian people, under 
the authority of the Bishop of Quebec." That memo- 
randum, remarkable for the solidity of its reasoning, 
the soundness of its views, and the clearness of its 
style, was the result of a meeting, at which the old ■ 
Bishop of Qnebec and the Directors of the Seminary 
had assisted. The compilation of the document had 
been assigned to M. Plessis, who fulfilled his task to 
the satisfaction of both Bishops. 

The services rendered by the Seeretaiy, induced his 
Superior to find for him some agreeable post near his 
person, and two or three years afterwards a deplorable 
accident furnished the opportunity of doing so. 



IV 

M. Plessig is named Curl of Qnebec. 

The 2lat May, 1792, M. David Angustin Hubert, 
cur6 of Quebec, and a nearrelationof the Bishop, was 
drowned in going to the assistance of one of his 
brethren on the Island of Orleans. The boat in which 
he had embarked was deeply laden ; the wind blew 
with great violence. Not being able to withstand the 
agitation of the waves, which threatened to submerge 
the boat, her head was turned towards Point Levi, 
but in going round she shipped such a quantity of 
water, that she sunk near the shore, opposite the place 
called Ca&ane rfea Fires. Of twelve persons who 
were in the boat, ten were drowned, and among them 
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tbe cui6 of Quebec. By his zeal, his charity and his 
gentleoess, M. Haheit had rendered himself dear to 
all classes of society, and the news of hi^ death was 
received with universal regret. 

To fill up the place of a car& so generally beloved, 
might have been an embarassing task. Fortunately, 
the Bishop of Quebec had near him a model priest, 
who had shown himself on every occasion worthy of 
the trust that up to that time had been confided to 
him ; the spirit of order, the industry, the superior 
talents and eminent qualities which distinguished his 
Secretary, were so many guarantees that he would 
acquit himself with success in his duties as Cure of 
Quebec. 

M.PIessis, itistrue, had only asyet been six years in 
the Priesthood, but his gravity brought him as much 
respect as though he had been a clerical veteran ; his 
youth then, was no obstacle to his promotion. And 
these reasons decided Mgr. Hubert to confide to him 
the cure of Quebec, obliging him still to keep to the 
duties of Secretary. On the 2nd June, 1792, M. 
Plessis took solemn possession of his benefice, and 
gave himself energetically to the hard functions of the 
parochial ministry. 

We produce some remarks made on that occa- 
sion by M. Raimbanlt, in hie funeral oration over the 
great Bishop. " It is difScnlt," said he "to succeed 
to one of those rare men, whom Providence seems to 
have endowed, not only with a handsome exterior, btit 
with qualities the most captivating. Affable ways, 
gentle manners, and a happy temper, have invincible 
attractions ; what a trial then for his successor, if he 
present himself in a shape less pleasing; does not every 
one seem to reproach him, that nature has not endowed 
him in the satoe degree as his predecessor ? And 
should one be able in such a case, if not to cause tbe 
object of public affection to be forgotten, at least to 
conciliate men's minds and compel their esteem and 
confidence, we must confess, that such transcendant 
merits would be necessary to accomplish it, as would 
be a phenomenon rarer still than the first " 
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In short the zeal of the new Car6, and the tmshake- 
able firmness that he had displayed in some difScuit 
circamstan'ces, drew npon him from the commence- 
ment of his administration, many gmdges from those 
who had hoped to meet a hand less firm than that of 
the young Cur6. 

M. Plessis did not allow ihese minor miseries to 
impede him, but continued to fulfit his duties with 
the same exactitude and the same devotion. Such is 
the testimony rendered to him by a man who lived 
then in his intimacy. 

" What a spirit of order in the administration of 
that large parish ? A memory which forgot nothing 
of all the diverse affairs for which he had to provide. 
He forsaw all, not only of his own duties, but traced 
out the daily task of his coUaborateurs. In spite of 
the constant removals, in spite of the various concourse 
of persons and events, he knew all his parishioners 
by name ; he knew their wants, their affairs ; nothing 
escaped his sagacity and his foresight. Assiduons 
in the performance of the duties of a most laborious 
ministry, he was always ready at the confessional, 
whether to distribute the bread of the word of God 
by the methodical sermon, full of solid instructicot^ 
or to visit the sick in the Hof>pitaIs or prisons ; 
whether to concert with his Bishop upon the most 
thorny affairs, or to discuss the most abstract mat 
ters ; and all without ceasing a single day to devote 
some time to studies, analagous to his condition. 

In charging himself w^ilh the parish of Quebec, M. 
Plessis had no', ceased to act as Secretary of his Bishop. 
Above all, in secret and difficult affairs, the principal 
part of the writing and compiling was his by right. 
Still, for lightening the burden a litlle, they gaoe him 
an assistant Secretary, who was cluirged with the 
details of the office. His occupations had then be- 
come so numerous, that it was not only necessary that 
he should consecrate his whole days thereto, bnt often 
part of his nights. Rising at four in the morning it 
was rarely that he songht his bed before midnight ; 
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and often he was called from his ahort repose lo visit 
some sick person. 

The momenta of leisure that he could obtain, in the 
midstof his long watches, were religiously consecrated 
to some severe studies, especially those attached to 
the functions and duties of the priest. Such was his 
desire lo extend the circle of his acquirements, that 
he bethought himself of devoting to that study one 
night in each week. His robust temperament, and 
strong will, sustained him at first in this undertaking ; 
hut at the end of two or three months he was obliged 
'to renounce it, perceiving that after a night withont 
rest, he lost as much time the next day in struggling 
against a disposition to sleep, as he had hoped to 
gain by appropriating the preceding night. 

While occupying himself generally whh the reli- 
gious instruction ofhis parishoners, M. Plessis watched 
more particularly over the young people, whom he 
regarded as the moat interesting portion of his fold. 
When the children whom he had prepared for their 
first communion, had left the seats of the catechist, 
their Cur§ never forgot them ; he watched over their 
conduct ; called them before him to give them good 
counsel, and endeavored above all to inspire them 
with a distaste for those dangerous reunions, where 
in the midst of the pleasures and intoxication of the 
dance, so many young persons sacrifice their precious 
time, losing all taste for their religious duties, and 
often compromising their future. He loved to re* 
peat to them occasionally these words of Saint- 
Fraufoia de Sates : " / aay of dattces, that which the 
doctors Itave said of champignons : the best are good 
for nothing. I say the same of balhy the best are no 
good. Tftesfi recreationa are ordinarily dangerous ; 
they expel devotion from the mind, they cool down pow 
charity, and awake a thousand species of mischievous 
inclinaliona." 

To encourage a sound education among the work- 
ing classes, he founded some schools in the suburbs 
of Saint-John and Saint-Rochs, chose himself the 
masters and frequently visited the classes. 
2 
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When among the catechists, ot in the whoola, he 
met with some happy tempera, or superior minds, he 
engaged the parents to place them at college ; if the 
femi^ were not in a condition to bear the expenses, 
then the purse of the generons priest opened more or 
less widely according aa circumstances reqnired. 

The church, the bar, and the medical profession ; 
owed many of their most distingnished members to 
the wise discernment and liberality of the Cur£ of 
Qnebec. Sometimes when he discovered tianscendant 
talent, he charged himself with its cuhivation, in his 
moments of leisure. I will cite here an example of 
bis success in this line. One of his Vicars informed 
him one day, that he had remarked at catechism a 
child full of intelligence, but whose parents could not 
educate him for want of means. That was snilicient 
to excite the interest of M. Plessis ; the child was pre- 
sented to him, and was found to correspond exactly 
with the portrait that bad been traced of him. The 
Cui^ received him in his house, gave him lessons 
when he had time, and at the end of seventeen months 
the scholar had learnt all his Latin grammar, and 
finished his course of the Bdlea-Letirea. He was 
then placed in the little Seminary, and entered upon 
the class of Rhetoric, where he took the first places, 
without, however, fatiguing himself with work. After 
finishing these studies with distinction, he declared be 
had no taste for the ecclesiaelical state ; and his pro- 
tector then procured him the means of studying law. 
This pupil of M. Plessis, remarkable for his wit and 
facile eloquence, shone al the bar and rose rapidly to 
the head of his profession ; and 'when age and expe- 
rience had ripened his talents, he was called to preside 
over the old House of Assembly, and at a later period, 
was known as Chief Justice Remi Valli^res, of the 
Lower Canadian Bench. 

As a preacher M. Plessis had many different quali- 
ties from those which distinguished his predecessor. 
Full of gentleness and unction, and remarkable for his 
elegant manners, M. David Hubert had a particular 
talent for reaching and moving the hearts of his audi- 
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toiy. In tfae palpit Ihe gestures of M. Flessis weie 
noble ; his speech grave, clear and convincing, was 
well aaited lo instract and enlighten ; bat rarely to- 
touch. His instructions were never very long, and 
they were thus always listened to with pleasure and 
profound attention. 

In the midst of the efforts of M. Flessis to direct 
and instmct his parishioners, he perceived that many 
among them escaped the influcDce of his ministry ; 
these were some Catholic families of British origin 
who were established at Quebec. Though very few, 
they had a right to the special solicitude o/t heir pastor, 
whose duty it was to provide for their gpiriiuat wants, 
and protect them against the seductions of heresy^ 
The charitable Cure wished to put himself in direct 
relations with ihero ; and with that object in view,, 
notwithstanding hismultiplied occupations, he applied 
himself with ardor to the study of English, and thanks 
to his application and good memory, he could at the 
end of some months speak it and write it correctly ;. 
but he never mastered the pronunciation. So that 
when he preached in that language, he would some- 
times meet with rebellious ears, who could not seize 
the sense of his best discourses. He was the £r8t tO' 
joke upon this subject, and he was fond of depicting 
the bewilderment of an honest Irish woman, who after 
listening to the advice which he had given her ill 
English, -ended by declaring that she did not under* 
stand a word of French. 



Dtatta of H. Briuid — M. Flenii prononiH^a hu funeral oralioa. 

In the month of June, 1794, M. Pleseis had the grief 
to lose his old friend and protector, the venerable 
Biahop Briand, to whom had been given the title of 
Mgr. I'ancien, from the time that he had resigned his 
seat. 

Arrived at Quebec, the ITlhAugust, 1741, in quality 
of Secretary lo Mgr. Pontbriand, M. de Briand was 
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attached to Canada, which he regarded aa his second 
country, and to which he had, dnring 63 years, conse- 
crated his talents and his energy. By his loyalty, hia 
disinterestedness and his frankness, he had acquired 
die esteem and respect of the English Governors, who 
BQCceeded each other in the Province ; but very often 
he proved to them by his firmness, that he was capable 
of defending the interests of his religion, and the rights 
of his Diocese. 

" In my life I have never feared man," he wrote, 
during his last sickness to Lord Dorchester; " I reproach 
myself at present, that I am at death's door, and yet 
not sufficiently in fear of God, my redonbtable judge ; 
I know how to love, but not to fear. Kindness renders 
me weak and soft, but coarse and hard words find me 
a firm man." ^ 

M. Plessis was charged with pronouncing the 
funeral oration of the virtuous prelate, whose merits 
nobody knew so well, and he acquitted himself wor- 
thily of that task. He spoke of the two sieges that 
Quebec had sustained in the space of 16 years, and 
expatiated at great length upon the evils whicii bad 
afflicted the eonntry during many years before 
the conquest. He showed how divine Providence 
punished the guilty with the horrors of war and fa- 
mine, and preserved the colony from the misfortunes 
which were then assailing France. I will content 
myself with producing some passages of th&t remar- 
kable discourse. 

"The disorders which reigned in this Colony had 
been carried up to heaven, ai.d the cry for vengeance 
had provoked the anger of the most high. God deso- 
lated it with the horrors of war ; and, what was con- 
sidered by just souls as a plague still more terrible, 
the Church of Canada found herself widowed and 
without a bead, by the death of a prelate, who bad 
governed her for nineteen years. What a desolate 
■ prospect ! Ah ! what bitterness was then spread 
through every christian family ! every one complained 
of his unhappy fate, and was afflicted at not being 
ab!e to leave a country, where the Kingdom of God 
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seemed to be destroyed for ever. Oor conqaerom 
regarded us with a jealous and enspicioua eye, in- 
spiring us with nothing but horror ; we cocld not be 
persuaded that men, strangers to our. soil, to our 
language, to our laws, our customs and our worship, 
could ever render back to Canada, that which she had 
lost in changing masters." 

After having praised the liberality and humanity of 

the English nation, who had welcomed so generously 

the French Ecclesiastics, hunted out of the old mother 

- country of Canada by its demagogues and pbiloso- 

Shisers, the orator explained the ideas of the defnnct 
ishop, touching the results of the cession of Canada 
to England. 

" Far from giving into these errors," continued he, 
^* Mgr. Briana h«d scarcely seen the British arms 
placed over the gates of our City ; when he conceived 
in an instant that Gud bad transferred to F.ngland the 
dominion over this country; that with the change of 
possession, our duties had changed their object, that 
the lies that bad till then rinited us to France, had been 
broken asunder ; that our capitulations, as well as 
the treaty of peace of 1763, were so many new ties 
that attached us to Great Britain, in submitting us to 
her Sovereign ; he perceived that, which no body else 
seemed to siispecl, that religion herself would gain by 
the change of domination." 

M. Plessis recalled afterwards, the sentiments of 
profound attachment to France, which were engraved 
upon the hearts of the Canadians ; and he applauded 
very sincerely these noble souvenirs; but he strongly 
condemned the aspirations of some citizens who had 
wished to raise in the Province the standard of rebel- 
lion. Lastly, having shown the doctrine of the church, 
upon the obedience due to constituted authorities, he 
continued in these terms to develope the theory and 
practice of Mgr Briand, in respect to the established 
government. 

" Mgr. Briand held as a maxim, that there were 
no true Christians or sincere catholics, who did not 
submit themselves to their legitimate sovereign. He 
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liad luamt from Jesua Christ, that it was a duty' to 
«nder to Ccesar that which belongs toCoesar; from St, 
Paal, that every soul must be submissive to establi^ed 
authorities " 

" During the invasion of the Province by the Artie- 
Tioans in 1775, our illustrious prelate knew already 
the delicate state of feeling, or rather the illusion of a 
part of the people .... But he would bave ceased to ba 
great, if such a consideration had made him vary in 
his principles, or deranged his execution of them. 
Without then disturbing himself about the consequen- 
■ces, he hastened lo prescribe to ail the Curgs of his 
Diocese, the conduct they should preserve in that deli- 
cate circumstance. All received his orders with respect 
and imparted them to their fiock. The prelate prea- 
ched by example, enclosing himself in the besieged 
capital. God blessed that resolution ; the petals, 
after some incertitude, held finally to their duty, and 
defended themselves with zeal and courage. At the 
«nd of some months a favorable wind dispersed the 
tempest ; ihe Assyrians confused, withdrew in disor- 
<ler ; Bethulie was delivered, the Province preserved, 
and our temples resounded with songs of victory and 
■oi thanksgivings." 

In thus retracing the virtues and noble qualities of 
Mgr. Briand, M. Plessis depicted those which dis- 
tingaished himself. Firm as his friend, he also like 
him, honored sincerely legitimate authority, and taught 
others to do it honor ; to submit to the representatives 
of the law in all that belonged to them ; he knew how- 
ever, how to offer a resistance not to be turned aside, 
when they tried to encroach upon the rights of the 
church. There was one duty before which he never 
irecoiled : and that was, to render to Ccesar that which 
belonged to Coesar, but when cirourastancea deman- 
ded it, he never forgot the words of St. Peter, that it 
was better to obey God than to obey man. 
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SECOND PART. 



M. Plcuis nunal ooa^Lot of the Bufaop of Quebea — Letters fnaa Iko 
Duke of Sent— £cclcs«MiQalSociMrafa«iDlMiolie1—DelByuieipaditiBC 
the |»p^ Ball— CoDsecntian of A- FJeMu— I>e*tli of Mgr. Dcaao^- 
InUBllalion— M. B. C. Panet. 

For some years Mgr. Hubert felt his strength dimin- 
ishing rapidly ; the faliguet that he had experienced 
in his distant missions, and in visiting his vast diocese, 
had seriously injured his health. He ardently longed 
for some repose and tranquility, to prepare himseufoi 
death. Having received a favorable reply from the 
Pope, to his demuid that he might be relieved from 
his heavy burden, he was able to resign his seat in 
favor of Mgr. Denaut." 

The first care of the new titular, was to secure the 
assistance of a coadjutor still young, endowed with 
health and strength, and who might reasonably be 
expected to furnish a Icmg career m the exercise of 
the Episcopal functions. 

That man bad tieen prepared by providence. On 
the 4th September 1797, the Bishop of Quebec took 
posseasion of his seat ; two days after, some letters (^ 
the Grand Vicar to the Cur^ of Quebec, announced 
that he had chosen that worthy ecclesiastic for his 
coadjntor. 

The Clergy and the people had long regarded M. 
Piessis as specially destined to become the first pastor 
«f the Diocese, so that as soon as the retirement of Mgr. 
Hubert was known, all eyes were turned towards him, 
who for fourteen years, as Secretary, had taken so 

<a tbe lit September, 1797, Iw 
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laj^ a part in the govemment of the Diocese. M> 
Plessis was not yet 35 years of age, and yet he already 
possessed the confidence of his clerical brethren, and 
enjoyed great iDHnence among them, acquired by his 
talents, his knowlege and his yirtues. 

" Clever, and already trained up to the business, pos- 
sessing all the acquirements befitting the high duties 
of a Bishop, profoundly versed in the holy scriptures, 
Ecclesiastical History, the holy Fathers, the rites and 
usages of the church, he was^ver distinguished by a 
great fund of piety, virtue and zeal. None other 
seemed so capable of sustaining the honor of religion, 
and of serving his country in the rank of first pastor of 
the Church of Canada." 

This appreciation of the merits of M- Plessis, made 
thirty years after, reproduces faithfully the judgment 
held hy his co-temporaries. 

His attachment to the rules of the church, and his 
fidelity in exacting from all, a strict observance o£ 
them, had often displeased men accustomed to com- 
mand, and to eneouter no refusals to their demands. 
Thus, the Duke of Kent, who during his sojourn in 
Canada, Iiad become acquainted with the Cur6 of 
Quebec, believed it his duty to give some advice to- 
Sir Robert Prescott, Governor trf" the Province. In a 
letter written from Halifax, on the 1 6th October, 1797, 
the Duke expressed his anxieties on this subject. 
" As to the coadjutor M. Plessis," he told the General, 
" I believe it my duty to inform you that he is a man, 
in whom you will find perhaps, that it is not prudent 
to repose too much confidence. I knew him while he 
was Secretary to Bishop Hubert, and it was well 
known during my residence in Canada, that he en- 
tirely governed the Bishop and the Seminary, and 
induced them to adopt c^inions quite incompatible 
with our ideas of the supremacy of the King in Eccle- 
siastical affairs." 

" I know," he wrote afterwards, " that while I 
resided in Canada, the late Bishop Hubert, objected 
strongly to remit to the Government a list of the nomi- 
nations made to parishes, and as we believed that 
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delate entirely guided by the present coadjutor, that 
refosal was regarded by ihe most zealous smbjects oS 
bis Majesty in the country, as one of tlie nameroos 
teascms which placed M. Plessis in a donblfnl posi- 
tion with respect to his loyalty towards Great Britaiii.*^ 

The Duke of Kent wished the choice to fall npoa 
an old Cure incapable of filling the duties of a Bishop^. 
In learning the intention of the Prince, M. Plessis 
wlio had at first refused the milie, now understood 
that for the welfare of the Church of Canada, it waa 
his duty to accept the otfers of Mgr. Denaut. The 
Governor's Secretary, M. Ryiand, then a friend of the 
Cunfe of Quebec; smoothed the way, and General 
Prescott accepted the man that public opinion indi- 
cated as most worthy of the Episcopate. On the SOtb 
September, 1797, Mgr. Denaut informed Cardinal 
Gerdil of his success. "Providence has watched 
over the Church of Canada : 1 have obtained for coad- 
jutor one well versed in Ecclesiastical atfairs, well 
acquainted with the Dioceae, and possessing the 
confidence of the soundest part of Ihe Clergy and the 
esteem of the people." 

Convinced that M. Ryiand had rendered a veritable 
service to the catholic religion, in removing from the 
episcopal dignity an incapable subject, M. Plessis 
addessed his sincere thanks to the secretary, who 
afterwards took advantage of that act of courtesy. 

Though as yet only occupying the second rank in 
ttw Diocese, the Coadjutor elect, did not delay to give 
some proofs of the spirit of organization and soli- 
citude for ameliorating the lot of a very estimable part 
of the diocesan clergy, which animated him. He 
conceived at this period the project of forming a 
society for giving aid to infirm priests, who, after spend- 
ii% their days in poor missions, found theroselvea 
sometimes deprived of neceiMaries, and abandoned to 
tba chari^ of strangers. Desirous of furnishing to 
ihis brother clergy the means of assisting one another 
in their misfortunes, he put on paper the basis of a 
society of mutual assistance, and furnished with that 
plan carefully prepared, he invited eight of his con- 
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freres to unite witb him at the bouse of his good Mend 
M. DeGoise, Cure of Saint Michel. M. Plessis luv- 
ingbeen named President of the Assembly, developed 
^advantages of hie project, and had the ple^nre i^ 
seeing it adopted by his oDofreres. He has theiefoFea 
good right to be reganled as the fotmder of the Eccle- 
siastical Society of Saint Michel, " the principal ol:^eot 
of which, was to put the associates in a fair way sf 
aiding one another, in case of infirmity, offsickness, 
of old age or invalidity."* 

This retiring fund tor infirm priests was established 
the 5lh June, 1799 ; it was so wisely organized hr 
its founder and his friends, that it maintains itself 
floarishingly to this day, and has falfiUed the objects 
for which it was instituted to the general satisfaction 
of the associates. 

To return to the supplication of Mgr. Denant, to the 
Papal Court, on behalf of his Coadjutor, it is not 
astonishing that he should have waited a long time 
for the reply ; in those troubled times the relations of 
particular churches with the chief at the Univenal 
Church, were interrupted ; and continued to be so 
during many years. On the 10th of Felaniary, 179S, 
by order of the Directory, General Berthier entered 
Rome with his army, and took the Castle of Saint 
Angelo, in the name of the French Republic. On the 
20th of the same month, Pius VI was forced to leave 
the Vatican, and was conducted to Floienoe nnder 
the guard of a detachment of Cavalry ; drawn from 
prison to prison, the Holy Father died at Vienna in the 
month of August 1799. 

Daring the captivity of its legitimate SoTerei|^, 
Rome had been delivered to the disorders always 
accompanying a state of anarchy ; in oonseq«eiice of 
which the Cardinals assembled at Venice to choose 
ft successor to the venerable pontiff. Cardinal Ghia- 
ramoMe was declared elected on the I4th Mareh, 
1600, and out of respect for the memory of hie pre- 
decessor took the name of Pius VII. The new P<^e 

* Rale* oftheEccteiLHtMJSocicljr of Saint Iiiubel,wt. J. 
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hastened to regulate the business which had acco- 
mnlated during the bondage of Pius VI ; bnt it was so 
great that the Bulla by which M. PlessiH wag named 
Bishop of Canathe, and Coadjutor of Qnebec, were 
not expeded lill the S6th April, 1600. 

At this period Bishops were scarce in North Ame- 
rica : the nearest to Canada was Mgr. O' Donnell, Vicar 
Apostolic of Newfoundland, and Mgr. Carrol}, Bishop 
of Baltimore. As neither of ihese two could very 
easily reach Quebec, above all during the winter, 
Mgr. Denaut, in order to consecrate his coadjntor, web 
obliged to have recourse to the assistance of two 
priests, Messrs. Pouget, Car6 of Berthier, and Ber- 
trand, Curi^of River-du-I.oup. The ceremony took 
place in the Cathedral, the «5th January, 1801, in 
presence of the most distinguished persons of the 
Province, as we learn from an eye witness. *' What 
an interesting spectacle," he says, *' was that of his 
consecration, in which we viewed him, his brows en- 
circled with the sacred bandeau, and decorated with 
the insignia of the Episcopate by the hands of the 
consecrating pontiff ; and could contemplate him in all 
the pomp ofsacerdotal sovereignty. The presence of 
the represeDtative ol his King, of so many personages 
commendable by their rank, was a presage of the 
favor that he has since deserved from all classes of the 
community." 

After his consecration, Mgr. Plessis still continued 
to fulfil the functions of Cur£ ; and to lighten the bar- 
den of the titular Bishop, who bad returned to bis 
parish of Longueuil ; sharing the details of the ad- 
ministration of the Diocese, and especially the bnii- 
ness of the district of Quebec. 

The unexpected death of Mgr. Denaut took place 
on the 17th January, 1806, and the Bishop of Canathe 
ascended to the Episcopal seat of Quebec, sooner 
than he desired; he however, took the reins of the 
Ecclesiastical Government with a firm hand, and as a 
man who had been a long time accustomed to exercise 
authority. Immediately after his inauguration he 
presented to the Cle^y his future coadjutor, the Curfi 
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ot Rivieie-OQelle, M. BernaTd Claude Panet, and 
announced that he hoped to obtain from the Holy 
Father Uie confirmation of that choice. M. Panet was 
a man extremely respectable, but there were many 
who deemed him too far adranced in years for the 
coadjutoiship, in fact he was ten years older than his 
Bishop, to whom he had taught Philosophy at the little 
SeniinaiT of Quebec. Mgr. Ples&is, whose views 
extended very far, reasoned differently. In the ordi- 
nary course of things, it was probable that his health 
and strength would sustain him many years, and that 
he would live at least as long as M. Panet. He could 
ihtis prepare for the Episcopacy, some youngmember 
of the Ciergy, who, at the death of the Iwi^old Bishops, 
would be ready to replace them, and maintain the 
established traditions. Providencp ordained that it 
should be otherwise, for the pupil that he had prepared 
as his successor, M. Pierre Flavien Turgeon, did not 
ascend the episcopal seat of Quebec, till twenty-five 
years after the death of his venerable friend. 



The new Bl»hop'i fim aitdress to his l>ioceM — Ptojecl of dividJD^ 111* 
Dioeeae o( Quebec— M. Alexander MbcDodpH — Burning and rebuilding 
of the Convent of Ihe Unulines al Three-ttivi^— M. Burke, Cute of 
Halilax, euempla lo establi:^h a Calholic Colleg«— Collvga ofNicolel. 

In his address upon entering office, the Bishop of 
Quebec developed as the rule which was to guide 
him the words of the Great Apostle : " I w^ill employ 
myself willingly in every thing that I can, and I will 
employ myself beyond my strength for your welfare, 
and above all for the salvation of jour souls." 

During the whole course of his Episcopacy, he 
worked without relaxation, to prove that he had truly 
adopted the advice of St. Paul, and that he desired to 
put it into practice. He knew beforehand that 
numerous difficulties awaited him in his career, if he 
would fuffil the duties of a Bishop, and he wished to 
do so with all the sincerity of his heart To one of his 
Grand Vicars who wished him happiness and peace, 
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he replied : '* Common gratitude does not permit me 
to be indiiTerent to the wishes that you have formed 
for my happiness ; but it remains to be seen if the 
happiness oi a Bishop consists in any thing else, but 
crosses and difficulties, which may purify him and 
render him worthy of eternal glory." " 

With a rapid glance, he saw al once all the wants 
of his immense diocese, and undertook to provide for 
them without delay. One of his first thoughts was to 
have this diocese divided, that the vineyard might be 
more efTecIually cultiv&ted. In announcing the death 
of Mgr, Denant to Cardinal Pletro, Prefect of the Pro- 
paganda, he took the opportunity of broaching the 
subject, and expressed a hope that some day the 
Court of Rome would come to an understanding 
with the Court of St. James, for the erection of a Metro- 
polis, and some Bishoprics in British North America ; 
meantime he begged that the Holy See would allow 
him three Coadjutors — one at Montreal, one in Upper 
Canada, and the third in Nova Scotia. 

This division had already been proposed in 1789, 
by Mgr, Hubert, in a letter to Cardinal AntonelU ; 
but the measure had been deferred to a more conve- 
nient season, and in 1907 it appeared to be more easy 
to carry it oat. Mgr. Panet desired to fix himself at 
Montreal ; oil the other hand the possibility of estab- 
lishing a bishopric in Upper Canada was foreseen, 
and thus two parts of the original project were aboat 
to be realized. 

" I am busy now," wrote Mgr. Plessis in 1807, 
*' with a difficult task, that is, to get the government 
to agree to the establishment of a Catholic Bishop in 
Upper Canada. If the thing turns out well, I shall 
have the honor of recommending to the Holy See, the 
subject who seems to me best calculated for that 
place, and whom I have already placed among the 
number of ray Grand Vicars. "j- 

This Grand Vicar who had already resided in 
Upper Canada since three years, was Mr, Alexander 



Dictzed by Google 



MacDonell, a virtuous mUuonary, and of an eoter- 
pisine and courageous disposition. He had acquit^ 
ID Ireland an excellent reputation with the English 
Government, where he bad served some time as chap* 
lain to a Highland Regiment* 

The Bishop of Quebec would have been glad to 
have closed ttiis aAair aj^uick as possible, ana would 
Iiave preferred treating for it In person ; but the war 
which continued between Fiance and Great Britain, 
did not permit the subjects of the latter Id pass through 
France, without being exposeii to arrest and confine- 
ment ; under such circumstances, Mgr. Flessis could 
not undertake a voyage to Rome. The means of cor- 
responding with the Holy See became also very diffi- 
cult ; for most of the letters sent from Quebec to the 
Propaganda, were first delayed at Liverpool or Lon- 
don, and had to pass through Lisbon and Cadiz before 
finally reaching their destination. It was thought a for- 
tunate circumstance when these letters were replied to 
at the end of a year. It therefore became impossible to 
treat by letter a question so complicated, while so many 
obstacles existed to the transportation of despatches. 
Then the American war followed, adding its conse- 
quences and dangers to the Canadian traveller. All 
these embarrassments had the effect of delaying, till 
the re- establishment of peacp, all negotiations for the 
creation of new dioceses. 

In expecting that great question would work to the 
advantage of religion, Mgr. Plessis continued to carry 
out the plans laid down by his predecessor, and 
undertaking such new ones, as would offer to all his 
flock the benefits of a christian education. 

* Tbefint btiulorHighlanilcnihBl urivnlia Upper Cii]Bd& bad fol- 
lowed Rn Iiish Priest named McKenna. In 1776, M. Monlgdfierspoka 
of thetn in Iheie terms : " That miaaionar)' hoa been char^ with aceom- 
panyinga new coloDf of Hiablsader*, about 300 ia Dumber, who, tiaj 



Upper Canada, where they hope lo enjoy tha 
nofeilalion. They have >di«ady ,— — ' — 
Orang*, and iDtend lo Gx altogether in_ the laine ^tace wiib t 



Catholio religion without mofeatation. They have already airiTed at 



,, who alone underatantta Ihefr language, i have given hi in the 

oiijinBTv powen for miniiteringto hia itnlralBlinK pariah." Many yean 
after, Mr. Alexander MtcUDnei! joined to ibi* Gm troop a pajt of tlie 
BigUaadera who had been livenied ; the whole lormed the MUlemem of 
Qkaguiy. 
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A few monthB only after he had taken possessum 
<^ hie seat, providence famished him theocoasion of 
testifying his charity and his zeal in the re-establieb- 
tnent of a very preoioiis institatiDn. 

Mgr. de Saint-Vallier had built at Three-Rivera « 
convent, which contained some schools and -an hospital 
kept by the Ursnlines. This honse, rednced to a&hes' 
about fifty years after its foundatim, was re-established 
by the generosity of the clei^ and the faithful of the 
diocese. On the Snd October, 1806, a second fiie 
broke out, and in a few hours destroyed the monastery, 
the church and the hospital At the news of this 
misfortune, Mgr. Plessis hastened to supply the first 
necessities of the Sisters, and to procure them a retreat 
while their house was being rebuilt. 

To enable them to judge of the deep interest he took 
in their affairs and his desire to administer consolation 
in their afHictions, he addressed them in a letter 
worthy of a Bishop of the first ages of the church. 

" We have learnt," said he " that a cruel fire 
has reduced to ashes your Church and your Mo- 
nastery, and consumed in a few hours the work of 
many years. We cannot undertake to express to yon 
the first impression which that news made upon ns ; 
it was as painful as could be supposed in a heart sin- 
cerely afiectioitated towards yon in J. C, and which 
takes the most lively interest in ail which concerns 
you. We have represented to ourselves your flock, 
wandering about in the darkness of the ni^it, deso 
late, and not knowing what wonld become of yon, 
without home, without cloHting and without resour^ 

CCS To these afflictingrefleetionshave succeeded 

others less painful, and which doubtless you have had 
leisure to make before us : these ate, firstly, that the 
fire which has dislodged you from youi Monastery is a ' 
temporal accident, that you could neither forsee nor 
hinder, and which, however vexatious it may appear 
to the natural eye, is less so to the eye of faith, 
than would be one single sin that you had committed. 
Secondly, in this event we perceive the beneficent 
hand of the most high, who has wished to prove his- 
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servants We believe finally, that God in afflicting 

yoa, has desired to let you see that hia Providence is 
inexhanatible, and has given a means to the faithful 
of this Dioceae of exercising towards you a charity, to 
which there is nothing ever wanting, but the occasion 
to manifest itself." 

The Ursulines of Quebec opened their Convent to 
the Nuns of Three-Rivers, Sixteen of them profited 
by the invitation, while the others remained to watch 
over the reconstruction of their Convent. By his 
example, by his exhortations and addresses to all the 
parishes of his Diocese, Mgr. Ple^sis procured aid in 
abundance for the re-establishment of the Monastery 
and of the Hospital. 

All institutions that had for their object the glory of 
God, and the welfare of our fellow creatures, were 
assured of finding in the Bishop of Quebec a fiiend 
and a protector; he interested himself above all in 
works destined to furnish instruction to young people, 
and to guide them into the paths of virtue ; and though 
as yet only Coadjutor, he had given many proofs of 
his disposition in that respect. In a distant part of 
his Diocese, M. Buike, Grand Vicar and Curd of 
Hsdifax, had tried many years to establish a College 
for the preparation of students destined for the eccle- 
siaslical state. After having collected among the 
Catholics the necessary sum for covering the first cost 
of the enterprise, he was suddenly arrested in his pro- 
ceedings by the Government of Nova Scotia, who en- 
joined him to proceed no fiirther. That order was with- 
drawn at the cTid of three years ; and the works were 
then recommenced with a new ardor, and the build- 
ings soon prepared for the reception of the pupils ; but 
it was necessary to obtain professors. In 1805, M. 
Burke addressed himself to the Jesuits who had reti- 
red to Russia. Through the medium of Father Strick- 
land, established at London, he succeeded in obtain- 
ing from Father Bozozowski, the promise that two 
fauters of the company should be sent to hira, as soon 
as the difficulties raised by the english government 
should be got over. Mgr. Plessis exerted himself to 
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the utmost to advance the objecis of M. Burke, first 
because of the good the Jesuits would do in that part 
of his Diocese, and next in the hope of bein^ able, 
after a first success, to obtain the admission m other 
regular priests into the missions of Upper Canada. 

This project failed because the British Goiiernment 
refused to admit the Jesuits into the British provinces 
of America, and afterwards, because the Propaganda 
would only allow them to go into the Diocese of 
Quebec in the quality of secular priests. 

The Bishop and his Grand Vicar then proposed to 
employ as professors, some secular priests tliat they 
hoped to find in England ; at the commencement of 
the year 1808, Mgr. Plessis wrote about it to M. De- 
Bouvens, his agent in London," 

" As to the Catholic School to be established in the 
capital of Nova Scotia, there are some precautions to 
take. The Government of that Province, aa well as 
that of Lower Canada, has less liberality than the 
General Government of the British Empire. We can- 
not flatter ourselves with being able to establish 
catholic professors, until they are acknowledged, or at 
least tolerated by his Majesty's Ministers, and fur- 
nished with passports. Now that is not very easy to 
obtain from a Ministry, inimical as you know, to our 
religion, and whose call to the administration of 
affairs, was in consequence of their hatred towards it." 

We see that the Bishop of Quebec, if he had little 
confidence in the liberality of the English miniBtty, 
had still less in the Governors of Canada and Nova 
Scotia. M, Burke could not obtain the necessary 
permission, to enable some French priests who had 
learnt English at London, to come to his College. 
Compelled therefore, to lay aside his project and wait 
for better times, he employed part of his funds to in- 
struct at the Seminary of Quebec, several young men 
that he had destined for his College at Halifax. 

* M. Bourret, a mlpiciBD prieat who hiJ been man)' yean asent ibr ihe 
BialkopsorauebecalIdDdoi],diedon theS3nl of CMober, J 807, sad wm 
reptai^ed by M. DeBouvene. 
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Mgr. Plessis who had shared largely in the attempts 
made by his Grand Vicar, for the establishment of a 
College in Nova Scotia, was not the man to neglect 
similar institutions in the centre of the country. Two 
honses of education only, had for a long time per- 
formed the duty of instructing the youth of the Pro- 
vince, these were the little Seminary of Quebec, and 
the College of Montreal, The second of these estab- 
lishments had augmented the number of its profes- 
sors by the arrivS of some priests, who haa been 
obliged to leave France during the reign of terror, 
and who had been called to Montreal by the Gentle- 
men of Saint Sulpice. 

A third institution of the same kind, was now 
opened at Nicolet, in the vicinity of Three-Rivers, 
but it was humble, little known, and wanted a pro- 
tector. The beneficent hand of the worthy prelate 
drew it from its embarrassments and placed it on a 
solid foundation. 

In October, 1805, Mgr. Denaut had erected into a 
small Seminary, the elementary school founded at 
Nicolet, by M. Louis Marie Brassard, Curfi of the 
parish.* Placed at mid distance between two great 
nouses of education, this new school would conse- 
quently do g ood service, and Mgr, Plessis therefore 
believed it to be his duty to favor it : "I have nothing 
'* more at heart" wrote he in 1807, " than to see these 
" different bouses propagating the reign of God in this 
" part of the world ; and it is possible that the growing 
" school at Nicolet may become through God's own 

* The Braisaid family wu o 

Antbony BnKwnl, bom iii Normi ,, ^ , _..,. 

Tb^ dMcendaoU are numeioiu id Ibe Provint-e. M. BtaHard Descbe- 
lanx, lecrelarT of M. I'lDteDdaot Sgol bcJoDgad to tbal bmUy. liooi* 
MaiiB BiMMtd, born at Quebec, Ibe IBIb September, 11S6, wm Ibe ion of 
H, Jean BaptMe Brusard, and of Dame Mane Franfoue Hywi Lactoix. 
He waa ordained FrieM Ibe SI it 'December, 1T49, After Mvine biata 
Vicar nine montha ai Cbarieabonrg, he WM named Curi of HIcidevUie firtt 
of Odober, 17G0; be at the tame lime Mrved at the Bajr da PctFnc, 
-where be buUl a Church and a Fraibytny. Becoming Infliin in 1791, h« 
obtained the aU of M. Alexii Durocber, who wa* named aciinr Cure. M. 
firnHarddiedihaSltb December. 3S00. Ke leA bis boiue aiKl land for a 
pariA aobool ; the testament was inralid, but hia brotber Peter BiMtard 
nuBranslr ceded hit righli lo Mgr. Denaut, and desired that the will of bia 
brother ahould be carriM out to the tetter. 
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** mysterious ways, a means of supplementing the 
*' ouer two; which being more known and more ira- 
" poTtant, are more likely to excite the envy of the 
" enemies of religion." 

In the autumn of 1806, M. Raiinbault "was' named 
Superior of this College and Cnr^ of Nicolet. The 
folbwing year the Bishop added a wing to the old 
house ofM. Brassard, and during the rest of his life, 
he continued to eipend money upon that establish- 
ment, which without the aid of its generous benefac- 
tor, might probably have been condemned io perish. 

The College of Nicolet became an object of predi- 
lection to Mgr. Plessis, who seemed to be Chief Direc- 
tor, it was him who drew up the rules, traced out 
the course of study, who busied himself most seriously 
with its material interests, and whose own money 
procured it many good estates. Twice a month he 
wrote to the Superior and to the Director, to advise 
them to suggest ameliorations, and to encourage them 
in their hard work. He exacted from the President, 
the Director, and the Steward, a detailed account of the 
expenses of their respective departments. Notes of 
the progress of the pupils were irequently transmitted 
to him, to enable him to judge of the talents and qua- 
lities of each of the professors and scholars who had 
passed some years in the College, that he might judge 
beforehand, whether they were proper or not for the 
ecclesiastical state. 

As a consequence of these precautions he had the 
happiness to Etdmit into his clergy, many pupils of 
that house, among whom four were honored with the- 
episcopal dignity.* 

Ill 

jSlBle or ihe Dioc«ie ol Quebec — Supremacj' — Pint Englisb Governon 
fHendlr to tbe Bi>hoii»— Sir Robert Shore Milues— Riiya) InRiiution— 
M. Byllnd— Frojeru againat the liberty of the Calholiu Clergy— Loid 
Caillere>(h. 

Considering the extent of his diocese, the dlfRcully 
of visiting it, the few priests put at his disposal, Mgr. 
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Plessis felt the immensity of the task imposed upon bim, 
but he had entire confidence in the assistance of God. 

" Examine the map," he wrote in 1806, to his 
agent at London, " and you will perceive the impoe- 
sibitily of a single Bishop, extending his t'olicitade 
with any success from I^ake Superior lo the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence, That space contains more than 
200,000 catholics, and yet there are only 180 priests 
to supply all their wants. Add to that, the numerous 
difficulties, from their entanglement with a protestant 
population, and the constant vigilance necessary to 
avoid being compromised with a government, which 
views things only through the medium of its own prin- 
ciples, and is constanly making some new effort to 
establish the supremacy of the King." 

AmoTu; the difficulties (hat the prelate mentioned 
in this letter, the worst of all were those raised by 
some ptiblic functionaries, who desired to bring the 
Catholic Church of Canada under subjection to the 
royal authority. His conscience would not permit 
him to make the least concession upon this ground, 
and he struggled against these effiirts w^ith so much 
wisdom and courage, that he finished by overthrowing 
all their projects. 

To extend over Catholics, as over Protestants, the 
supremacy of the King in matters of religion, was the 
demand of the Governor's Council ever since 1763 ; 
they felt, in short, that side by side with the civil 
authority which they exercised, there existed a power 
of a superior order, which they desired to destroy, in 
order that they might be masters spiritually as well 
as temporally. 

The Bishops had rejected these insulting preten- 
sions, and as they were sustained by the clergy and 
the people, a violent struggle would have arisen 
between the Catholic population, and the Colonial 
Administration, if the Governors had not had the wis- 
dom to repress the devices of their subaltern officers. 
Mgr. Briand made every effort to stand well with the 
Governors, and always addressed himself directly to 
them on matters of business, without ever allowing 
the heads of departments to intervene. 
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In 1775, Sir Guy Carlelon declared publicly, ihat 
if the Province of Quebec had been preserved to Great 
Britain, it was owing to the Catholic Clergy. He 
testiiied his gratitude by allowing ihe Bishop to exer- 
eJBe his functions peaceably, and to dispose of the 
cures at his will, without having recourse to the royal 
instructions, which seemed to him to have been pre- 
pared only for the destruction of the catholic religion." 

The Bishops Hubert, D'Esgly and Denaut followed 
the footsteps of their predecessor, and had no occasion 
to repent it, for the Governors laid no restraint upon 
them, but permitted them to exercise their powers at 
will. Even after the arrival of Dr. Mountain, 
named by the King, Bishop of the English Church in 
the Province, Mgrs. Hubert, Denaut and PlesBJs, 
always used the title of Bishop of Quebec, in their 
public addresses, as well as in their private letters. 

This gave great offence to Attorney Genera! Seweli, 
to the Governor's Secretary, M. Ryland, but above all 
to the Anglican Bishop, who believed himself the 
titular bishop, and would recognize no other. Some 
of the English functionaries were so punctilious on 
this subject, that many times at public meetings they 
proclaimed loudly that they knew no other bishop at 
Qaebec than Dr. Mountain ; and lhat they held as of 
no account the pretensions of a certain gentleman 
who assumed the same title. But the protestations 
of five or six gentlemen were of little importance 
while unsustained by the superior authority. 

When MgT. Denaut took possession of the bishopric 
in 1797, General Robert Prescott, Governor in Chief, 
begged him to transmit each year a list of the 
nominations to cures that had been made during the 
last twelve months, in order that he might be able to 
furnish an account of them to Ihe ministry, if they 
should aak it ; he added, that for the rest the bishop 
would be perfectly free in his operaiions. General 
Prescott was recalled in 1799, and was replaced by 
Lieutenant-Governor Sir Robert Shore Milnes, who 

» Lelteroflhe Bishop of QHelifi-,MBy, 1807. 
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■flhowed himself entirely devoted lo the head of his 
■church. 

Then commenced a seriea of embanrasements, 
■which increased day by day, and finished by threaten- 
ing the liberty of the catholic worship. The designs 
■of the chiefs of the coterie, were to annihilate the 
authority of the Bishop of Quebec, to nominate the 
■cures, and to get the scholastic iasfitutions into their 
own hands. 

In 1801, they succeeded in obtaining from the Pro- 
vincial Parliament, a law by which they hoped to 
accomplish the latter object. That law created a 
corporation under the name of" The Royal lostttutioa 
for the encouragement of Public Instruction," and 
appeared to contain some liberal dispositions in favor 
of all classes of society. But it was not long before 
it was discovered that a snare had been very cleverly 
attempted. The board of directors, named by the 
government, were found to be nearly all protestants, 
and the president of the institution was no other than 
the Lord Bishop himself ; so that the public instruc- 
tion, in a province nearly all catholic, was placed 
entirely in the hands of protestants. The catholic 
clei^y rose en masse against this corporation, and 
succeeded in preventing its working at the will of the 
authors of the project. 

About the same time Dr. Mountain, addressing 
himself to Lord Hobart, the Colonial Secretary, asked 
permission to resign his charge, because the right of 
nominalion to the cures was refused to him. 

"While the Superinte ndant of the Roman Church," 
he wrote, *' assumes the title of Bishop of Quebec, 
he, as well as his clei^, studiously deny that title to 
the Protestant Bishop ; he has the absolute disposal of 
all the preferments in the diocese ; he erects parishes, 
and grants dispensations for marrying at his discre- 
tion, &c., &c. ; all which functions were clearly con- 
trary to the Royal instructions, and all of which was 
■denied to the Protestant Bishop." 

In a letter bearing the initials of " Herman Witsins 
lAyland," the writer acknowledges frankly his hatred 
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against the Catholic Religion, and his design of over- 
throwing it in that Province, 

" I come now," said he, '* to what you mention 
concerning the popish clergy in this Province ; 1 call 
them popish to distinguish them from the clergy of 
the Established Church, and to expresa my conteraipt 
and detestation of a religion which sinks and debases 
the human mind, and which ia a curse to every 
country where it prevails. This being my opinion, I 
have long since laid it down as a principle (which in 
my judgment no Governor of this Province ought to 
lose sight of for a moment) by every possible means 
which prudence can suggest, gradually to undermine 
the authority and influence of the Roman Catholic 
Priests. This great, this highest object that a Gover- 
nor here can iiave ; and may be accomplished 

before ten years shall have passed over '* 

" The instmctions of his Majesty, by which it is 
ordered, that no person in this Province shall have 
the cure of souls, but by virtue of a license under the 
Governor's hand and seal ; and these instructions once 
followed up, the King's supremacy would be estah- 
lished, the authority of ihe Pope would be abolished, 
and the country would become prolestant." 

" We have been mad enough to allow a company 
of French Rascals, to deprive us for the moment of 
the means of accomplishing all this ; but one prudent 
decisive step might rectily this absurdity. — In all 
events I would advise every Grovemor of this province 
most scrupulously to follow the same line of conduct, 
which has established so widely the authority of the 
Popes of Rome, to avail themselves of every advan- 
tage that can possibly occur, and never to give up an 
inch but with the certainty of gaining an ell."* 

* ChriAie, Vol. V[.--JUueT (^Hr. Rylond, S3rd December, 1804. Her- 



V4UI0UC naigiou 4UUI HgiuaflLeveryiDiqg idki wha rrc 
»U h^ life (Iw project ot imposing oa ihc Caiiudic Unun 
■upreniBCT oflhs King of England, and of utKlifyiug 
«ol'rcive meut; Thew did not wish to be uigHfied eii' 



:be8ter. Frejadicvd ■gaionthe 
. .„ bat was French, he nomfaibed 
Ihe CaUudic UDurch liw yoke of the 
■ ' Canadian* bjr 
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Though more moderate than Mr. Ryland, Attorney 
Qeneral Sewell was not belter disposed to the Catholic 
religion. In 1804, he had in the course of a long 
memorandum upon the properties of the Seminary of 
Saint Sulpice of Montreal, come to the conclusion 
that they belonged to the King of England, who was 
the legitimate heir of the old proprietors. He recom- 
mended a life pension for the Ecclesiastics employed 
in that house, and destined their estate to public - 
education, to the foundation of a University, or to gny 
other object that the Imperial Parliament might re- 
commend in its wisdom. 

In open Court he had maintained that by the terms 
of the Capitulation of 1760, the definitive treaty of 
1763, and Ihe Act of Quebec of 1774, the Government 
alone had the right of erecting parishes ; that all those 
created since ihe conquest should be regarded as null 
and void, Eind that there existed no such thing as a 
Catholic Bishop of Quebec. 

These opinions of the Attorney General, coming* 
from a man who carried great weight before the 
Judges, and who was necessarily consulted by the 
Governor upon all questions of law, did the more 
harm, that he seemed animated, Dot so much by a 
spirit of hostility, as by a desire to maintain the spirit 
of the English constitution. 

Sir Robert Milnes, was a mild and easy man, but 
had little love for the Catholic Religion ; having no 
great confidence in his own lights, he appeared to be 
guided by the opinions of those councillors who en- 
joyed his intimacy, and above all by the English 
Bishop to whom he was devoted. 

Such were the dispositions of the most influential 
men in the Provincial government, when Mgr. Plessis 
became titular Bishop of Quebec. 

By good fortune, Sir Robert Milnes was in England 
from the month of August of the year preceding, and 

or by fdrcB. They reaialed obstinaleljr, and shipwiecksd the projects of 
Mr. JlyJuid ; it is surfjiistag, that tlus mtn iAo retired to Beauport 
in hiB latter yeRrB, lived in good intelligence with hit Cenadian neighlxHirs, 
trr^hom hu was esteemed. Mr. Ryland died at Beauport the SDlll July, 
1838, at the age of 78 j-eara. 
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he had been followed by .Dr. Mountain, who went 
to lay his complaints before ihe Ministers of His Bri- 
tannic Majesty. Mr. Dunn, an old Merchant of 
Quebec, and first Executive Councillor, remained in 
charge of the administration of the Province during 
the absence of the Lieutenant Governor. Without 
listening to the representations of Mr. Rytand, the 
Administrator admitted Mgr. Plesais to take the oalh 
of fidelity to the King under the title of Catholic Bishop 
of Quebec. 

Still the Prelate feared the proceedings of the Lieute- 
nant Governor at London, and the intrigues of the 
high functionaries in Canada. 

Sir R. Milnes had offered the predecessor of Mgr. 
Flessis to procure for the Catholic Bishop of Quebec 
a civil existence, which was opposed in the Courts, 
where it was pretended that he was not recognized 
by the Government. Upon the reiterated invitations 
of the Lieutenant Governor, Mr. Denaut had forwar- 
ded a request, in which he begged the King to be 
pleased to accord civil existence to the Catholic 
Cleigy of Canada ; determined at the same time not 
to accept that favor, as may be seen by his letters, if 
it was accompanied by any restrictions which might 
coDBtrain the free exercise of the Episcopal authority. 
He distmsted the interest that Sir Robert Milnes and 
his intimate Councillors testified for the catholic 
cause ; and he was not wrong, for some advices re- 
ceived the following year, made him fear that the 
Court would take advantage of that demand, for im- 
posing on the Church of Canada some imacceptable 
conditions. 

" I apprehend with reason" wrote Mgr. Flessis in 
1806, " that the Governor will not lose this occasion 
of gaining the authority for nominating to the cures, a 
system that the rules of our religion cannot admit. 
Now what would become of the discipline of a Dio- 
cese, and what weight would be the authority of the 
Bishop, if it was once known, that it was no longer 
him, but the secular power which disposed of eccle- 
siastical places f See how essential it is to go to the 
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source of the evil, and to prevent a »tate of things 
which would plunge the catholic religion of the Coaa- 
Iry into a dependance, from which it coald never 
relieve itself. They offer the Bishop an estate and 
revenues : fuec omnia tiM dabo 8i cadena adoraveria 

me The secret will be, to obtain that the Catholic 

Bishop of Quebec be recognized, and authorized on 
some conditions compatible with the principles of the 
religion which he professes ; for, if they wish to 
denude that religion of its principles, they would make 
of it a monster, and the protection that they pretend 
they would give it, is nothing more than a chimera. 
1 expect from your zeal for the church of Jesus-Christ, 
that if any thing has been projected in that respect, 
you will work to turn it aside."* 

But in spite of the good will of Mr. Dunn, the 
Bishop felt that his position was very embarassing ; 
for he knew that the Government of the Province 
would soon pass into other hands. Would Sir Robert 
Milne& return.' and if not, who would be his succes- 
sor .' could they expect a Governor more favorable to 
the catholic cause } These were the qaestions anxious- 
ly addressed to his London agent. 

In 1807, he acknowledged to a friend, that all 
human resources failed him, in the struggle which he 
had to sustain for the defence of his church. He 
could scarcely hope for any advantages, in appealing 
to the Acts of capitulation or treaties of peace. 

" The Qapitulation of Montreal" he wrote " has 
given much power to a Government badly disposed : 
since, as you may see, they place us at the discretion 
of the King. 

" If OUT fathers, a little more advised, had demanded 
that the clergy should present, when ths bishopric 
would be vacant, two or three subjects, among wlwm, 
His Majesty could chose one for bishop, I am per- 
suaded that the plan would have been acceded to 
without difficulty. 

" But to believe that the King of France had by 
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aome particular act of grace, the choice ofbiBhops, to 
ask that he should nominate to the bishoprics of a 
country, no longer under his dominalion, was an ab- 
surdity quite sufficient to cause the rejection of the 
third article of the capilulatioQ, as has come to pass. 

" It is very true that the treaty of peace of 1763, ac- 
cords the free exercise of religion, inasmuch as it was 
conipatibie with the laws of Great Britain ; but that 
was at an epoch when the laws were very severe 

against catholics The Act of Parliament of 

1774, in submitting the catholic church of this country 
to the royal supremacy, seemed to annihilate it ipso 
facto. " After all," adds the prelate, " need one be 
astonished, that malevolence should avail itself of so 
many advantages for establishing the reign of heresy 
Dpon the ruin of Catholicism. Rather let us admire 
the ways of providence, which, in despite of the 
efforts of the devil, has preserved up to this time, to 
the catholic religion in Canada, a footing truly respect- 
able, and worthy of being envied by the Church of 
France. " 

The bishop of Quebec was the only member of the 
catholic clergy who knew exactly the designs of the 
opposite party, but he dared not expose them to the 
public, for fear of doing more harm than good; and 
he was therefore compelled to face the adversaries of 
his church single banded. 

For asking the support of the catholic masses, it 
would have been necessary to have unveiled the pro- 
jects of which they were ignorant, and to have 
unmasked aome great personage ; on these accounts 
it was difficult to explain himself freely. 

In the House of Assembly were to be found catho- 
lics endowed with energy and boldness, friends of 
their country, jealous of their civil rights, attached to 
their religion, and ready to defend it, if attacked on 
the Hoor of the House ; but they never dreamt of 
sustaining it at the foot of the throne, where it was 
then being attacked. 

Among the well informed men upon whom Mgr. 
Plessis reckoned, not so much for that crisis as tor 
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the future, was M. Denis Benjamin Viger, who was 
fiimly attached lo his religion. Unfortunately, he had 
not then reached that point of conMenci; with his 
compatriots that his merits warranted. Infact it was 
not till two or three years after, that la to say, in 1809, 
that he was elected a deputy of the Lower Chamber, 
and commenced that long parliamentary career, 
during which, he rendered such important services to 
his country. 

Divine providence who watched over the little 
church of Canada, disposed every thing for the best, 
and found her defenders among those even who were 
opposed to the liberty of the catholics — " ^lutem ex 
inimicis nostris et de manu omnium qui oderunt nos." 

The anglican bishop, who was still in England, 
had often visited the government offices during the 
conrse of ]808, and had frequent conferences with the 
ministry on the subject of the established church, 
which he desired to see as favored in Canada as it 
was in the mother country. 

Nevertheless all the proceedings of Dr. Mountais 
remained unfruiifu), as we may judge from the fol- 
lowing extract of a memorandum in the handwriting 
uf Lord Castlereagh.* 

" The Canada Acts secure lo the Catholics of 
Canada, llie free exercise of their religion, and to 
their Clergy their accustomed dues and rights from 
persons of their persuasion, subject to H. M., supre- 
macy, as established by the Act of Supremacy. The 
Supremacy asserted in that Act, is, that no foreign 
person, power or state shall exercise any spiritual 
jarisdiclion in any of the dominions of the Crown. 
Now the Bishop of Quebec is not a foreigner ; his 
clergy are not foreigners, he is the head of a religion, 
which may be freely exercised under the faith of 
Parliament, and he may claim the tithes and cus- 
tomary dues, and exercise all accustomed rights over 
Catholics. It would seem therefore, a very delicate 

• LopdC«3lIere»ghwRslhenMinialerofWar. DuriDBthelimelhalhBWBB 
Secretary lo Lord Camden, Viceroy of Irelanil, be thuwed great sevetily 
lowarda bia Tellow concilry men, in consequence of the rel>cllion of 179if. 
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undertaking to interfere with the Catholic religion in 
Quebec, or to force the titular Bishop to drop his 
titles and act, not as Bishop, but only as Superin- 
tendent...."* 

It is impossible to avoid astonishment, to find one 
who showed himself so inimical to the Catholic 
Clergy of Ireland, believing it his duty to act so liber- 
ally towards the Catholic Clergy of Canada. We 
presume, that in reflecting how near Canada was to 
ihe United States, Lord Castlereagh, then Minister of 
War, did not wish to give rise to any embarrassments 
in that Province ; while at Washington a storm was 
brewing which threatened to burst over England and 
her American possessions. In short the people of 
the United Stales were then animated with an ardent 
desire to come to blows with England, the Americans 
were persuaded that a declaration of War would be 
the signal of a rising among the Canadians, whom 
they believed ready to join Ihe troops of the Union. 
But such was not the opinion of the Government of 
Great Britain, who seems to have had at the moment 
great faith in the loyalty of the Canadians. 

Lord Castlereagh was too able a man not to under- 
stand, that it was both useless and dangerous, to 
sustain the pretensions of the friends of Supremacy, 
at the risk ot wounding the religious sentiments of a 
Iwal population, ready to spill its blood in defence 
of its Country and its Institutions. Had Mgr, Plessis 
been informed of the limits put by the noble Lord to 
the Royal Supremacy, he w^ould not have been so 
anxious touching the proceedings of Mr. Ryland and 
his friends. 

IV 

Atrival of Sir Jsnies C tflig— Arbilrarjr Mensufes — Seiiure oflhe Preeses of 
tbe CanadUn — Imprisonmrai^ — Frodamaiion — Saspiciong against the 
loyally of Ihe Biihop. 

On the 18th October, 1807, Sir James Henry Craig, 
the New Governor General, disembarked at Quebec 
The ship had not yet cast anchor, when Mr. Ryland 

* MsDuscripd ol the lale Koh«rt Christie, Esquire. 
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boatded ber, and was assured of his post as Civil 
Secretary. These two men understocxl each otbet 
from the first, and some days after Mr. Ryland de- 
clared, that Sit James was just the person of whom 
the country stood in need. 

Bom at Gibraltar, of Scotch parents, Junes Henry' 
Craig entered the Englieb service in 1763, at the age 
of 15, and on many occasions distinguished himself 
by his courage. Duritig the war of the American 
Revolution, he served in Canada, and was present at 
the unfortunate aifair at Saratoga. For many years 
he suffered from dropsy, which had made great pro- 
gress when he arrrived in Canada, and confined him 
to his apartments many days after his landing. 

In his first interviews with the Bishop of Quebec, 
Sir James was very mild and very civil. As M. de 
Bouvens bad seen him many limes in London, and 
had given hopes that he would be favorable to the 
cathoUc cause, it was reasonable to suppose, that his 
Government would at least, be worth that of Sir 
Robert Milnes ; but experience undeceived the Cana- 
difins. 

The following is the character, as drawn by Mr. 
Christie, of that man whose administration left such 
sad souvenirs in our country : " His physiognomy 
was agreeable, his carriage imposing, his deportment 
manly and full of dignity. Sociable, polished and 
affable, he was nevertheless absolute in his opinions, 
and high handed in his measures. Though of an 
irritable character.... he reconciled himself easily 
with those who had incurred his displeasure. Hos- 

Eitable and magnificent in his way of^life, he showed 
imself liberal in his gifts to public institulioDs, and 
to works of charity ; and we must add, that he was 
the friend of the poor and the necessitous, of whom, 
none were ever sent away without receiving some 
aid." 

Left to himself, and directed by his own lights, 
General Craig would have made a good Governor. 
Unfortunately, being a stranger to the people and to 
the Country, he turned for instruction and advice to 
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the men who composed his Council, or to those whose 
official duties connected them with him. Now these 
public funclionaries had no community of interests 
with the mass of the inhabitants, from whom they 
differed, in religion, in language, and in origin. 
Nominated by the Court to their offices, they con- 
eideied themselves as independent of every other 
anthori^, but that of the Secretary of Stale for the 
colonies ; and exercised an arbitrary power over the 
people, on whose substance they fattened. Their 
power became so formidable, that a Governor on 
arriving in the Province had either to place himself in 
their hands, or be crushed by their opposition, and 
recalled to England. 

They easily secured the mind of General Craig, 
gaining his confidence, inspiring him with their own 
ideas and their prejudices, and isolating hira com- 
pletely, from those who would have been able to ex- 
plain to him the true state of things. Without suspect- 
ing it, that man so proud became a docile instrument, 
handled by his counsellors according to their will. 

•Under their direction, he was taught to see only 
demagogues and revolutionists in the representatives 
of the people. So that in his public speeches, he 
addressed them with a hauteur, only calculated to 
sour them. The dissolution of the House of Assem- 
bly in 1809 and 1810, completed their exasperation 
against his Government. 

Le Canadien, a journal established to sustain the 
interests of the people, strongly assailed the abuses of 
the administration ; sometimes, however, it exceeded 
the bounds of moderation and prudence, and published 
articles which might be distorted by the enemies of 
the Canadian people. On the other hand, the friends 
of General Craig spoke mysteriously of troubles, of 
secret conspiracies, of projects of revolt. These ru- 
mours had no real foundation, and were repelled as 
false by the chiefs of the Canadian party ; but they 
served the views of the Bureaucracy, who were well 
pleased to engage the Governor in some Conp d'etat 
preliminary to the elections. 
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The devices of the Cotmciliors succeeded ; on the 
17th March, 1810, some soldiers led by a Magistrate 
and two Constables, received an order to seize the 
office of Le Canadien ; the presses and all the papers 
were taken and placed in the vaults of the Court 
House ; the publisher of the journal, and three mem- . 
bers of the House of Assembly were imprisoned. 
The guards were doubled and patrolled the City in 
every direction ; but this great display of precaution 
and strength ended in nothing ; for no fact was dis- 
covered upon which any accusation against the prison- 
ers could be based. 

While General Craig believed that he was walking 
upon a Volcano; the very idea of the presence of 
danger had aroused his bauhgly humor, and excited his 
natural impetuosity. On the 20th of August, he 
issued a proclamation, in which he enumerated and 
condemned the pretended projects of that Rebellion, 
which he thought he perceived in all parts of the Pro- 
vince ; he advised the people to distrust the false re- 
ports spread against the Government ; he exhorted 
the magistrates and ecclesiastics to enlighten the 
people, and to inculcate in them principles of loyalty 
towuds the King, and obedience to the laws of the 
country. 

it was with a lively anxiety that the Bishop of 
Quebec had followed the progress of the struggle. 
On the one hand, he dreaded to see the authorities 
despised, on the other, he was far from aoproving all 
the measures of the Executive Council, aijB distrusted 
the intentions of many of the members of that body. 
The fear that they affected to experience, appeared to 
him caused by false informations, it might even, he 
thought, be the effect of some political scheme of those 
functionaries. His embarrassment increased when 
he heard accusations of disloyalty made against a 
part of his Clergy, whose sentiments of fidelity towards 
the Sovereign he was well acquainted with. 

In a sitting of the Executive Council, at which Mgr. 
Plessis was invited to assist ; General Craig declared 
to him, " that the disaffection occasioned among the 
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p«c^e by Le Canadien had reached ancfa a point, 
that a general risitig could not have been prevented, 
if he had deferred t^ingthe most energetic measnies 
for arresting the effect of the malignant insinuations 
spread by that paper; that one of the means of restor- 
ing order and dissipating the disloyal impressitms 
already very deeply entertained, was to engage the 
Oatholio Clergy to declare (bi the authorities m the 
most formal manner." He added, that a great number 
of Cur^s encouraged openly the publication of £e 
Canadien by their aubscriptions, and that it was i^ 
the Presbytyries, and around the churches, that Ihey 
exalted its principles. 

But if the incriminated journal had by times beea too 
hasty in some articles, it was not leas the defender of 
the constitutional tights accorded to the people by 
Great Britain ; it endeavoured to undermine tlK posi- 
tion occupied by the adversaries of the religion and 
the institutions of the colony. It was therefore not stu- 
prising, if the members of the Catholic Clergy should 
pronounce in favor of that vigorous champion, while 
disapproving all that was imprudent in its columns. 

The prockmation of the Governor was sent to all 
the Cur^s, and was accompanied by a circular letter, 
in which the Bishop recommended them to read it to 
their parishioners after the morning service. 

The Prelate was too well acquainted with the dis- 
positions of his diocesans, to allow himself to be 
deceived by the imaginary fears of General Craig and 
his councillors. Still, in order to set aside ail soa- 
pici(Ki of his own loyalty, as well as that t^ his 
clergy, he directed the latter to administer sooh 
advice as would calm the minds, and recall the too 
zealous patriot to the rules of moderation. 

None of the members of the Executive Council 
deemed it advisable to reproach him with having 
taken the title of Bishop of Quebec in that circular ; 
btit a few months after, when the chiefs t^ the party 
thought that the cures had not sustained them in the 
elections, they tried to raise a new storm against the 
bishop, on account of that same title. 
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Mgr. PleBsis eeems to have had a preaentiinent tf 
that attack, for at the commeDcement of July, 1810, 
he wrote ia these terms to his friend, Mr. Adam Lym- 
bumer, then in Englaiid :* 

" The Parliament of Lower Canada has been dis- 
s<Jved for the second time, in the coarse of last winter, 
bat the elections, made immediately after the dissolu- 
tion, have not been favorable to the viewa of the govern- 
ment. There has been a singular state of things, much 
party warmth, boasting andirritation. Thegovemment 
has been badly treated, both by its friends and its ene- 
mieE. I have written to my clergy in order that they 
might recommend to the faithful, obedience, submis- 
sion, and the greatest respect for the executive power. 
Most of the cures have perfectly fullilled my wishes. 
The courtisans, however, have not deemed thia suffi- 
cient : they wanted the clergy to present an address to 
Ae Governor, to felicitate him on the breaking up of 
the House. It did not seem reasonable to me, that the 
clergy should put themselves forward to approve that 
step, Bince they are total strangers to legislation, and 
have other means more proper to serve authority ; 
means which they use whenever necessity calls for 
them. However that may be, I perceive that umbrage 
has been taken at the Castle, and I shall be in nowise 
astonished if they seize this occasion for blackening 
the clergy before the Imperial ministry. 

" The revenues enjoyed by our cures, the authority 
of the Catholic Bishop over diem and over the pec^le, 
have been a long time objects of jealousy. But I 
hope all from the providence of the God that I serve, 
and that I try to make my diocesans serve, by in- 
spiring them with such sentiments as should penetrate 
leir hearts, whether as christian or as subjects." 

He eiiplained himself more clearly upon this sub- 
ject in a letter to M. de Bouvens, on the 31st Novem- 

* Mr, Ailun Lymburner, bora in Soolland, was one of the principtJ 
merclianU of Canada, where, in I7TB, he came to carry oa the buaineBs of 
hii Imrther. He was an able man and knew how la win the esteem of 
IhoM with whom ha came in contact. In IT91, he waa called beTore the 
Hotwe ol Commons, while they were discuBsing the Bill which waa to fii»e 
a Connitnlion to Canada. He died at London, in 1836, at the ag« of 90. 
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ber. After having anaoQuced to him the departure 
of Mr. Ryland for England, he added : " In March 
last there was some noise here on the subject of a 
periodical journal called " Le Canadien^* which was 
a little in the style of Cobbelt, that is to say, much 
too frononci against the proceedings of the provincial 
government. 

" This incident moved the heads of the dema- 
gogues, and still more those of the pretended royalists. 
There were also time servers, who thought this a 
favorable moment for the advancement of their 
schemes, at the expense of their fellow countrymen. 
After having thrown blame upon the people, they 
attached the cleigy, and questioned their loyalty. 
These indiscretions gave room for suspicions, which 
my sincere attachment to the government has not 
been able entirely to dissipate. 

" The Governor in Chief has deputed to England 
his lirst secretary, Mr. Ryland, for political purposes. 
He has gone loaded with memoranda, among which, 
I shall not be surprised, if he has some, very unfavor- 
able to the inhabitants of the conntry generally, and 
perhaps very calumnious against the clei^." 

We see by this last extract, that some Canadian 
employes had profited by the circumstances, to raise 
doubts about the loyalty of their fellow countrymen, 
in order to recommend themselves to the good graces 
of those who distributed the favors of Government. 
The flatterers of power were then very few, and never 
in such nitmbers as prevented the administration from 
appearing truly hostile to the mass of the inhabitants 
of the conntry. At that epoch, as to day, the Cana- 
dians were often divided among themselves upon 
questions of little importance ; but then, as now, 
when some strangers' hand was raised against the 
old institutions of the country, with few exceptions 
all were ready to combat and repel the common 
enemy. 

It is this unanimity among our fellow countrymen 
in the hour of a common danger, which has main- 
tained them up to this day, upon their native soil. 
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-with the language, the religion, and the laws which 
they have received from their fathers ; it is this 
■which has been under divine pruvidence onr aafe- 
^nartl since Hiore than a century. 

The experience of the past may well reaasare ue 
for the future, and convince ua that barmoBy witt be 
renewed among us whenever an important occasion 



Towards the end of the month (^ June, 1S10, Mr. 
Hyland left for England with ample instmctions from 
■Sir James Craig ; he was to ask the English Ministiy 
~to change the oonstitntion of Lower Canada, or at 
least, to suspend it ; to accord to the Governor the 
nomination to the Cures of Quebec ; to place the pro- 
perty of the Jeauits, and of the Sulpicians, at the dis- 
posal of the Provincial Government, who would thus 
become independent of Parliament. The second arli- 
•cle appeared of great itnportance to General Craig; 
he complained to the Ministry of having no relations 
■with the Cures, who formed a powerful body, and 
enjoyed according lo him, an immense influence over 
the people. That influence he believed would have 
been enjoyed by the Governor if they had accorded to 
tiim the right of nominating to Cures, according to his 
own good pleasure. 

The programme confided to Mr. Ryland previons 
to his departure, was quite enough to occopy him 
folly ; but another matter yet, was placed in hia hands 
a little afier his arrival iti England, of which the 
following will explain the nature. In the month of 
October, 1810, Mgr. Plessia look occasion, on learn- 
ing the imprisonment of Pope Pius VII at Savone, to 
publish an address in which he invited the faithful to 
pray for the Holy Father. Following the practice of 
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his pvedeeessCffs, as he had already done on many 
aimilaT occasions, he attached to his addres;, his Title 
of Bishop of Qnebea The Governor, Dr. Moontain 
the Anglican Bishop, and his fiiends profesfied to be 
seEiomly offended ; they had already forgotten the- 
Ci]%u}&r r^ the month al March [»«cediiig, and pio- 
cla^aed that Mgr. Plessis had attempted a dangerous 
innovation. Nominated by his Sovereign, the Anglic 
can Bishop imagined that his royal patent interdicted- 
Mgr. Plessia from taking the title, that the Catholic- 
Bishops of Quebec had bOTne for more than 150 years. 

" We have been praying for the deliverance of the 
Pope here," wrote General Craig to Mr. Ryland, 
" I enclose you a copy of the Bishop's " Xandemertt,** 
which you may abow at the office, as an instance of 
the complete indtpendence v/bich is assumed. Itwa» 
not even mentioned to me, either befisre it -was issned 
or since. We have reason to suspect that through the- 
means of Dr. Milner, with whom Plessis certainly 
citfresponds, there is a communioation with the- 
Catholic Bishops in Ireland, who 1 have no doabt^ 
will inati^te this maiO to resist to the utmost the 
acknowledgment of the King's supremacy. There is a 
young man of the name of Christie,! who served his 
Clerkship with Bowen,^ and who has just received his 
commission to act aa a Barrister. This young man 
is going home immediately, and without one possible 
motive personal to himself, that can be assigned for 
his doing so. ■ . . He is very intimate with Plessis, and 
we atpongly suspect that he is going home as an agent 
of his, for some ptu'pose or other, probably to commu- 
cate more intimately than they choose to do by letter^ 
with Miiner and the Irig>h Bishops.'' 

One cui hardly understand how a serious man like 
General Craig, could lend himself to such absurdities. 
He was not however, the only one then busy with the 
mandement of Mgr. Plessis, aa may be seen by the 

• LellerorSlh November, 1810. 

t M. Christie who haa publi«h«l ihe leliem of Ctb^ anJ Ryl»nd, put 
under this pa-sage the following n'>lB : " Bishop Plesais wu a bEaevoMut 
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following letter written by Mr. Ryland to Mr. Peel,* 
then Under-Secretary of State : 

" I have recently received from the Roman Cb- 
tholic Bishop of Quebec, both a printed and a writt^i 
copy of a Papal Mcmdtment of the Rev. J. O. Plessia, 
dated 35th October, IdIO, which carries on the face 
cS it so gross a violation of the rights and prerogativea 
of the Crown, connected with Lower Canada, that 1 
persuade myself I shall be justified in transmitting 
one of the copies to you, for the purpose of its being 
laid before the Earl of Liveipool." 

" The Bishop in a private letter mentions that he 
has no doubt the paper will be submitted to His 
Majesty's Ministers by the Governor in Chief, but that 
he is apprehensive the ill stale of General Craig's 
health may induce him todelay writing upon the sub* 
jeot. .. .It is so immediately connected with the mea- 
sure proposed by the Grovemor, relative to the assump- 
tion of the patronage of the Romish Church, that I 
have ventured in a separate paper to suggest the ad- 
vfottage which might arise from the Governor's being 
furnished with the opinion of the law officers of the 
Crown on the case. Not that I entertain the most 
distant idea of matters being carried to such lengths, 
OS to render it advisable that a suit should be institu- 
tuted in the Kings Courts in Lower Canada against 
Mr. Plessis, for the illegal assumptions of powers as 
titular Bishop of Quebec ; but 1 think it might be of 
the utmost consequence to be able, at any time, to 
prove to him the illegality of his conduct, and the 
power which the Crown has over him, if driven to the 
necessity of exercising it ; and I am fully persuaded 
that an intimation of the kind wonld be the strongest 
])os8ibIe motive with a man of his stamp and charac- 
ter, to submit himself to His Majesty's pleasure." 

In the memorandum which accompanied this letter, 
Mr. Ryland, after having refened to the Royal instruc- 
tions, and to the articles of treaty, touching the exer- 
cise of the Catholic religion ; showed the ofiicers of the 

• AfterWHid* Sir Robert Peel ) this luller is d*led lllb Fcbnwy, 1819 
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Crown, that M. Plessis had published without the 
ooDsent of the GoTemor Geoeral, an address in which 
be had anogated to himself the title of Bishop of 
Quebec by the ' Grace of the Qoty Apostolic See, and 
as a consequence of this grave accusatioD, he put 
these three questions. 

Fint. — Whether, under the circumstanees of the 
case, the Revd. M. Plessis, by issuing and circulating 
the mandtment above mentioned, and publicly taking 
upon himself the style, title and authorities thereinset 
forth, does render himwlf liable to a criminal prose- 
cuti<m for the same ? 

Secondly. — Under what Statute »>r Statutes an action 
in this case might be brought into the Provincial 
Court of King's Bench .* and 

Thirdly. — To what penalty or penalties the said 
M. Plessis might be subject if prosecuted to convic- 
tion. (Signed,) «H. W. R." 

One may judge from the preceding, with what good 
will Mr. Rytand and his friends entered into that anair. 
Fortunately, the English Ministry had broader and 
mote liberal ideas than General Craig and his Coan- 
eillors, who believed themselves etnl living in the 
times of Cromwell. 

Lord Liverpool refused to change the constitutifHi 
of Canada, or to suspend it ; he knew that the dis- 
cussion of such a question, if it was introduced before 
the Imperial Parliament, would excite violent attacks 
against the Ministry, who had already trouble enough 
1o maintain themselves. As to the other (wo pro- 
jMsitioDS, as they exacted no intervention from Parlia- 
toient. The Colonial Secretary, while declaring that he 
wished to lead the Colonies by conviction and not by 
foroe, prepared at the same time a project of instruc- 
tions for the Governor of Canada. The following whs 
their bases : they would ctxisent to take the property of 
Saint Sulpice on certain conditions, and piece it, 
together with that of the Jesuits, in the hands of the 
Executive, who would thereby become independent 
of Parliament ; they would recognize the civil ex- 
istence of the Roman Catholic Bishop as well as the 
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Carea, on condition that the Governor exercised the 
rights of the Crown over them, and over their parishes^ 
an effective way, certainly, of establishing the Royal 
snpremscy, that is to ^y : they would hand oves to 
the favorites of the Governor the power of regulating 
ecclesiastic Ell alfairs. So Mr. Ryland admired the 
wisdom and liberality of these measures. But the 
Lord Chancellor, it seems, did not see matters in the 
same light, for having been consulted on tlw justice of 
these propositions, Lord Eldon inspired the Colonial 
Secretary with some scruples, which pour le momtnt 
as was said, arrested the whole project ; and God be 
thanked, nobody had afterwards the unhappy courage 
to take it up again. 

As to the soils which they wished to enter against 
the Bishop of Quebec, none of the officers of the Im- 
perial Government thought proper to busy themBelvee 
about them. On this subject Mr. Peel gave Mr. Ry- 
land great trouble and anxiety, and that gentleman 
theielmre expressed his conviction, that though a young 
laan of agreable manners and great talents, the Under- 
Secretary understood nothing of Canadian afiurs. 
Mr. Peel had always some Hattering ^vords for the 
envoy of General Craig, but he never allowed himeelf 
to be convinced by him. When Mr. Ryland told him 
that all the English parly supported the Govemor, 
" very good," replied the other, " but the Canadiuis 
are so much more numerous than the English," a re- 
maji that he repeated many times, and in such a way 
as to give Mr. Ryland to understand that he did not 
wish to go against the i»ejudices of the moat con- 
siderable part of the inhabitants. On another occs^ 
BJon, Mr. Peel, to the great scandal of his interlocutor, 
asked, whether if instead of throwing the Editors <rf" 
the Canadien into a prison, H would not have been 
better to have gained (hem over by mote mild pro- 
ceedings ? 

Twice Mr. Ryland had written to Mr. Peel abotxt 
the mandement of the Catholic Bishop ; great then 
was the former gentleman's surprise, when he found 
that the statesman had completely forgotten these 
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two letters, and ccmfounded tbem with a request, in 
which Dr. Mountain had asked a sum of in<»iey to 
fiaish his cathedral.* 

The good sense of the ministry finally did justice 
to thai miserable chicane, and iMiried it in such pro- 
foood tcvgetfalness, that nobody any more dareu to 
undertake the task of bringing the bishop before tb& 
courts of justice. 

While Mr. Ryland saw all his projects thus vanish- 
usg one after tne other, his protector, General Craig, 
prepared to leave a country, where his deapotic ad- 
ministration had made him so odious to the mass of 
the pet^e, and had caused such an extreme agitation 
Ibrengh (he extent of the province. 

Before quitting Canada, be desired to draw frooi 
Mgr. Plessis, wine kind of a response, however Utile 
favofable to the royal sD[B%niacy ; he was not aware 
that the prelate, always so ready to render to autho- 
rity all that hia sense of duty dictated, could never be 
ma^ to cede aught of that which he knew belonged 

** I have lately had some conversation with Plessis," 
wril«a Sir James Craig, " relative to his situation, 
and that of the clei^y .... He expressed a wish that 
it was finished. . . .He told me that he was to go to 
Thne Riveis a day or two after, and requested to 
defef entering into it more particularly till his return. 
Whetiier he consulted Noisenx or CaitHme, or both, 1 
know not ; but when he relnrned I found him entirely 
obaaced, for his conscience would by no means per- 
mit hum even to consent to the crown nominating to 
the livings. J immediately told him that it was 
f to continue any further conversation, as 



* * Tllii catbadral," Mr. Kyland telli na in oae ot hi> letlera, ■■ WM built 

■»— t — ■ppUeuiDD to p«rliiuiienl. "Upon lhi» wbject I m»y otMnw,llut 

nppow an appilcaliaa to puUameat is absolutely neceaaiT, 

' ■•-■-- •• - ■- "• .... ifhoDjbidtt 



iriOmmBj ■ppUealiDD to parliunenl. "Upon thii (ubject i may o 
I AmU not nppow an appllcaliaa to pailiameiit is ataolutely 

for ifl recollect right, the MeiropotiUm Churcb at Quebec 

— '*'— t any legiSall— -- — •■- — ' • 



SMraUiy of EHate, for Ihe tima being, anthoriiiiigr ike campUlIon of the 
fanattian. Ttie tiiiole expense amonnted to about £1SJM0, and wta paid 
bl tbe aaTenoT>« varruita, on the Beoeirer Oaural, but of eooMe lUi 
tupmStan vai not laid tcTore the Hon«e of AMenbty, tb^mch fneliAd 
ln.t&B poblic acc«unti, that are yeariv IntDsniitted to the Xjonb or Wt 
Uajattj^ Ti«a«iirr,» 
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lhat was a matter which did not rest upon kta tastnl 
or denial. The right actually exided in the Crown, 
and U)ould moat assuredly aooner or later be regunud. 
Oor conversation did, however, continne two hours 
and a half, but we parted without either engaging the 
other to change. . . . We have parted very good 
friends....) have probably seen the last of hiin, for 
be sailed yesterday on a tour round the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence," 

The following is the account given of the same in- 
terview addressed by Mgr. Plessis to M. Ronx, his 
grand vicaire : 

** I had yesterday a conversation with His Excel- 
lency the Governor, which lasted one hour and three 
qoaiters, in which he exhausted himself and me also, 
in spealEing, without our being able to fall into 
accord upon the only point that was agitated, to wit, 
the nomination to cures. He viewed it obstinately 
as a civil affair, and as a pren^ative of the Crown, 
which it would never abanaon, and which he main* 
tained had been exercised from all time by the Kings 
of France and England, even before the Rtjormation 
of the church in the latter kingdom. I tried to make 
him understand the essential difference, between the 
patronage exercised o^r certain benefices, whether 
hy the King, or by private persons, and the canonical 
institution, which conld only proceed from the chorob, 
-and without which, all the commissions or ntmiina- 
tions of sovereigns and other patrons, would be of no 
-effect. 1 explained to him what -was* meant in the 
French ecclesiastical law, by the rights of " regale " 
or royalty, that the King of France exercised over all 
the benefices of the vacant diocese, the greatest an- 
"diority to which he could pretend, and yet confeited 
no cores, the collation to which was reserved to the 
chapter of the cathedral. 

I added, that the right of the Bishops upon that 
point, was so well established, that Bonaparte had 
been obliged to recognize it by an express article in 
the Concordat ; that the example -wUch he oiled of 
the Anglican Bishops who conferred no cure, told for 
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Qolhing with us ; that the Catholic Church had 
always given to ita Bishops more power than the 
AoglicaD Church conferred on its own ; that nobody 
could be more submissive tlran myself, or better 
disposed to the Government ; that it was a general 
principle with me to second its views in every thing 
that wounded not my conscience, but that it forbid me 
to go beyond that ; that f felt more than any body my 
unpleasant position, in occupying a place that was not 
acknowledged civilly, and oflivmg there in poverty ; 
but that I would willingly submit to greater priva- 
tions, ratherthan take any steps which would discredit 
me before my olorgy and my people. That a sale 
of my episcopacy, rspecially if there should resalt to 
me some additional revenae, would be against the 
dictates of my conscience, and be considered a treason 
to the church. 

That having done as much as my predecessors for 
the service of Government, I expressed a hope that the 
Governor did not desire to treat me worse than my 
predecessors ; and further, that I would try more and 
more to deserve his protection, not so much for myself, 
as for the faithful, in whose salvation I interested 
myself; that divine providence wonld bring, without 
ckmbt, more favorable circumstances, fcc. We dis- 
puted much, but the Governor was not angiy and we 
parted at last, little satisfied with each other." 

Mgr. Plessis regarded the influence of Sir J. Craig 
with the English Government as much more conside- 
rable than it really was. The threats of the Governor 
had imposed upon him, and he regarded them as the 
warnings of an approaching prosecution, perhaps 
even, a refusal to perpetuate the Catholic Episcopacy 
in the Province. The Bishop was far from suspecting 
that affairs were going to take quite a different turn. 

These two men never saw each other again ; on 
the 4th of June, Mgr. Plessis left Quebec for a visit to 
the Magdalen Islands and the Bay of Chaieur ; on the 
19th of the same month, the Governor General em- 
barked for England, to the general satisfaction of all 
Canadians, who had been so long subjected to his 
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caprices and his despotism. His health at the time 
was so bad, that he had little hope of surviving the 
passage. He lived however, some time longer and 
died in the month of Jannaty of the following yea;* 

The arbitrary adminisb^tion of Sir James Craig 
weighed heavily upon the old inhabitants of Uie 
Country ; a veteran officer who had fought against the 
French during many long years, he had accastomed 
himself to regard as enemies, all those who held to 
France by their origin and Iheir language ; a settled 
distrust oi them took possession of his mind, and he 
could not admit the possibility of their attachment to 
British Institutions. A small knot of party men, 
nursed and increased the prejudices of a man, 
rendered sour and suspicious by sickness, and who 
was only accustomed to command soldiers. 

A law passed in 1803, unfortunately, favored his 
inclinations to despotism. Adopted at a period, when 
lumour attributed to the Agents of the French Go« 
vemment, a desire to foment discontent in the 
Country ; it confided extraordinary powers to the 
bends of the Governor and his Councill<»rs. Upon an 
order signed by three members of the Executive 
Council, the most honest persons could be arrested 
and thrown into prison under a secret accusation of 
" high treason, concealment of high treason, or 
suspicion of high treason." Tfao3c w^ho had thus 
been incarcerated enjoyed none of the privileges of 
habeas corpus and could only be liberated upon the 
order of the Governor. 

Mgr. Plessis, finding himself, as well as the entire 
priesthootl, exposed to the caprices of a restless and 
irritable man ; did every thing in his power to avert 
the storm that so unceasingly threatened them ; to 
maintain that state of peace so necessary to his 
church, and to preserve his flock from political agita- 
tion and the horrors of a civil war. By prudence and 
moderation he indulged the hope of preserving such 
a position, as would enable him to act the part of 

le ilitd. Mgr. Flefiit din] 
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mediator, ia the event of any unfortunate coltision 
between the executive and the people. He was 
therefore, ever on his guard to avoid a rupture with 
Sir James Craig, and he was even reproached with 
havj^ ceded too easily to some exi^ncies of the 
Governor, during the quarrels between the Executive 
uid the House of Assembly. But while he recoiled 
before the political struggle, the luoment diat it 
became a question of sustaining the rights of religion 
and the church, he was immoveable and would rather 
have lost his life, than have consented to any unjust 

fitetensious on the part of the adversaries <rf eatho- 
icism. 

VI 

Sir George Prevosl — Mijinorial upon tb« church of Caaadn. 

The anxieties of the Bishop of Qaebec were a 
little diminished after the departure of Sir James 
Craig ; but they had not completely vanished, for he 
had still to fear the result of the voyage of Mr, 
Ryland. The transfer of Sir George Prevosl from 
the Government of Nova-Scotia to that of Canada, 
and his speedy arrival, was uow announced. The 
Grand vicar Burke, who had known him well at 
Halifax, spoke favorably of him. *' I am glad to 
hear you say such kind things of the new Governor," 
replied Mgr. Plessis ; " it will be fortunate if he does 
not allow nimself, as his predecessors have done, to 
be circumvented by persons interested to ill use the 
catholics." 

These apprehensions were not without some 
foundation, for notwithstanding his desire to please 
the Canadians, Sir George Prevost entertained the 
same views as his predecessor, touching the existence 
and authority of a Catholic Bishop in Canada ; in 
fact, upon that sabject, he appeared to be guided at 
first by the counsels of the old advisers of General 
Craig. 

However, in the spring of that year, the Governor 
made new propositions. Mgr. Plessis who, the pre- 



Dictzed by Google 



ceding year, had visited a pait of the gulf of Saint- 
Lawrence, was about to resnme his labors and to 
visit the missions of Prince Edward's Island, Nova- 
Scotia, and a part of New-Brunswick, when General 
Prevost forwarded him the following communication. 
" I have received some despatches from England ; 
it is desired to place you upon a more respectable 
footing, but it is expected that yon will yourself lay 
down the conditions. I should desire to have your 
ideas upon the above belore your departure for the 
Gulf, for it is necessaiy to provide against every 
thing, and to have a good understanding." 

" Before my departure " replied the Bishm), " I 
shall have the honor of placing in the hands of Your 
Excellency a memorandum containing my ideas and 
my principles, I am obliged to declare beforehand, 
that no temporal offer can induce me to renounce any 
part of my spiritual jurisdiction. That jurisdiction 
la not mine, I merely hold it as a deposit for the 
church, which I am in no wise permitted to dissipate 
and of which I must render a good account." 

Mgr. Plessis hastened to prepare a memorial, 
which he presented on the 15th day of May, and a 
few days after entered upon his visitation. That 
document furnishes such interesting details upon the 
Church of Canada, and explains so clearly the 
position in which it was then placed, that it naturally 
finds its place here, " The memorial which follows '* 
says the author, "has for its object to show: Isl 
What the Bishopf< were in Canada before the con- 
quest of the Colony ; 2nd That which they have been 
since the conquest ; 3rd The position it would be 
proper for the m to occupy for the future . . . . " 

After having given some details relating to the old 
Bishops, he adds : 

" These six first Bishops were bom in France. 
The Bishops of Quebec being upon the same footing 
as those of France, these prelates were named by a 
brevet of the King, and confirmed by Bulls of the 
Apostolical See, after examination made of their faith 
and of their morals in conformity with the Concordat.. 
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".... The revenues of the Bishop consisted partly^ 
of gnttifications from the Cle^y of France, and partly 
from three Abbeys, the proceeds of which he shared 
with his cbaptei. It does not appear that the total 
revenue of the Bishop liad ever exceeded eight 

Ihonsand francs worth to-day twelve hundred 

lonis and perhaps more. 

'* 3. Since the conquest, the liberty of the Ca- 
tholic Worship having been accorded to the inhabi- 
tants of Canada {pour submater en son etitier,) -hy- 
article 17th of the capitulation of Montreal in 1760,. 
and by article IV of the definitive treaty of peace i^ 
1763, the continuation of the pastoral ministry was- 
necessarily comprised in that concession. The Ca- 
thqlie Religion could not subsist without Clergy. It 
was then a necessity to the new subjects of His 
Britannic Majesty, that they should have priests, to 
announce to Uiem the word of God, to administer to 
them the Sacrements, and other spiritual aids, and a 
Bish(^ to ordain these priests, and to govern spiri- 
tuaUy the Clergy and the people of the Colony^ 

Article 30 of the capitulation of Montreal, by which 
it was demanded that the King of France sbonlcl 
continue to name the Bishop of Canada, was jnstly 
negatived ; but no other mode of nomination having 
been adopted, the Chapter of the Cathedral considered 
itself in possession of the Ancient Right, according to 
whieh the Bishop was elected by the Clergy of the 
vacant church, and confirmed by the Metropolitans 
or by the Pope, under the good pleasure of the 
Soveieign." 

" In consequence, M. Jean Olivier Briand, one of 
the Canons and Vicar General during the vacancy 
of the See, was elected Bishop of Quebec by an Acte 
Capitalaire, dated the llth September, 1764, and 
flemished with the recommendation of Governor 
James Murray, whose confidence he had deserved,. . . . 
he passed into Europe the same year, and olMained 
Bulls from the Holy See, was consecrated in the 
spring of 1766, and returned to Canada the same- 
year. After having in his new quality taken the oath. 
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of allegiance, to the repiiesentative of the King, he 
exeicised all the functions, with ae much libertjr, as 
be would have been able \o do ander the old regime, 
and received coDstaotly on the part of dimxent 
Govemosrs, testimonials of a diBtinguished consi- 
deration." 

" The Episcopal Palace of Quebec bad been consi- 
derably damaged by the bombardment of the City in 
1759. M. Briand becoming Bishop repaired it, oat 
of his own savings, nndei the eyes of (he Provincial 
Government, who not only found no fault, but took it 
on lease in 1778, to place in it the Provincial Se- 
cretary's and other public offices. That lease exists 
still, and brings annually to the Bishop one bondred 
and fifty pounds sterling. Three years before, to wit, 
in 1775, the Government accorded to the same Bishop 
a pension of two hundred pounds sterling, which 
his snccessors have continued to receive : so that their 
total revenae was three hundred and fifty pounds 
sterling only ; for the French revolution deprived 
them of two hundred and fifty pounds sterling, which 
had been conserved out of their old revenae in 
France." 

" Forseeing the difficulties which would aocom- 
pany the change of Bishops, and above all the expenses 
of the voyage, if each one as elected should have' to 
Mss over to Europe for episcopal consecratitm ; M. 
Briand acquainted the Court of Rome and Geiwral 
GuyCarleton, after\vards Lord Dorchester, and then 
Governor of the Province of Quebec, with the project 
he had concfivedof giving himself a coadjutor, cum 
faturti aucces.ione. He agreed with the Governor 
that this dignity should be conferred upon M. Louis 
Maricheau Oesgly ! one of the Canadian priests of 
his Clergy, for which he obtained Bulls from the 
Holy See, by virtue of which he consecrated him at . 
Quebec, the 12th July, 1772, under the title of Bishop 
of Dorylee." 

" Since that time the Bishop of Quebec has always 
had a coadjutor ; proposed by himself, accepted by 
the re[»esentative of the King in this Province, ad- 
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inltted 10 the oath of allegiance by the Ooremor in 
Council, confiitned by Bulls fiom toe Court of Rome 
upon the postulation of the Bishop, and testimony of 
the Clergy, consecrated in the Province itself, and 
ready to succeed the Bishop in ease of death or resign 
nation, and sworn in anew, when his turn came to 
occupy the Episcopal See." 

" Thus M. Briand having resigned towards the end 
of 1782, afier 18 years of episcopacy, M. Desgly suc- 
ceeded him, and had for coadjutor M. Jean Franks 
Hubert, under the title of Bishop of Almire." 

" After the death of M. Desgly, in 1788, M. Hubert 
had successively two coadjutors, to wit : M. Charles 
Fran9ois Bailly, titular Bishop of Capse, deceased in 
1704, and M. Pieire Denaat, titular of Canathe, in 
favor of whom he resigned in 1797," 

" Under the same title of Canathe, the undersigned 
became coadjntor of M. Denaut, and succeeded him 
at his death, which took place at the begiiming of 1806, 
and accepted for his coadjutor M. Bernard Giattde 
Panel, ccmseerated in the spring of 1807, under the 
title of Saldes in the Mauritanie " 

" It is very well knovi^n that the Bishops of Quebec 
do not pretend to exercise any other than spiritual 
authority over the Catholic subjects of their diocese ; 
and neither iheir jurisprudence, nor their titles, were 
ever contested till these latter years ; when some in- 
sinuations artfully spread through the public papers, 
and some assertions advanced in the Courts of jnatice 
oS this province, began to throw over the exercise and 
even over the existence of the Catholic Episcopate ttf 
Canada, certain clonds, calculated to deprive these 
prelates of the influence which is necessary to tfa^n, 
whether few the conduct of their flock, whetiier fi>r 
the Bucoess of services which the Government erf His 
Majesty might expect from them for the maintenance 
of good order, or for the security of the province in 
moments of trouble or of invasion." 

*' It 181 true, that notwithstanding these attempts, 

the fitst of^Vich were tried but ten years ago , 

there is realtytoo sensible diifereace in the oondition 
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of the Catholic Bishops, from that which they held 
before the conquest, except that they have no longer 
a chapter, nor officiality, nor entrance to the Council ; 
and that their revenues are found to be very much 
below what the circumstances of the times and their 
dignity would seem to e^act. But we cannot con- 
ceal, that they are now exposed to many obstacles, 
whether in their private transactions, or in the exercise 
ei their public functions, and it is not possible that 
this state of things can exist much longer, without 
further deterioration, unless some prompt remedy be 
applied. 

3idly. For the future. — The spiritual powers to be 
exercised by the Bishop of Quebec should come from 
the church by way of the Sovereign Pontiff, He is 
not permitted to despoil himself of them, either In 
whole, or in part, nor to draw them fiom any other 
source. But the spiritual functions have certain exte- 
rior and civil effects, and it is only in relation to these 
civil and exterior effects, that he feels the necessity of 
being aothorized to eimtinue the functions of bis pre- 
decessors, in the same principles, and with the same 
deference for the established authorities, in such a 
way, that he may not meet with those shackles which 
disturb the liberty that he and his predecessors have 

enjoyed up to this day and do not procure any 

advantage to the government. 

" He desires then, that he and his successors be 
civilly recognized as Roman Catholic Bishops of Que- 
bec ; having under their Episcopal jurisdiction, all the 
catlwUo subjects of His Majesty, established in the 
provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, Nova Scotia, 
and New Brunswick ; and in the islands of Cape Bre- 
ton, Prince Edward and the Magdeleines ; and that the 
said Bishops may enjoy in an aoknowlet^d manner, 
the r^^ts and prerogatives up to the present exercised 
without interruption, by those who preceded them in 
the government of the church of Canada, and further, 
that the property of the Episcopal Palace be confirmed 
to the Roman Catholic Bishops of Qu^i^', and that 
they may transmit to the Bishops, theiri\ occessors, the 
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acquisitions which they may have made in that 
qaality. 

" Kver occupied wiih the care of his church, the 
undersigned believ«s it to be his dnty to limit his 
desires within these bounds. 

"As to the influence that any assignment of revenue 
might give to his office, which would permit him to 
serve more efficaciously the government of His Ma- 
jesty... -also as to the utility there might be in a 
country of which at least 39 out of 40 are catholics, to 
let the clergy of that communion be represented by its 
chief in the Executive and Legislative Councils, these 
are objects which he would know how to prize ; that 
he would receive with gratitude, if they were oflered ; 
bat upon which, he wili nevertheless abstain from 
making any particular demand, relying fdlly on the 
tecf^ized benevolence and wisdom of your Excel- 
lency. 

(Signed), Joseph Octaye Plessis." 

This memorial was of a nature to leave a favorable 
impression on the mind of Sir George Prevoat, who 
was naturally benevolent, and whose position also, 
engaged him to render justice to the Catholic Clergy. 
Tl^ Bishop of Quebec bad evidently some hopes that 
Govenor Prevost would enfranchise himself m>m the 
yoke of the Councillors of Sir James Craig ; he flat- 
tered himself also the more, that the fall of the English 
Minisb'y, regarded as probable, would leave the 
Prince Regent at liberty to follow the favorable incli- 
nations which were attributed to him on behalf of the 
interests of the catholics of the empire. But another 
cause brought about a very sensible amelioration in 
the position of the catholic church of Canada. 

Mgr. Plessis left the 20th May, to continue his 
pastoral visit around the Gulf of St. Lawrence ; he had 
travelled over the Acadian Villages, and the Scotch 
settlements of the Island of St. John, when he heard 
that the American Republic had declared war against 
Great Britain, and had already commenced hostilities. 
N(rt wishing to interrupt his journey, he visited, in 
6" 
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spile of the dsnger which he ran from the enemies 
cruisers, a part of Cape Breton, Nova Scotia, and 
Kew Brunswick ; and relumed to Canada through 
the interior of the Country, enduring all the hardshipa 
of a path, which is to day scarcely practicable to ati^ 
other than Indians. 



Atuericaii war— Service* rendered by the Clergy and Militia of Cnaula— 
Lrtten of Lord BaiburM— The litle of Ronika Catbelia Bi«bop M'QuebeD 
reoofiiiied in Poblic Acta -Daputare of Sir 0«orse Preraet— Sir Qocdon 
IVummoDd — JourDeya o< iheBiihop of Quebeo iaio Mava Scotia tod 
irpper Oaaada— He la named Ije(iilatiTB CouDCilkir. 

The entire Colony was under arms. On the 18th 
June preceding, the American Congress had deolaied 
war against Great Britain, and the troops of the Union 
had already fried to penetrate into the Province. In 
presence of the dangers which threatened the Country, 
the Government had made an appeal to the loyally of 
the Canadians, those same Canadians who had been 
represented by governcM* Craig as ready to revolt and 
ally themselves with the American Republic. Grene^ 
ral Prevoat, on the contrary, did not hesitate to ctaificle 
to them the defence of Canada; his hopes were sot 
deceived, for from all quarters, the people rose to 
resist the invaders of their Country, 

In the name of the Canadian population, the Hooee 
of Assembly replied nobly to the appeal of the Govei^ 
Bor : 

«' Your Excellency" said they " may repose entire^ 
upon the good spirit which animatesthe subjects of Hjb 
Majesty in this Province ; their attachment to the 
religion of their fathers, their loyalty towards their 
Soverpign, their ardent love for the true interests of 
the Country arc such powerful motives, that tbe 
enemy cannot intimidate them by his threats, nor 
deceive them by his insidious efibrta." 

With the utmost liberality, the reiHCsenlatives of 
tbe people provided the means of corermg ihe first 
expenses of the war; tbe militia was org -"^ ^ 
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everywhere displayed mcTedible zealfor the defease 
of^e eouiury. Before the commencement of Sep- 
tmsetwr, some battalions of voting Canadians were 
placed apon the frontier ecbelloned from Vamaeha to 
Saint-Regia. 

Mgr. Pleesis bad scarcely arrived at QuebtiC, when 
be hastened to provide for the religious necessities of 
the militia ; who demanded immediately the presence 
(^ » priest among them. He geminated as Chaplain, 
M. Robitaille, Cur6 of -Saint-Marc, and charged him 
with the care of the troops stationed at Saint-Jobns, 
Isle anx Noix and the neighboriag forts ; other priests 
were added as the line (^defence was extended. 

In the month of October, the Bishop addressed a 
oircnlar to Meseienrs les CnrSs, to thank them in the 
name of the Grovemor, for the assistance they had lent 
ham, both in raising the Militia and maintaining sabor' 
dmation in tbe ranks of new recruits. 

" Success" said he in that letter, " has fully responded 
' to yoor eftbrts, to which we may attribute that ardor, 
wiuch each day developes itself, more and more, to 
second the views of tbe Government, and loconcuruna- 
nimously and efficaciously in the means of defending 
tbe Province. NoBpeclactecanbemore consolingthan 
that of patriotism and piety, going hand in hand, in a 
way that the faithful, eager to purify themselves by 
the reception of the sacraments, are also the first to 
take themselves where the orders of {Jieir oHicers call 
them, and tbe most ready to fly to the combat." 

Some days after, he addressed some warnings and 
exhcnlations to all his diocesans, and more particu- 
larly to those who watched the movements of the 
enemy near the frontier. 

" Two things are necessary to you Militia men, 
chained upon the frontier with our dearest interests ; 
and yon, commanders and officers of these estimable 
corps ! The first is, not to put your confidence in 
your own strength, as the unfaithful world do : hi in 
curribua el ki in equit. Tbe brilliant success which we 
expect from your military ardor, reposes essentially 
upon the blessing that Ood will deign to grant to your 
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afms : noa autem in nomine dnmini nostri invocabi- 
mu9. The second is, to shun the vices, which ia tea- 
Hering you unworthy of the ]:»otectioii of heaven, may 
draw upon your country vexation and hninitiating 
reverses 

" And you ! dearly beloved brethren, who, far from 
the field of battle, take nevertheless such a lively 
part in the fate of our warriors, and show yourselves 
ao impatient of being called to share their work. Yod ! 
pious wive^, who with an emotion mixed with confi- 
dence, expect the departure of your husbands as you 
consented lo that of your children;, you! priests, 
whose ardent zeal for the public cause was commu- 
nicated 90 efficaciously to your ilocks, by administer- 
ing the word, or where charity has conducted yon to 
the field, to encourage your young parishioners ; what 
remains for you to do ? if not to raise yonr hands 
towards heaven, like Moses, when the army of Israel 
came to blows with the Amelekitee."* 

The circular letters and the maruiements of ihe ■ 
Bishop produced marvellous effects npon his dioce- 
sans ; while they again showed by their conduct, 
that they had been calumniated, when it had been 
tried to put in doubt their loyalty ; wherever they 
were sent, they proved that the catholic religion had 
taught them to remain faithful to their flag, and to 
defend bravely the soil of their country. 

An attempt of the American troops to penetrate 
into the district of Montreal, during the autumn of 
1813, furnished to Canadians Ihe occasion of display- 
ing a courage worthy the renown of their fathers. 
Three hundred militiamen accompanied by a small 
troop of Indians, and conducted by the brave de 
Salaberry, arrested on the banks of the River Cha- 
teaugay more than four thousand Americans, forming 
the army of General Hampton and forced them to a 
precipitate retreat. That glorious combat, delivered 
on the 26lh October, 1813, served to disconcert the 
plans of the enemy, and drew the colony out of an 

* Mm Jement Tor public pniycR) !9lli October, 1812. 
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imminent danger. At the same moment, an army 
more numerons threatened Montreal on the other 
'aide ; ten thonsand men commanded by General 
Wilkinson, left Sacket'B-Harbour, and descended the 
St. Lawrence in the hope of nniting with the army of 
Hampton. 

On the nimor of that new danger, the Bishop 
hastened to address some paternal advice to those of 
his children who were upon the frontiers. 

*' Warriors, ! '' said he in his Mandement of the 
11th November, " it is to you that belongs the task 
of opposing yourselves like a wall to the approach of 
the enemy, and to disconcert iheir measures. They 
wilt cease to be formidable when the God of battles 
fights on your side ; under his holy protection, march 
to combat as to victoiy ; sustain that reputation for 
obedience, for discipline, for valour, and for intre- 
pidity, by which you deserved your first success. 
Your conndence will not be vain, if in exposing your 
lives, for the defence of your country and your hearths, 
yon take care before all things to make your peace 
•with God." 

By a remarkable coincidence, the same day that 
this address was published in Quebec, the English 
troops gained a signal victory over the army of 
Wilkinson, at " Chrystler's Farm "; and in that affair, 
a corps of Canadian Voltigeurs under the orders of 
Major Herriot, especially distinguished itself by the 
side of the English soldiers. 

The warxontinued a great part of the following year, 
and whenever the occasion presented itself, the entire 
Canadian popnlatirai, encouraged by their chief 
pastor gave repeated proofs of its devotion to the 
country. 

Repulsed in many attempts on the froutiets of 
"Canada, and left in a simple where they had nothing 
to gain, our neighbors of uie United States began to 
reflect upon the expediency of an accommodation 
with England. 

Peace was signed at Ghent in the month of Decem- 
1)er, 1814 ; it was' ratified in the first place by the 
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Prince Regent op the part of Great Britain, od the 
twenty-ninth of the same month ; and by the President 
of the United States in the month of February, 1815. ' 

Bir Qeorge Prevost had not neglected the occasicn 
oi recognizing the services of the Militia. He in- 
formed the Colonial Secretary, parllcularly, of the 
zeal shewn by Mgr. Plcssis and all his clergy, for the 
defence of Canada ; he represented also the salutary ' 
influence that the chief of the catholic church had 
exercised in those trying times over all his diocesans. 
A letter from Lord Bathurst to General Pre^ist in 
1&13, evidences that times were changed since the 
dftys when some of the government officers coald 
tbteaten to drag the bishop of Quebec before the CQurls 
of justice, for having taken the title which belonged 
to him. 

" 1 have to inform you," wrote Lord Bathurst, 
" that his Royal Highness the Prince Regent in the 
name of his Majesty, desires that hereafter the allow- 
ance of the Catholic Bishop of Quebec, be one thou- 
sand pounds per annum, as a testimony rendered to 
the loyalty and good conduct of the gentlenian who 
naw occupies that place, as well as of the other 
members of the Catholic Clergy of the Province." 

Two months after, the same minister replied to the 
Anglican Bishop, who complained that tne govern- 
went recognized two titulars of the same dioocBe. 
" Whatever opinions may be entertained with ret^et 
to the adoption of measures for restraining the Cathj^Mc 
Church in the Province, or reducing its lately acquired 
superiority, I am sure you will feel with me that the 
moment at which His Majesty's Canadian subjects 
are making the most meritorious exertions in defence 
of the Province, against the enemy, is not the most 
auspicious for bringing forward any changes wfaiclr 
they might, however erroneously, consider as trench- 
ing upon the privileges of their church."* 

About the same period the clerk of the £xecotivc 
Council, Mr. Ryland, was forced to give to Mgr. 

• Letter Mlh December, IMS. 
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Plessie tbe title of Catholic Bishop of Qoebec, in a. 
pub^ document that he addressed to him, but he did 
it with a very bad grace. " Monsieur Pleesia," he 
wifM to the Secretary of Sir George Prevotjt, " ex- 
jnreseies the desire that I woQld give him the title of 
Ronwi Catholic Bishop of Quebec. Not thinking 
myself at liberty to adopt a change contrary to the 
Dnstace) recommended in the instructions of His 
llajerty, 1 shall eubmit the qaestion to the GuTenKKr, 
uid-aJtow myself to be gnided by his decisiwt." 

In tbe name of General Prevost, Mr. Brenton i^f^ed 
bii^y, that since Lord Bathurst himself rect^nized 
M. Plena is as Roman Catholic Bishop of Quebec^ 
tbeve existed no reason, which could hinder Mr. 
Ry;]and from doing aa much. 

Thus, the members of the cabal saw their ioraltiBg' 
pietenaiiHis repelled by the Governor and by the min- 
i«tiy- That they had assured themselves, however^ 
<d a vict(»y, may be seen by the following extract 
from a {»oject for letters patent, which had bees 
dmwv by one of them during the admini^raliffli - cf 
€ie«e|9l Craig. 

'* By these presents we constitute and nominate 
N., our Ecclesiastical Superintendent for Ihea/Iairs of 
otu efattrch of Rome, in our Province of Lower Canada. 

" And we auAorize the said N., and his suceeesois 
in Use Sftid charge .... to exercise .... spiritual and 
ecaleawtioal jurisdiction in our said province, ac- 
coeding to law^. . . . and w^ have given and afcorded 
to ftas Mtid Ecclesiastical Superintendent for the afTairs 
trf the Cbnzch of Rome, full power and entire ao- 
ihcffityto con£erllie order of Deaccai and Priest, to 
initititfe by himself, or his delegate, the priettfs and 
deecfflu that we shall present and nominate to bene- 
fices in tbe i»ovince, with cbaj^ of souls " 

Thiia we see, the project of placing the Ecclesl- 
asUeal authority into the hands of the leaders of the 
Executive Council was completely organized, and 
waolsd nt^bing but the approbation of the Sovereigv. 

By his [»iidence, moderation and firmness, M^. 
Plessis had completely baffled the machinations oi 
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the aati-catholic party ; without allowing himself to 
be drawn into the political struggle, he held firmly to 
hia post on religious ground ; one after the other, he 
had repulsed the attacks of the enemies of his church, 
and not only had he taken publicly his title of Bishop 
of Quebec, but had won for it, the recognition of the 
colonial and metropolitan authorities. 

There remained however, to obtain some conoes- 
8i<»ts from the Imperial Government, to assure the 
Catholic hierarchy that entire liberty of action in 
its own affairs, to which it had a right in the piorioce. 
There were still some obstacles in theway of ameli- 
orations; and it needed all the Bishop's conrage and 
perseverance, as well as the special protection of 
heaven, to maintain his church in that favorable posi- 
ti<m, that he had by the grace of God, succeeded in 
placing it. Though humiliated under General Pre- 
vost, the league of <^cials were neither destr<^ed nor 
dispersed ; they possessed agents, credit and protec- 
tors ; and were the self same party upon whose repre- 
sentations that Governor was recalled, who by hie 
prudence, had preserved Canada to England, but who 
bad been guilty of the crime of rendering justice to 
the old inhabitants of the country. 

At the prorogation of the House of Assembly, on 
the S5th March, 1816, Sir Geoige Pi«voat informed 
them that he had been recalled, in order to repel in 
Great Britain accusations which attacked his Military 
reputati<m. Though out ofehealth, be left for England 
on the 3rd of April, making his way home by Saint 
John's, New Brunswick. The most (tattering addres- 
ses were presented to him before his departure ; above 
all on the part of the French Canadians, grateful for 
his impartiality in their respect. He was sincerely re- 
gretted by the Bishop of Quebec, who knew his kindly 
disposition for the religious institutions of Canada. 

" Our good Sir Geoi^ has gone," he wrote shortly 
after to the Grand Vicar McDonell, " and withhim have 
disappeared part of your hopes and mine for the ad- 
vancement of letters, and of the catholic religion in otlT 
country." 
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Sir Gordon DTumiDoiid, who had been obarged 

- wilh the temporary administiation of afTaiis, till a 

sacceSBOi should be namf d to Sir George Prevost, 

had neither time nor inclination to occupy himself 

M'ith the affairs of the catholic church. 

The conclusion of peace permitted the Bishop to 
resume his visits to the missions enclosed in the pro- 
vinoes of the Gulf of Si. Lawrence. Leaving at the end 
of May 1815, he travelled round the Coast of Cape 
Breton, where he visited the roins of Louisbonrg, oc- 
cupied then by the familleB of some poor fishermen ; 
on the Coast of Nova Scotia, he stopped at many 
villages, which had been established for a few years 
by some Acadians returned from exile to inhabit a 
ccaner of their old country. At Halifax he was 
received with honor by the english authorities, and 
made acquaintance with Sir John Coape Sherbrooke, 
then Lieut Governor of the Province. 

After having visited the most important missions of 
' Old Acadia, and ascended the river St. Johnnp to the 
Indian Village of St. Anne, he returned to Canada, 
passing through Boston, New- York and Albany. It 
was in the first of these cities that he met Mgr. de 
Cheverus, who was Bishc^ of Boston, and after- 
wards became Archbishop oi^ Bordeaux and Cardinal; 
there also, he made acquaintance with the Venerable 
Grand Vicar M. Matignon, who wished to accompany 
the Bishop of Quebec to hie Episcopal City. 

Mgr. Plessis had now travelled through all parts of 
his vast diocese, with the exception of Upper Canada, 
which he undertook to visit in 1816 ; it was a jour- 
ney of great difiicuity. It had as yet few villages, 
and thwe separated from each other by interminable 
forests; here and there, were some groups of catho- 
lics ; the most considerable being found at Saint 
Raphael of Glengarry, at Kingston, and at Sandwich. 
The Prelate slopped many days at Kingston,' from 

* In 1816, KiDgWon couLained •evenly-Gvc caifaolic familieg, orwhicb 
fitiy-five wnv CunadiBn, inU twenty Scotch and Iriah. Sandwich hxd ■ 
catUic poaolation of iiAeen bundled ftouls. Tim two eMsbtiibiaenli of 
Malilen aadofLn Bivi^Te-a- la- Tranche, coniaioed aboutlaurhundredand 
My aoula. 
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there he went to Sandwich and Saint Peter of La 
Rivifere-a-la-Tranche, both establiBhments M^ere at that 
period, od the confines of civilization. Beyond com- 
menced the great solitudes of the West, known under 
the name of the Upper Gountiy ; and where a great 
number of Canadians traded for the Hudson's Bay 
Company, and that of the North- West, With a view 
<A BUpplying the spiritual necessities of these poor 
catholics, destitute for many a day of all religious 
instruction, and at the same time with the hope of 
procuring the conversion of the unfaithful, the Bishop 
of Quebec andertooli the foundation of a permanent 
mission in the centre of the Indian Country of the 
North-West. 

in short this year upon the demand of Lord Selkirk, 
who was occupied in forming a colony upon the Red 
Kiver, near Lake Winnipeg, M. Tabean, cur^ of 
Boucherville, had been sent to Foit William, situated 
at the western extremity of Lake Superior, there he 
was to meet the voyageurs of the north,* and obtainfrom " 
them information upon the beat means of establishing 
two missionaries at the Red River, in the midst of 
the families who were beginning to assemble there. 
The year 1816 was marked by a certain degree of 
political discontent, caused by the apparent success 
of the party opposed to Sir Oeorge Prevost, and by 
■ the efforts of the leaders of the bureaucracy, to regain 
the ground that they had lost. A vague anxiety 
touching their projects seized the minds of the people, 
and even of a part of the clergy. Sir John Coape 
Sherbrooke, now in charge of the government of 
Canada, had received from Lord Batburst instructions 
to conciliate the catholics. " The system," wrote 
Lord Bathurst, " adopted by the British legislatioB, 
precludes all possibility of supporting the protestants 

* The men engagBd bv [he Nortli-WeM and Hudsoa'a Bajf Compknia, 
wketfaer for ponduoiing thmr canoes, or for trading wilh Ihe inUimna, were 
called " voysgeun." The voyageun who Mopped u Fan WilJiam bore 
the DKka»ate of iHangeiiti de lar/t I^mcod ealere). The true voyagmn 
of the Norlh were those who remaioed beyond [bat po«l, and who never 
came down lo MoDtreal liU niter a eojnurn or many yean in the indian 
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against tbe romaa catholics in the piovince of Lowet 
Canada. . . . There will be no indisposition here to 
attend to the roman catholics' interests and wishes, 
even though this should be unfavorable to the piotes* 
fants, if you can come to a right understanding witb 
that church." 

To <^tain this result, the new Governor ptc^MMed 
to call the Catholic Bishop fd the Legislative Council, 
odid to fator the institution of Apostolic Vicars in Upper 
Canada, Nova Scotia, and the Island r^ Prince Ed- 
ward. These two propositions were submitted in 
En^^and t5 the Attorney General, who appro<red 
of them.* After having taken the opinion of his 
frtenda, and weighed maturely the advantages that 
rel^ion might gain from his presence in the Legisht- 
tive Council, Mgr. Plessis decided to accept thefaTor 
that the British Minister wished to accord to the 
-Catholics of Canada, in the person of their Bishop, 
«nd by a mandamus of the 30th April, 1817, he was 
-nominated Legislative Councillor. In that instru- 
anent he was officially recognized by the Prince 
Kegent, as Roman Catholic Bishop of Quebec. 

Acquainted beforehand with the resolution of the 
imperial Government, M. Sewell, Chief Justice of 
Lower Canada, protested against that mettsiue, 
and declared that it tended to the recogmti<« o( tbe 
authority (^ the Pope within the domains of the 
British Empire ; and proposed that at leaM some 
-expedient snould be adopted to save appearances. 
But as the nomination had been made after mattm 
-deliberation, Lord Bathurst not only refused to take 
a backw^ud step, but further, the government c<Hl- 
sented to recognize the coadjutor — cum fuhtrd'ntcc^- 
■sione — whenever he would be presented to the 
Governor. 

During the rest of his life the Bishop of Quebec sat 
regularly in the Legislative Council, in order to pro- 
tect the interests of religion and the country. Though 
ranked with the minority in the chamber, the princi- 

• Kepoit orSir C. Roblnioo, lat Marcb, tSIS. 
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fial members of which, belonged to the Anglican re- 
igion, and allowed themselves to be guided by Dr. 
Monntain in Ecclesiastical matters, Mgr. Plessls 
never failed to vindicate with finniiess the rights of 
Canadian Catholics, when the voice of the enemy 
was raised to attack their institutions or their rights. 

In 1881, he pronounced strongly against a decision 
of his colleagues, in virtue of ■which, the popnlar 
branch of the legislature found itself deprived of a 
part of its privileges in the vote of the civil list ; and 
in 1884, he resisted with the same courage, some en- 
croachments proposed by the ultra-angl'can party, 
and succeeded in cairying the rejection of some pro- 
positions offensive to the Catholics ; his victory was 
complete, and the English Bishop left the house pio- 
testing the lack of devotion displayed by the Council- 
lors to the religion of their august Sovereign, 



After having followed the worthy Bishop of Que- 
bec through the long and painful siruggle which he 
had to sustain during more than ten years, for the de- 
fence of his See, and the liberty of the Catholic wor- 
ship ; we propose now, to enler into some of the 
details of his intimate life, and his relations with 
different portions of his fold. 

As he had predicted when raised to the See of Que- 
bec, his life, during his Episcopate, was an uninter- 
rupted course of labor and sacrifice. His anxiety and 
anguish, may be imagined at those periods when he 
saw his church assailed, by the unilagging efforts of 
those public officers, who assumed to themselves the 
arbitration of the destinies of Canada ; and who from 
the height of their bureaus, looked down with such 
an eye of scorn upon the Catholic religion. He knew 
these men well ; he might have unveiled their mance- 
vres to his people, who were well disposed to sus- 
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tain their fiist pastor ; bat these revelations would 
have given birth to deep and settled hatreds. Au- 
thority already overstrained by Governor Craig, would 
have sank into complete impotence, the oilers of the 
American Republic might have become sufficiently 
tempting to have led astray some unquiet minds, and 
have shaken their fidelity. The fear then, of exposing 
any part of his flock to these dangerous cossequences, 
imposed upon him the duty of silent and patient Buf- 
fering. 

On the other hand, what reproaches had he not to 
endure on the part of ardent patriots, who not com- 
prehending his motives, accused him of timidity, of 
obsequiousness, and of indifference, to the good or 
bad fortune of his fellow countrymen. But in order 
that he might not compromise the future of his Hock, 
he resigned himself to these painful experiences. 

If during many years his career appeared less 
harassed with difficulties, God had still reserved for 
his closing years some bitter contrarieties ; the more 
painful to flis soul, that they were raised by brothers, 
who had fought side by side with him, the enemies 
who assailed without. To these great sources of 
grief we may add also numerous other miseries, 
which would each day beset the life of a man, 
charged with the spiritual government of an immense 
territory, and accountable for his time and talents to 
the least, as well as to the greatest of his diocesans ; 
these trials enable us to understand how he had 
reason to expect, as he himself expressed it, to be 
purified by a ministry full of orosses and opposition. 

Cktmpaied with the sufferings of his soul, his bodily 
pains seemed very light. His busy round of daily 
occupations, far from being dreaded by him, were 
welcomed as wholesome distractions, and it would 
always embarrass him if they were less than ordinary. 
Regular and methodical in all his habits, he took 
the best plans for expediting business as it presented 
itselfl and never allowed matters to accumulate. 

After his elevation to the episcopacy, he followed 
as neat as possible the regulations he had adopted 
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when he was ctir^ of Quebec ; hia day was prolonged 
from half-past four in the monung, till hBlf-flaat 
eleven in the evening ; his time was laid out eaiB' 
folly aid managed with the strictest economy. 

At half-past six he had made his orison, said a 
part of the breviary of the day, and was found ready 
to begin mass. It was always after a long prepaia- 
tion and with a profound respect that he celebrated 
the holy sacrifice, during which he observed scmpu- 
loualy the ceremonies ordained by the church. 

In the midst of his niultiplied occupations, and 
profound stadies of theology, he found time to learn 
the rubric so well, that it was rarely necessary to him 
to have recourse to a manual for recalling those com- 
plicated details, which often put the best memories at 
default ; and he was equally versed in ceremonies 
which are prescribed to officers employed in the 
choir. Far from regarding these rites as idle obser- 
vances, he remarked, that since God himself had not 
deemed it unworthy of his majesty, to regulate the 
ceremonial to be followed in the sacrifices of the 
ancient law, the minister of the catholic worgfaip 
should singularly respect the ceremonies prescribed 
br the church, in the celebration of the great sacrifice 
of the new law. Thus he waiched attentively to see 
that the clerics of his cathedral observed them with 
exactitude, and he repeated to them the maxim 
which be had adopted himself: Omnia seeut^um 
ordinem Jlant. 

At-half past seven in the morning, he entered bis 
office, which he did not leave except for his meals, 
the recitation of his breviary and the exercises of 
piety. Supper was followed by an hour's recreation, 
danng whjch he talked familiarly with the direct<as 
of the seminary, and the priests attached lo the 
service of the Cathedral. He took an active part in 
the conversation, and rendered it both useful and 
affieeable by the attic salt of his mind, by the charm 
of his narrations, and by the extent of hb acquire- 
ments. Few men related so happily ; he had the 
talent of seizing a fact on the wing, often little 
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interesting in itself; fashioning it in his own way, 
and prasenting the most salient points in a new and 
interesting form. Sometimes he turned over by some 
{»qudnt expression, whatever there was obsolete, 
fidicalouB or absurd in a word, or in a i^itualion. 
The matter of his narratives appeared inexhaustible : 
the fruits of his studies, his readings, his meditations, 
the souvenirs of his youth, his relation with the old 
bishops, the collected traditions of the last days of the 
french domination, his travel in Canada and the 
neighboring provinces, the grotesque scenes which 
had passed under his eyes in the assemblies of 
chnrch-wardens and notables, the chronicles of the 
old parishes, the marvels of London of Paris and of 
Rome : such was the extended field which he knew 
how to unroll before his auditors in a way to interest 
and instruct them, 

His daily occupations, although varied, all tended 
to the same principal end : the glory of God first, 
then the Jove of one's neighbor. Like St. Paul he 
oonid say that his solicitude extended over all the 
churches, for from his cabinet he directed the whole 
of the religions affairs of his vast diocese. Alone, he 
made everything move : communities, seminaries, 
otJIeges, missions, parishes. In difficult circnm- 
atances, the cures addressed themselves directly to 
him to receive his advice, and they wore sure of 
obtaining with the least possible delay, a reply from 
their Bishop's own hand ; for though he hnd a secre- 
tary and under secretary, he generally employed 
them only in registering important letters, or in the 
ordinary transaetions of the bureau.' 

His correspondence was immense and embraced 
all sorts of business, from that which he transacted 
with the Court of Rome, and the Colonial Minister, to 
the directions which he addressed to the steward 
on the economy of the College of Nicolet, or to the 
paternal advice which he gave to the youngest of his 
priests. The numerous and voluminous register of 
his letters preserved in the archives of the Archbishopric 
of Quebec, contain but a part of his correspondence 



DictizedbyGoOglC 



during his long episcopate. He smoothed down 
the difficulties of bis clergy, directed them ia the 
conduct of their parishes, gave them advice for 
themselves and for their flocks. To the Cardinal 
prefect of the Propaganda, he made regular reports, 
rendering a faithful account of the atate of religion in 
hia diocese ; he wrote frequently to Governors of 
Canada, to the civil chiefs of the Provinces encloeed 
in his diocese, and to the Bishops of England, Ireland 
and the United States. 

His letters, like his discourses, were plain, clear 
and concise in style ; containing nothing usetess, 
denoting in the ivriter a profond knowledge of eccle- 
siastical matters, the most varied acquirements, and 
a superior intelligence always served at will by a 
strong and happy memory ; and according to one 
of bb friends " a wit which was all his own and 
which shone in bis familiar conversations." 

From hia Episcopal City, he watched over all parta 
of hb immense diocese, maintaining among them the 
Dcclesiaslical discipline, and making them ohserve 
exactly, the Holy Canons ; to that end, he obliged his 
Grand Vicars, placed in important centres to make 
Jiim frequent reports upon the parishes of the division 
placed under their care. But more than wilh any 
other he corresponded with M. Roux, Superior of the 
Seminary of Montreal, for he looked upon him, as his 
first and principal Grand Vicar; he consulted him, 
confided to him all his plans, and shared with him the 
joys and afflictions of his Church. 

The chapter uf the Cathedral had been gradually 
extinguished after the conquest, and it had not been 
possible to renew it, in consequence of the limited 
number of priests, and the extinction of the prebenda. 
Though dfprived of this help, Mgr. Plessis never 
omitted to celebrate with splendor the great festivals 
of the year, with the assistance of the few directors, 
clerics and pupils of the Seminary, who still re- 
mained at his disposal. On these solemn occasims, 
the imposing figure of the prelate was remarkable, io 
the midst of the ministers, who surrounded the altar 
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during the celebration of the holy mysteriea. Though 
below the middle height, his broad shoulders, his 
robust and vigorous frame, the gravity of his walk, 
the dignity of his manner, seemed to elevate him over 
all his assistants and to point him out as one destined 
to lead and to direct. 

" Such he appeared on the day of his consecration," 
observed one oi the orators who pronounced his eloge 
^' such you have seen him many times, and as often 
at that sight, you have been seized with a religious 
admiration. Did we not fix oar looks with complai- 
sance upon rhe person of that august prelate in the 
pompous festivals ? the splendour of which he loved 
so well to augment by hia august presence, and when 
the majesty of his person imprinted so lively on all 
hearts that holy veneration for the sacred ministry, 
and that high idea of religion with which he was 
himself penetrated ?" 

But it was particularly in the grand retmions of the 
Ciergy, held on the celebration of the '^/^e du sacer' 
doce, that the noble face of the prelate was seen to 
the best advantage. His piercing eyes seemed then to 
sound the hearts of those upon whom he allowed 
them to fall ; his powerful head, remarkable for a 
broad and elevated forehead, became the centre of 
attraction, and dominated over the whole assembly, 
either when from the height of the sanctuary of the 
Cathedral, and surrounded by a triple circle of hia 
priests, he addressed them his yearly latin allocution ; 
or when receiving between his hands the renewai of 
the vows of each of them ; from the veteran priest 
bent under the weight of years and wT)rk, to the young 
levite hardly entered upon his ecclesiastical career. 

Knowing that upon the piety and knowledge of the 
clergy, depend ordinarily the spiritual advancement 
of ^e faithful, Mgr. Flessis frequently inculcated 
upon his priests the importance of study, meditation 
and retirement. In his letters, bis conversations, and 
bis public discourses, he suggested to them the means 
of maintaining themselves in the practice of virtues 
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proper to their condition, and extorted them to neglect 
none of them. 

He was hims^'lf a living lesson to them ; for he had 
a good right to be regarded 'as the mode} of his 
clergy. His solid piety, his irreproachable manners, 
his observance of the discipline of the cfrarcli, his 
extreme regularity, made him in every respect an 
accomplished ecclesiastic. Snch an example could 
scarcely fail to have a great influence over the con- 
duct of his priests who tried to imitate the edifying 
life of their Bishop. 

Most of them loved him as dbildren love iheir 
fa^er, and would have been grieved to have vexed 
him by any act or deed. 

" K I had offended that man," said one day M. 
Painchaud, the founder of the College of St. Anne, 
*' I would consent to draw myself upon my knees 
from my Presbytery to Quebec, to ask him pardon of 
my fault."* 

We may truly say that the maxims and examples 
of the great bishop, have left upon the character of the 
Canadian Clergy an indelible impression, and have 
also extended tneir influence over all the faithful 
committed to their care. 

On his own pari he also was attached to his priests ; 
he liked to see and converse with them. His door 
was always open to them, and he was always glad 
to see them at hie table, La his College at St. Roch ; 
for which ptirpose, he made it a practice to pass one 
day of the week there. In their sickness, be con- 
stantly visited them, to see that they had every care 
and assistance they needed, 

That man, to all appearances so cold and impas- 
sible in the midst of life's difficulties, possessed a sen- 
sitive heart. Many a time tears were seen coursing 
down big cheeks, when he assisted at the sepulture of 
one of his old co-operators in the great vineyard of the 
■father of the family. During his most painfnl ietrug- 
g^es, when his features betrayed his moral sufferings, 

* II. Charie* Fnnooii Punctaaud wu one oi llie moat uniabte and tbe 
aon brillmal men ortbe Cuiaclifta Clergy. 
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the friendly voice of some of those priests parttculatly 
attached to him, was sufiicient to restore him to sucb 
a state of serenity, aa would remove frorn. bis troubled 
brows, all traces of the storm. These intimate friends 
were not numerous ; but we may judge of their worth, 
when we cite the names of De Guise, Girouard, Des- 
jardins, Tuxgeon, Perras, Magulre and Raimbault. 
When the worthy prelate could for some days, for- , 

fet the anxieties and cares attached to the Episcopate, 
is gravity gave place to a frank and almost infan.- 
tine gaiety. 

His annual visits to the College of Nicolei, were the 
occasions that seemed to relieve him for a few days of 
the weight of hia dignity. He would then resume the 
habits of his early years, in order to approach the young 
people with familiarity ; he would pass through the 
tanks of the students with a smile on his lips, and 
knowit^lhem all by name, would addresstocach words 
full of benevolence and amiability ; he questioned them 
kindly, and if he drew a witty reply from any one, he 
was the first to laugh heartily. Some times he presi- 
ded over their recreations, and suggested to them the 
SQu^s or eames, that he recalled from the amusements 
of his early years ; like a father restored to the bosoia 
of his family after a long separation, and enjoying the 
happiness of his well beloved children. 

There was in the depth of his soul a strong fund of 
gaiety, ordinarily suppressed by the exigencies of his 
position, but often ready to run over in spite of all his 
efforts "to stifle it. 

Hia episcopal visits often furnished the occasions, 
when in spite of himself, he would lose that serious- 
ness necessary for the exercise of his functions ; this 
propensity humiliated hira very much, but he could 
not master it, when some grotesque object or ridica- 
louB circumstance struck his sight suddenly. 

He acknowledged that frequently he had only been 
able to. contain himself by incredible efforts. Un his 
visitation to one of the parishes recently established 
north of Montreal, he was received with Military hon- 
ors. After his solemn ei^ance into the church, he 
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had tnraed to give from the altar, his customary bless- 
ing to the crowd, when he suddenly stopped for some 
moments qaite unable to utter a word ; at last he 
succeeded in making himself heard, but his voice was 
broken, and seemed at each instant ready to fail him. 
*' Is Monseigneur sick ? " asked one of the priests of 
the mission of M. Turgeon, then Secretary — *' No," 
replied he, " but he has seen something to provoke 
his laughter." The prelate afterwards explained the 
enigma ; in the midst of the jwople, piously kneeling, 
he perceived about iifty young men affecting a Mili- 
tary tenue, and shouldering fire-arms of all sorts and 
sizes. These amateur Militia men had heard, that a 
soldief under arms should neither kneel nor uncover 
in the church ; some had on their heads straw hats, 
with long cock's feathers stuck in them ; others wore 
bine caps with a large white border, and surmounted 
with an enormous pompon of wool. The attitude 
and accoutrements of these braves were so comical, 
that the Bishop on perceiving them, experienced the 
greatest difficulty in suppressing the laugh which every 
moment rose to his lips. 

At this epoch also, the country churches contained 
many detestable paintings, some of ■which were veri- 
table caricatures, more calculated to excite the gaiety 
than the piety of the faithful. Mer. Piessis took mucn 
pains to exclude these crudities from the holy places, 
but after all his care, some would escape the general 
sentence, remaining as it were, charged with the duty 
of avenging their exiled companions. 

On the opening day of one of his visits to the parish 
of Saint Francois de Nenville, the prelate was ad- 
dressing from the pulpit his opening discourse to a 
numerous and attentive auditory, wrapt in the words' 
of their first pastor. In the midst of one of the most 
serious passages of his sermon, he turned towards the 
choir, where unhappily his eyes fell upon a spacious 
canvas, bedaubed with the most lively colors ; he with- 
drew them instantly, for he recognized a snare to his 
gravity ; spite of all his efforts, the unhappy painting 
seemed to possess the power of fascination, com- 
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pletely overcame him, and arrested him in his dis- 
course ; he plunged with a devouring look to the 
very depths of the impurpled sky before him. What 
a scene ! A mass of stars, the sun and half moon, 
were depicted upon the grey wings of an angel. 
This was intended to represent Saint Michel, dressed" 
in a red coat, blue pantaloons and large riding boots. 
The archangel appeared crossing the skies and wing- 
ing bis way towards the earth, like a hero of romance ; 
head on high and ilaming sword in the air, ready to 
thmst it up to the handle. With his thick and heavy 
heel, he was about to crush the robust nose of Lucifer, 
who on his part, was preparing to receive the blow 
upon his horns, and was replying to the threats of 
his enemy with frightful grimaces. 

This scene produced its full effect upon the preacher, 
thousands of strange and grotesque ideas crossed his 
imagination ; his breast swelled, his nostrils dilated, 
and an irrepressible desire to laugh stifled his speech. 
He sal down, rose again, coughed ; vain were his 
eflforls, nothing could chase from his mind that inimi- 
table grimace of Satan. In despair he hurried throngh 
his peroration, gained the sacristy, and falling into a 
chair relieved himself by a prolonged and vigorous 
fit of laughter,* 

We can well understand how, after playing him 
such an ugly turn, that picture, with its incongruities^ 

* So kmg OS mininen are eodoweJ like nlber men vilh a teate of Ibe 

ridiculous and Ihe fdculiy or laughter, occuions tbe meet mal-d-propet 
will vise, when il wnukl be utterly impoflffible to iitppresa ibe exercise of 
them. I am inlbnned b)' a frirud that a lew moaint ago, he read in an 
Eogfisb ptfwr, a doiy lo tbe lollowing efieci : — A cler^nian bsvin{[ becD 
inlemiplcd in his discouise, anJ provoked to laughter by the amies of some 
uichia la ihu vongrEgation, expreneil hi* deep regret from the pulnil ; but 
at tbe same time begged that no penoD wotud cenaure hitn until he had 
fiiat called upon him in the vestry for an explattalion. He wu duly waited 
upon by many of his parithionerB at the close of the aervice, when be 
staled, that while preaching, his alicnliun bad been allracleil lowardi a 
man with a large aloch of Haminr red bair : behind thii man was a tmall 
boy, who was amuEing himself by thrusting bia forefinger among the 
roan't fiery lotka, and then withdrawing it ; turning it over and over, and 
hammerins it upon Lhe edge of ibe pew with his list, a* though he bad 
drawn a lienleil iron from tbe Ibrge. Not one of bis interloculon eould 
rcfkain from laughing at this relation, and acqniltei) their paator el oil 
ialentlonil irreverence.— (3VaiWiir«r'] A'uK.) 
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was uoQsigned, benceforlfa, lo ilie loft of the church, 
never to re-appear in the light of day. " And it well 
deserved it" added^lhe Bishop, in relating this 
anecdote, " it made me pass through one of the 
roughest experiences of my life, for I feared I should 
have been compelled every moment to burst into 
open laughter in the pulpit 

IX 



Pupilsol ibe Giei.. , 

BtAop of Quebec — E|HscopBl vi 
and college ol Ihe uibuib o[ Saii 

Convinced that it was better to have good priests 
than many of them, Mgr. Plessis exercised the utmost 
vigilance in the choice of young men for the priest- 
hood ; he watched over the pupils of the Great 
Seminary ; interrogated them himself, to discover 
their talents and capacity ; and enquired frequently 
into their character and conduct. On Sundays he 
gave them a conference, cither upon the holy scrip* 
tures, or upon the ritual, or on the administration of 
parishes. This sort of iastructioa he rendered go 
interesting, that it was looked forward to with plea- 
sure by ali, except sometimes by those, whoso con- 
science was ch&rged with some fault, committed in 
the ceremonies, or the chants during the offices of the 
day, or who during the week had broken some 
regulation, particularly that relating to silence. 

On tlie head of some of the guilty ones, the storm 
burst in a terrible way ; while only a grave and 
solenm admonition fell upon the head of others. To 
remain patiently oq the stool of repentence, bearing 
all in perfect silence was the only remedy. Un- 
happy he who tried to shelter himself under vain 
excuses Frequently the reprimand which the young 
cleric thus received publicly was a decisive trial; its 
sole objecl was to find the weak point in the character 
of the aspirant. When he showed himself impatient, 
or froward, but above all, if he replied uimeccssarily 
to the reproaches that were addressed to him, his fete 
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was dfscided ; he waa told tliat " a priest like a soldier 
should receive the orders and reprimands of his supe- 
riors, witliout murmuring before liis cuDfreres." 

When the sitting rose, he who had endured 
patiently the reprimand, might in private plead his 
cause before the Bishop, who far from being offended, 
was always then disposed to receive explanations, 
and to administer words of encouragement and con- 
solation. 

On leaving the Grand Seminary the young priest 
was a particular object of solicitude to Mgr. Plessis ; 
the letters of the venerable prelate addressed to the 
new vicars or to the missionaries still devoid of expe- 
rience, occupy a large place in his correspondence. 
He warned tbem against the dEmgers of their position, 
traced out for them a rule of life, and gave them 
salutary counsels to guide them in the exercise of the 
holy ministry. 

It was not only in the bosom of his clergy that the 
Biuhop of Quebec enjoyed an esteem and veneration 
justly merited ; all classes of society respected him pro- 
foundly. Our separated brethren honored him for his 
virtues, and his talents, universally recognized ; the 
chiefs of the party opposed to the i^atholic cause, could 
not withold their admiration for his high inlelHgenoe, 
his moderation and perseverance ; with the governors 
he knew how to maintain relations of good will and 
civility, even when resisting their demands; Sir 
George Prevost, and Sir John Sherbrooke in partionlar, 

fave him their friendship. As to his diocesans all 
new him, venerated him, and were attached to him. 
The catholic members of both branches of the Legis- 
lature, had recooise to his wisdom and his prudence, 
whenever some great intciest of the province was in 
question. Separated from him sometimes on secon- 
dary measures, they claimed his counsels and support 
on all important occaeions ; for they knew him to be 
entirely devoted to his country, and they appreciated 
the value of his name before the Canadian population. 
The citizens of Quebec, in the midst of whom he 
had passed the greatest part of his life, and of whom 



Dictzed by Google 



92 

he had been the cure many years, were completely 
devoted to him, and many of them held their purses 
as open to him as iheir hearts ; some of the principal 
merchants of the city were always ready to respond 
to his appeals. His income was always for&talled, 
for churches, misBJons, or for the unfortunate, but if 
he had some sudden and pressing demand in favor of 
a work of charily, he had no necessity to recur to a 
loan, it was sufficient to send to one of those honest 
bourgeois a short hint, and the retjuired sum made 
its appearance immediately. 

Among the people of the suburbs and of the 
coimtry, he stood for grandeur and authority personi- 
fied. A single word on his part had more weight 
with the masses than the most eloquent speeches of 
the popular orator ; they had full confidence in him, 
because he was the servant of God and the father of 
the people. 

The year when Mgr. Plessis was about to visit a 
parish, was regarded as a year of benediction. With 
what eagerness his arrival was expected by the popu- 
lation assembled around the church ! Carriages and 
horsemen were ready to receive him on the limits of 
the parish ; pressing eagerly around him, or following 
his carriage. With bells chiming, and guns firing, 
the escort would debouch upon the public place. The 
silent crowd would precipitate itself on its knees 
before the chief pastor, who, with head uncovered, 
would advance slowly through their midst, calling 
down the blessings of heaven upon his children, who 
pressed to see and hear him. 

These visits were renewed every year, and occu- 
pied him ordinarily tw^o or three months. As secre- 
tary to Bishops Briand and Hubert, he had already 
gone over the whole diocese ; but after having been 
raised to the Episcopate, he visited every parish m 
Lower Canada, three several times. He had thus 
acquired most aecurale details on the topography of 
the country ; and thanks to his prodigious memory, 
he knew nearly all the Canadian families. At the 
first glance he could call by their names, not only the 
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moet of the citizens of Quebec, bht even the principal 
inhabitants of each parish of the conntry. 

Dnring the course of his visits, he was almost con- 
stantly occupied, either with consoling and encourag-, 
ing the pastors, or instructing and reprimanding the 
flock, and restoring the scattered sheep to the straight 
road. Often he undertook the task of looking up 
people, who had become estranged from their religious 
duties, through shame, negligence or obstinacy, and 
he rarely failed in these charitable expeditions. 
Skilful in disentangling the most complicated ques- 
tions, and endowed with the most admirable patience, 
he ouen restored to order, the difficuhies of parochial 
vestries, by the authority which he knew so well how 
to apply ; and by the dignity of his manner, he 
calmed the assemblies of church-wardens, when the 
spirit of discord seemed ready to overturn every 
thing J sometimes by a witty and apropos observa- 
tion, he would lower the tone of some village babbler, 
and restore his misapprehensions to reason. 

Once or twice a day he would deliver the word of 
God, choosing careful subjects proper to the locality, 
and suiting his discourse to the capacity of his 
auditory, in such a way as to produce the most salu- 
tary eflects upon their s<)uls. 

In the midst of all these details, so varied and so 
embarrassing, Mgr. Flessis spared the necessary time 
to correspond with his grand vicars and his cur^s ; 
to every comer of his diocese he ej^tended his vigi- 
lance. 

In spite of the number of French priests, who in con- 
sequence of the revolution, had beeil guided by provi- 
dence towards Canada ; the Bishop of Quebec, while 
on his visitations, observed each year that the spiritual 
destimtion of his flock increased gradually ; the col- 
leges then in existence could not furnish sufficient 
priests for the necessities of a population, which aug- 
mented with such rapidity as to overflow the bounds 
of the old parishes and create a necessity for new 
ones. •• 
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It was Willi the view of providing foi those grow- 
ing necessilies, that he established the collie of 
Nicolet. A few years after lie was happy to mtd a 
■co-operator in the work of instruction in one of his 
'oldest and best friends, M. Antoine Girouard, cnrfi of 
St. Hyacinth, a man endowed with a noble heart, 
and remarkable for the solidity of his judgment. 
Zealous in the good cause, and animated by the 
purest patriotism, that good priest perceived the 
void which was taking place in the ranks of the 
cler^, and he M'ished to assist in tilling it. 

" He felt that the country wanted defenders, and 
that education alone could elevate his race, and draw 
it from that state of inferiority, in which some desired, 
perhaps for a long time yet to keep it."* 

Mr. Girouard proposed his plan to the Bishop of 
Quebec, who warmly welcomed it. " Your projects," 
wrote the prelate to his friend, " are in such unity with 
my own, that I subscribe to them in advance, persuaded 
that God will be glorified by ihem. I could wish that 
all ray cures thought like you and knew as well how to 
turn their reflections to the same advantage .... Yonz 
example may be useful to many. Yes, enlarge yoai 
scale ; aim at an education more extended, Mv 
opinions w^ill change much, if 1 am not found second- 
ing you.... It will demand time and resources, btit 
let us not be discouraged. Two good tithes will be 
sufficient for the buitdiOff ; the boarders will psodaoe 
something, and by furnishing with simplicity, wharo 
others have acted with such folly, you will be in a 
state to help and to give, . . . "f 

The work of the cur6 of Saint Hyacinth was power- 
fully favored by the Bishop, who furnished to the new 
institution, professors and directors, drawn in part 
from his house at Nicolet, and partly from the Colfege 
of Montreal. He drew up with his own hand, tSe 
regulations for the pupils, and in 1817 he added, for 
the advantage of the ecclesiastics employed as regents, 
a series of instructions proper to direct them in their 

.. . . jursB pronounced by M. Rn] 
\ Leuei of thB Bishop orQaebec, i 
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studies, and to render them one day worthy of serving 
the church, by the exercise of the sacerdotal ministry. 

Wfiile Mgr. Plessis was Cure of Quebec, his atten- 
tion had been drawn to the spiritual wants of a 
portion of the city, inhabited nearly exclusively by 
Canadians. Situated in the valley watered by the 
river St. Charles, the suburb of St. Roch seemed even 
then, destined to take great dimensions. Thus like the 
founder, and the firsf inhabitants of Quebec, the pre- 
late thought, that the city would one day occupy the 
plain which extends from the foot of the Cflteau Saint 
Genevieve to the river St, Charles. It became impor- 
tant therefore to provide for the future necessities of" 
that quarter. In 181 1, M. John Mure, had given a 
spot of land, situated then in the middle of the fields 
far frotn any dwellings. The same year the founda- 
ti<ais of a -church were began, and by means of collec- 
tione, but above all by the purse of tne Bishop, it was 
nearly finished and about to be opened for worship, 
when towards the end of the year 1816, a violent fire 
reduced it to ashes, and left nothing standing but 
blackened and rent walls. 

The prelate received the news of that accident with 
his usual sang firoid, and while the fire yet continued 
its ravages, he took measures to rebuild the edifice 
and consoled himself with the thought, that he might 
avoid many grave defects of the first plan. In short 
the work was resumed as soon as the season permit- 
ted, and with such activity, that in the month of Octo- 
ber 1818, the Bishop had the consolation of consecra- 
ting the church under the invocation of the blessed 
Virgin Mary. But though he had thus far succeeded, it 
was at the expense of enormous sacrifices on his part ; 
for his resources were exhausted, and he remained 
charged with a debt of two thousand pounds. 

His benevolent views carried him still further, 
he foresaw that the house of God would soon be 
surrounded with a numerous catholic population, for 
whom he had prepared the means of obtaining reli- 
gious instruction ; he wished also that the youth 
should find on the spot, instructors capable of form- 
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ing and eolighteaing their minds. In the year 1795, 
he had founded a school in the suburbs of St. Rocfa ; 
and to this first mark of his benevolence, he believed 
it his duty to add a second benefit, in establishing a 
College were young people endowed with talents, 
and called to the ecclesiastical state, might at small 
cost enter upon a course of studies, which they coald 
finish either at the Seminary of Quebec, or at the 
College of Nicolet. 

In consequence of this resolution, in the month of 
October 1818, some classes were opened in the spa- 
cious house that served for a presbytery ; some eccle- 
siastics, placed under the guidance of the clergy who 
served the church, were employed as regents, and 
soon the institution entered into full operation. 

The Bishop himself had marked out the plan of the 
studies, which tended to abridge the ordinary course. 
At the end of three years the pupils were expected to 
know latin, eogllsb, mathematics : andtohave acquired 
considerable acquaintance with geography and faistoiy. 
This plan had the advantage of terminating their 
studies in six years ; it succeeded very well tot 
studious pupils endowed with good talents ; but for 
young persons of ordinary capacity, it had not the 
success which its author expected. Possessing him- 
self a marvellons facility, he forgot that most men 
only arrived at knowledge by a long and painful 
labor. Stilt, during the ten oi eleven years that the 
college was in operation, it furnished a good number 
of pupils, who finished their studies with success in 
other houses, and did honor to tlie little college that 
gave them their first lessons. 

X 

t of iliviUing Ihe diooMe of Quebei- — Hr. AiexaaUer MuDobcU — 



□lical viitBriaie— Upper Caoadi aad 
iry BuhoH— Nortb.WeH TarAiMrjr— 
re or MM. Proveocber uul DumonliB 



New Brunswick subjected lo (uiiliary 1 

Ijelter from Lord S«rbirk—De|ianun ol 

for Red River— Eslabltahmenl of ■ mi«sian— Mgr. Plesaia 
going to Europe— Motives or hia *ofage — Prapoty of the 
Montreal— M. X>artigue. 

Ever since he had taken possession of the episo(^al 
see of Quebec, Mgr. Plessis had, through the gorem- 
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xaeai of the MotheT-Conntiy, obtained ihe rect^itiim 
of a share of those rights of which the little oligarchy 
composing the Executive Council had tried to deprive 
thechurch of Canada. The English Ministry aeemed 
disposed to suppress the narrow views of those who 
had undertaken to proscribe the free exercise of the 
■ catholic religion in that country. So that the posi- 
tion of the catholic church was better than it had ever 
been. There remained, however, some importaat 
ameliorations to introduce, for ensuring a more eflft- 
cacious eccleaiaalical administration. To obtain a 
result which he regarded as so necessary for the well 
being of his flock, Mgr. Plessis had reflected for a 
long time upon the necessity of dividing his immense 
diocese into several apostolical vicariates, and steps 
had already been taken to smooth the difficulties which 
he apprehended in the execution of that project. In 
1816, Mr. Alexander MacDonell, his viear general in 
Upper Canada, had gone to England to induce the 
Ministry to favor the measure proposed by the Bishop 
of Quebec. No one was so calculated to succeed 
in such a delicate mission, as that estimable eccle- 
siastic, who enjoyed great credit with the British 
Government. 

In the mcnth of July 1817, Ihe holy father separated 
Nova Scotia from the diocese of Quebec, erecting 
that province into an apostolical vicariate ; and con 
£ding the new division to Mr. Edmond Burke, who 
was consecrated in 1818, at Quebec, under the title 
of Bishop of Sion. At the same epoch, Lord Castle- 
reagh induced the Court of Rome to erect two 
other apostolical vicariates ; the one formed of Upper 
-Canada, the other of New Brunswick, Prince Edward 
.Island and the Magdalens. 

There were still some divisions judged necessary by 
Jblgr. Plessis ; he desired to place a Bishop in the 
district of Montreal, and another in the territory of 
the Norlh-Wesl. 

Watered by the rivers which empty themselves 
into Hudson's Bay, the Nortb-WestTerritory had been 
fwmerly visited by some Jesuits, who however, made 
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no stay there ; • ao that the Gospel had not yet been 
announced in these immense regions ; the name of the 
troe God was known only to some Canadian voyagenra, 
and half breeds, known in the Colony by the name of 
Bois-Brliles (Burnt Wood). 

But before placing a Bishop in these countries, it 
was thought necessary to send missionaries theie, 
to prepare the way. M. Tabeaa, Chaplain of the 
General Hospital of Quebec, was ordered in 1616 
to Fort William upon Lake Superior, and aflerwards 
to continue his way to Lake Winnipeg, circnmstanees 
PilPTnitting. He could not all at once fulfil the last 
part of his instructions, in consequence of the diffi- 
culties existing between the Hudson's Bay and Xorth- 
West Companies. 

In the mouth of May 1818, two missionaries left for 
the Red River. Messieurs Joseph Norbert Proven- 
cher and S^v^re Nicolas Dumoulin, named to that 
painful mission, were accompanied by M. Gaillaume 
Etienne Hedge, an Ecclesiastic, who was to perform 
the duties of Catechist. With the benevolent care 
that marked all his actions. Sir John Sherbrooke had 
forwarded a general letter of recommendation to all 
public functionaries and local authorities. Lord Sel- 
kirk also who resided at Montreal, testified much 
good will to the mission, which he had himself ur- 
gently solicited from the Bishop of Quebec, and 
towards which, he had contributed a great extent of 
land, in the centre of his Colony, upon the banks of 
the Red River. 

In 181G, he wrote the Bishop the following letter, 
which deserves to be reproduced : 

" I have been informed by Mr. MacDonell, the old 
Governor of Red River, that last autumn he begged 
jrou to send a missionary into that Country, to give 
spiritual assistance to a great number of Canadians, 
who are established there, and take a wandering life 

* la June 173T, one of the mm oT the c^bnted diicoverar OBulhMr de 
U Venndrye WW nuMMredbfUie Simix, on an Iilsiid of the Ltkeofth 
Woods ; -witli bimireifl kiUcd Father Anneau, a Jesuit, and menij Canadian 
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after the fashion of the Indians, and who have con* 
tractsd with Indian girls, connexions contrary to law. 
I am persuaded that a zealous and intelligent eccle- 
aiaatic would operate an infinite benefit among these 
people, who have almost entirely lost all religiotis 
sentiments. I shall be happy to cooperate all in my 
power in such a good work 

" I have been lately informed that yonr Lordship 
has formed the project of sending next snmmer, two 
ecclesiastics to Lake Snperior and to the Rainy Lake, 
aboDt the time when the voyageurs employed by the 
North-West Company visit these posts. 

" As the^ people have so mnch necessity for 
salatary advice, 1 am happy to learn that such a 
project has been proposed. However, if I am permitted 
to offer an opinion, I would observe that the permanent 
residence of a missionary at the Red River, would 
accomplish your pious design in a way tiie most 
efficacious ; for from his ordinary residence, he could 
easily visit the trading posts upon the Rainy Lake, 
and Lake Superior, while the voyageurs are aa- 
serabled there. On the other hand, a missionary eent 
from Canada, to visit these posts during the summer, 
could not meet the numerous bodies of wandering 
Canadians, who are not employed by either of the 
trading companies, and who, having renounced all 
idea of returning to their native parishes, have more 
particularly a necessity of religious aid " 

Through Lord Selkirk the Bishop of Quebec, re- 
ceived the first reliable news of the arrival of the two 
missionaries at their destination, in a letter written 
in French, and dated the 18ih October 1818. 

'* Dttring my late jonmey in Upper Canada," said 
he, '* I had the pleasure of receiving letters from the 
the Red River, which have announced to me the 
happy arrival of Messieurs Provencher and Dumoulin. 
These letters, as well as the verbal report which I have 
received from M. Lorimier, on his arrival here, 
inform me that the inhabitants, and above all, the 
Canadian old voyageurs, with their half breed fami- 
lies, have shown the best disposition to profit by the 
7 



Dictzcdtv Google 



100 



instruction of the missionariea, and that the Indians 
also, have testified that reepect, which gives room to 
believe that they will be equally docile 

" I have heard lately," he adds, " that there is a 
pTobability of Upper Canada being erected into a so- 
paiate diocese. If this dismemberment should take 
place, ] hope that the Red River will remain still in 
the diocese of Quebec ; it would give me much pain, 
if this rising establishment did not remain under the 
jurisdiction of your Lordship, who has ao happily 
commenced it. I remember that at Quebec last 
spring, your Lordship suggested, that so long as these 
countries remained so isolated, they should have a 
separate and independent establishment ; bnt in wait- 
ing till the population had taken that increase, which 
would be necessary to support a separate establish- 
ment without aid ; it appears to me that all these 
Indian countries should be attached to the diocese of 
Quebec, rather than to any other, seeing that the 
Oatholics who are spread over them, speak only 
French, and that in consequence Upper Canada could 
Dot furuLsh suitable persons to the Ministry. . . ." 

M. Provencher, who had been named Vicar General, 
fixed his dwelling at la Fourche, upon the right bank 
of the Red River, a little distance fiom the mouth of 
the Assiniboine. M. Dumoulin ascended the follow- 
ing year, twenty-five leagues higher, and established 
his residence at Pembina, near the river of that name. 
The environs of these two localities were occupied by 
the families of a few Canadians, who had been em- 
ployed in trading with the tribes of the west. Accns- 
lomed to the habils of the country, these veterans had 
married Indian women, and had begun to busy them- 
selves with agriculture ; hoping that the earth would 
furnish them the means of adding bread and vegeta- 
bles to the meat which they procured by hunting the 
Buffalo on the prairies. 

The young half breeds were intelligent, but had re- 
ceived no other religious lessons, than those which 
were given by their fathers; little instracted them- 
selves in christian truths, after a sojourn of from 
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•wenty-iive to thirty years in these barbarous countiiea. 
So that in the bosom of that demi-savage population, 
a profound ignorance prevailed, and vice had taken 
deep root. Happity the arrival of the missionaries 
was ardently desired ; they had been often asked for, 
by the patriarchs of the colony, and the entire pecula- 
tion received them with satisfaction. They soon 
gathered precious fruit ; drawing within the fold the 
scattered sheep, and sowing the seed of faith in the 
hearts of the unfaithfal, who held relations with the 
Catholics. But consoling as were the spiritual dis- 
pensations of the two missionaries, they gave them at 
the cost of many personal sacrifices, and during the 
first years of their residence, a deprivation of many 
things, that they had till then regarded as of prime 
QCcessity, 

During the Easter of 1819, which they passed to- 
gether at La Fourche, they had nothing to eat bat 
white fish, without salt, bread, vegetables or any 



God was pleased to bless the work of these aposto- 
lic men. Their little christian community increased 
rapidly ; half breed families arrived from the pro- 
founds of the west, and fixed their residence before 
the cabins of the black robes ; religion made its con- 
quests, the morals of those children of the wilderness 
were ameliorated, and the nucleus of a Catholic 
Colony formed gradually upon the banks of the Red 
River. 

In 1819, the Bishop of Quebec learned, that the 
foundation of that important mission of the west was 
an accomplished fact. Two Canadian Priests had 
succeeded in planting the cross at the entrance of the 
immense prairies, which extended from Lake Winni- 
peg, and the sources of the Mississippi, unto the Rocky 
Mountains. In the name of the most high they had 
taken posession of that vast territory, where hundreds 
of Nomade Tribes lived under the yoke of the demon. 
Other missionaries were sent to take part in the work 
of evangelization so happily begun. But it was 
necessary that the new-born church at the Red River, 
7" 
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should have a Chief, clothed with sufficient power, to 
organize, direct, and provide, for the spiritual necessi- 
ties of the flock. Secondary pastors were required;, 
and it became urgent to place that territory under the 
guidance of a resident Bishop. 

That operation ivas intended to be co-ordinate with 
the geoerat division of the diocese of Quebec, but 
Mgr. Flessis only hoped to obtain it after long nego- 
tiations in the Courts of Rome and London; for he 
bad sot yet been informed of the success which 
attended Mr. MacDonell's efforts, in favor of Upper 
Canada and New Bmnswick. In these etnbarasamg 
ciieaflOfitances, the principal members of the Catholic 
Clergy pressed the Bishop to go himself-lo £ngland, 
in order to come with as little delay as possible, to 
some understanding w^ith the Home Ministry, upon 
the request that he was about proposing to the sove- 
reign pcNQtiff. All were persuaded that the residts 
woald be happy, if he [Mresented himself at Downing- 
street, where his name was known and respected. 

Before leaving Quebec in the month of August 
1816, Sir John C. Sheibrooke had strongly advised 
Mgr. Plessis to make this voyage ; which he repre- 
sented as being advantageous to Canada, to the 
Bishop of Quebec, and to the Catholic Clergy. So 
many solicitations, joined to the powerful motives 
suggested by the interests, of religion, overcame the 
repngnance that the Bishop at first experienced, to 
undertake a voyage, not to be accomplished with the 
same ease that it is now a days. In an address 
issued after his return, he explained the various 
motives of his voyage to Europe, giving as the 
strongest the division of his Diocese.* 

■•' Our illnstrious predecessors," said he, *' who 
engaged in this great work, met with insurmountable 
obstacles. They nalBially looked to the district of 
Montreal as about to be, by its population, and by 
the impOTtance of its principal city, the first part to be 
dismembered. Ever since the year 178S, the clergy 

• Itfandcmcnt 5 Uec., 1E3S. 
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and citizens of that city, had taken proceedings oa 
Aat subject ; the proots of which are still to be found 
in our archives, bat which unfortunately remained 
trnfraitful. While the islands and shores of the Gulf 
of St. Lawrence were being peopled with catholics, 
Upper Canada added to its old population an acees- 
aion of emigrants ; to whom more immedi&t« help 
was necessary, than we could give them ourselves, to 
the North-West a mission has been establishe*!, wbicb 
gives great hopes, as much for the oonversion of the 
infidels, as to the restoration to piety and good morals, 
of a great number of bad christians, dispersed over 
an immense surface. Thanks to our youth, and to a 
health long sustained, we have traversed more thaa 
five bundled leagues of territory from East to Wert, 
to wit, from the island of Cape Bretc^i to the river 
Thames, in Upper Canada ; and though these exoni^ 
sions have carried us farther than any of our fHrede- 
cesaors, much more would be necessary to enable us 
to reach the extremity of a diocese, without boimds 
to the West and to the North. 

" This it was that engaged us in 1819, to solicit a 
division of the whole into five dioceses ; of which 
the first would be composed of the three districts of 
Gaspe, of Quebec, and of Three Rivers ; the second of 
the Islands and Provinces of the Gulf of St. Law- 
lenee, the third of the single district of Montreal, the 
fourth of the Province of Upper Canada, and the fifth 
of all the territory watered by the rivers which shed 
their waters into Hudson's Bay and James' Bay.'^ 

This plan had been agreed to, and even partly 
si^gested by the Court ca Rome ; and the question 
-was, to get it approved of at London for civil purposes. 
In ehait it was absolutely necessary, thai the new 
Bishwa shoold be recognized by the civil authwity, 
in order to enable them to act freely, in all that 
regarded the temporalities of their churches : the 
'tf eeti<Hi. of new parishes^ the division of old ones, the 
<xnfltruction of churches, the acquisition of lands 
required for buildings, and a crowd of other affairs of 
that kind, in which it was often necessary to have 
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recourse to the Coorls of Law, beEute rererring them 
to the Episcopal atitbority. Now if these attiibtites 
were refused to him in the Courts of Justice, if the 
Bishop was not recognized by the law, the tempo- 
nilities of the churches would fall step by step, but 
inevitably, into an inextricable confusion. Hence 
the importance placed by Mgr. Plessis upon the 
recognition by the British Government, of those 
Bishops to whom the Sovereign Pontiff should accord- 
spiritual powers, and episcopal Jurisdiction. 

To this the principle object of the Bishop's voyage,, 
were joined other motives of a secondary order,. 
Thus he wished lo obtain letters patent to establish 
a corporation for the litlle Seminary of Nicolet ; and 
he was anxious also to join his representations, to- 
those of the gentlemen of St. Sulpice, in order t& 
frustrate the projects of the high functionaries of the 
colony, who were always endeavoring to induce the 
government to sequester the seigniory of Montreal. 

Some censitaires of the Seminary of St. Sulpice, 
had refused to acquit the claims due to the seigneurs, 
and there were members of the Executive Council,, 
who judged the occasion favorable for renewing the 
pretensions of the Crown to the property of that insti- 
tution. Mr. Ryland therefore addressed a letter on 
the 16th April, 1819, to Colonel Ready, secretary of 
the Duke of Richmond, in order lo draw the attention 
of the Governor to the question. 

*' If you consider," wrote he, " the prodigious in- 
crease that will be made to the valne of the St. Sul- 
pician estates, by the completion of the Lachine canal, 
you will feel as sensibly as I do, of how much conse^ 
quence it is, that His Majesty's rights with regard tO' 
tnem should now be asserted and declared ; and I 
cannot doubt that the protest by opening the eyes 
of the public to the utter want of title on the part of 
the Seminary, will have the effect of compelling that 
body to throw itself upon the liberality of the Crowrij 
and thus afford to government the means of a finan- 
cial arrangement, that will eventually relieve it frorm 
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all further necessity of looking to tKe Assembly for 
the supplies required to pay the civil list." 

Sir John Sherbrooke had been compelled by sick- 
ness to resign the government of the province, the 
Canadians saw his departure with grief. " The pro- 
vince and the clergy," wrote M. Roux, "express ardent 
wishes for his re -establish men!. Religion in this 
country is under the greatest obligations to him, 
for of all the Governors he has treated it best, and 
done the most for it."* 

This friend of the Canadians was replaced by the 
Duke of Richmond, who took the reins of government 
on the 28th July, 1818, and it was to that nobleman 
that Mr. Ryland tio'w addressed all his efforts. 

In the month of May, 1819, M. Roux laid before 
the Governor a memorial, in support of the rights of 
the Seminary of Montreal, over the property which it 
possessed in the province, at the date of the treaty of 
cession. This appeal to justice excited the indigna- 
tion of some of the councillors of Ihe Duke, and drew 
from Mr. Ryland the following observations, directed 
against the memorial of M. Roux : 

" It is impossible," exclaimed he, " not to contrast 
the destitute, woebegone, supplicating refugee, with 
the bigoted and presumptuous ecclesiastic ; strong in 
the possession of estates of incalculable value, and 
of an influence the most dangerous and extensive ! 
M. Roux and his community nave not been unob- 
servant of the line of politics pursued by the two last 
successive Governors in Chief, with respect to the 
Roman Catholic establishments in this Province. 
While that order of things lasted, we saw a revenue 
of fifteen hundred louis attached to the title of Roman 
Bishop, without the smallest advantage accruing to 

the Crown ; and, what is of much greater 

consequence, they have seen the person holding 
this situation, raised to a seat in the Legislative 
Council, from which the King himself, has not the 
power to remove him. They are aware of the advan- 

• Lener of M. Rooi, I9lh February, 1SI9. 
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tage they will derive from the piesenee of thia peisou- 
age in England, where he will possess the loaans of 
making a splendid appearance, ajad they flatter them- 
selves with reason that hia subtlety and talents and 
sanctimonious professttHiB of loyajty.... cannot fail 
to secure the aoquiegcence of His Majesty's minivers 
in every measure that he may propose. 

" These people have seen all English iofluenoe 
gradually excluded from the House of Assembly, 
where they are now sure that no Bill will pass which 

could tend to encourage a protestant population 

means must be found for introducing a protealE^t 
representation in the House of Assembly, either by a 
Union of the two provinces^ or by a new division of 
the Lower Province, so as to aflbid representation to 
the townships." 

Mr. Ryland and his friends were leas buoyant, 
since tbey had lost all hope <^ being some day able 
to despoil the catholic church of its claims and its 
{m^rty. What fanaticism on ibe part of the Cana- 
dian clergy ! to ofler any resistance to their spoU^^ 
and to appeal for justice to the British Govemmenl ! 
What a shame for the Prevosta and the Sherbroolses to 
have consented to allow the old inhabitants of the 
Country, liberty of conscience, and the privilege of 
being treated like the other subjects of the Empire ! 

Accustomed to command In their Bureaus, impre- 
gnated with religious and national prejudices, the 
old Councillors of General Craig, treated as fanatics, 
and rebels, those who refused to bend the head to 
their intolerance and despotism. We must not then 
be surprised, if they regarded with a very evil eye 
the memorial of M. Roux. But the mass of the 
English population in ihe province displayed mcme 
liberality, and the Government of the mother Country, 
was evidently above that miserable spirit of chicane. 

As however, it was necessary to counterbalance 
the influence, which it might be apprehended would 
be brought to bear before the Colonial Secretary, and 
which tended to despoil the Seminary of Montreal ; 
the Gentlemen of Saint Sulpicc deputed M. Lartigue 
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to austain their cause ia the Bureau of Downing- 
Street. The legal acquirements erf that eminent 
priest, peculiarly fitted him to fill that mission ; he 
accepted it willingly, and profited by the favorable 
occasion offered by the presence of Mgr. Plessis in 
London. 



PART THIRD. 



A voyage 1o Europe was then a very serious en- 
terprise ; great preparations were made beforehand, 
ana no prudent man undertook it, without first ar- 
ranging all his spiritual and temporal aSaira. For 
short as might be his sojourn in the old world, he 
could scarcely expect to return to America under a 
year. Mgr. Plessis took every precaution, in order 
that nothing should suffer during his absence, even 
though his voyage should be prolonged ; he devoted 
three entire weeks to the regulation of his affairs, 
and called to Quebec his venerable co-adjutor, into 
whose hands he placed the care of his diocese ; 
on that score he was without anxiety, for the pru- 
dence and wisdom of the Bishop of Saldes were well 
known to him. 

Accompanied by Messieurs Lartigue and Turgeon, 
and escorted by a great number of ecclesiastics and 
citizens of Quebec, he embarked on the third of July 
1819, upon the " Getn-ge Symes," a Brig of 265 tons, 
commanded by Captain Bushby. The ladies of tbe 
General Hospital had lent him one <^ their trusty 
servants, known by the name of " John," formerly a 
slave in the Antilles, and attached to their house for 
many years in quality of confidential man. Careful, 
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inleLligent, and a good chistian, that man was a 
treasure to the travellers ; and proved an object of 
curiosity, on some occasions of their journey, being 
taken for a type of the Canadian ; for there were 
many in France, who by this time had forgotten the 
existence of Canada, and were surprised to learn, that 
beyond the great american republic, was an english 
province, where french was generally spoken. 

We can scarcely understand at this day, the anxiety 
caused among the catholica of Canada by the departure 
of the Bishop of Quebec ; since the day when Mgr, 
Briand had taken possession of his See, no Canadian 
Bishop had ever passed over to Europe, The clergy 
and the people were accustomed to the regularity of the 
proceedings, which the vigorous hand of the first pastor 
'had communicated to their ecclesiastical affairs; 
the helm was now coniided to an old man, whose 
strength migiit fait him from one day to another ; and 
if some accidenthappened to Mgr. Plessis, what would 
become of the diocese ? 

The honest people of the faubourgs of Quebec, 
particularly attached to their Bishop, remarked many 
sad signs ; a comet showed itself in the sky ; while 
a high mass was celebrating to obtain a fortunate 
voyage for the prelate, the tapers placed upon the 
altar went out by themselves. Later a rumour spread 
that the Bishop and bis companions in crossing the 
Alps, had been set upon and eaten by savages ; that 
was a true legend of the iKMjuois warriors. 

But the George Symes was all this time rapidly 
approaching England with a fair wind, and on the 
2nd August, the travellers disembarked at Liverpool, 
after a fortunate, and what was then considered, a 
quick passage. 

The first exclamation of the Bishop after landing, 
as we gather from his journal, was a cry of distress. 
Accustomed to the vast horizon surrounding Quebec, 
and to the pure air of the shores of the Saint Law- 
rence, he could not avoid the contrast presented by 
Liverpool, and thus gives vent to his first impressions. 
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" What a city is this ! What a' noise ! What 
darkness ! How narrow are the first streets we enter! 
What a stench occasioned by the smoke of the coal f 
evejything is affected by it : heads, breasts, linen, 
walls, apartments. Much time would be necessary 
to relate in detail all that Liverpool offers at first sight 
of the cnrious, and afterwards of the disagreeable 
to the eyes of a foreigner, especially if he is yet un- 
traveUed in England." 

Compelled to wait for instructions, which were to 
be sent to him from London, Mgr. Plessis was con- 
denrned to pa^s ten days at Liverpool, without any 
business to occupy bim. He visited the Catholic 
Institutions, and collected information on the state of 
the Catholic religion in that part of England. 

" Foreigners " he writes " would not suspect that 
the Catholic religion had so many resources, in a 
Kingdom where it has been a prey to such numerous 
and violent persecutions. But God has there pre- 
served his elected, and we may say to the praise of 
the English Catholics, that they are the most peace- 
able subjects of the empire. The Government renders 
them this justice, but has not yet resolved upon their 
em^clpation from divers political considerations, of 
-which the most- probable "is, their jealousy of the 
Irish, to whom they will not accord it." 

" Added to that, is the unceasing opposition of the 
Anglican Clergy, who believe they would be ruined 
if Catholic emancipation were granted. On the other 
hand, the Catholics continue to petition Parliament for 
the measure, for they see with pain the noble families of 
their communion, excluded from the honors and places 
to which their birth entitles them. It is remarltable, 
that the premier Duke and the premier Earl of Eng- 
land are Catholics.* Besides these, there are many 
other Lords and Barons, who are obliged to live on 
their estates, without taking any part in public affairs ; 
a d^nivation which becomes a constant temptation 
to abandon the Catholic religion, and makes them 

* The Dnke of Norfolk and ihe ERriofStarewsbiiiy. 
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tremble for the perseverance of iheii children 

But in many respects Emancipation would do the 
Catholics more harm than good, in awakening a 
vanity and ambition to arrive at places which would 
be opened to them ; and in throwing tbem into the 
society of proteetanta, to the prejudice of theiz faith 
and of their morals." 

These predictions were in part realized, for when 
catbolic emancipation was granted, some of the gceat 
iQrds, who had preserved exteriorly the religion of 
their fathers, rather from a sentiment oj pride thaB 
attachmeot to the faitb, renounced Catholicism, wiudt 
they regarded aa placing them under greater restraint 
in worldly matters than protestantism would do." 

From these reflexions upon the state of the embo- 
lic religion, the Bishop turned his looks towards 
Canada. *' The inhabitants of Canada," said be, 
felicitate themselves with not having had to ffxian 
under the privations which the catholics endure in 
England. Alaa ! if they consider the thing hom. a 
religious point of view, they will find that they have 
gained nothing. Liberty of religion does ool pre- 
cisely consist in making i^ocessions in the stccRits, 
carrying the sacraments with solemnity in the apea 
air, or following a funeral- headed by the Clergy aitd 
the Crucifix. These exteriors have assuredly, their 
advantages, and give to our ceremonies a pomp, fron 
which God knows bow to draw his glory. But inde- 
pendently of all these ceremonies, we may say tbat 
religion is Ixee, when the faithful can exercise it ill 
their houses and churches without being disturbed ; 
hearing the word of God, chanting his praises aad 
participating in the sacryices. The englisb cathoUca 
enjoy these advantages and value them highW." 

The Bi^iop remained longer at Liverpool than be 
intended, from a desire to End out the resideaoe ci 
Sir John Sherbrooke, with whom he deemed an inter- 
view necessary before presenting himself at Loodon. 
He was informed that Sir John's residence was at the 
Village of Calverton, between Nottingham and South- 
well ; and thither he directed his steps. 
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He found Sir John Sherbrooke infirm, but preser- 
viog an exquisite memory, b sonnd judgment, and a 
lieart open and loyal. The old Generalloved Lower 
Canada, and interested himself in the happiness of 
the coontry, mneh more than could have been ex- 
pected from a man completely retired from public 
affairs. He replied with an admirable tact, and the 
be« grace, to the numerous questions that the Bishop 
addressed to him on the different objects of his 
voyage. After a prolonged conversation, the Bishop 
separated from the General, with the p^nfnl thought 
liiat he should never see again that benevolent friend 
of Canada, who may be justly regarded as one of the 
wisest governors of the province. 

Arriving at London on the 14th August, the prelate 
gave little time to curiosity ; and occupied himself 
immediately, with the important business that had 
brought him to England, During his first stay he 
visited Westminster Abbey, Saint Paul's and Chelsea 
Hospital ; but avoided everybody save those who 
oouM advance his purposes. 

One of the first of these was Dr. Poynter, titular 
Biebop of Halie, and apostolical vicar of the district 
of London ; a man who by his prudence and modera- 
tion, had known how, withoat compromising the 
[ninciples of his faith, or the rules of discipline, to 
obtain the respect of the secretaries of state, while at 
the same time preserving the confidence of the Holy 
See. The counsels and credit of the apostolic vicar, 
could not fail to be very useful to the Bishop of 
Qaebec, inhisnegociations with the Court of England. 

Shortly after his arrival at London, Mgr. Plessis 
was much surprised to learn by a letterfi-om Canada, 
that a few hours after his departure, bulls had arrived 
from the Holy See ; nominating him Archbishop of 
Quebec, erecting his church into a Metropolitan See, 
and giving him Uxr suffragans and auxiliaries, two 
Kshops ; one for Upper Canada, and the other for 
New Brunswick and Prince Edward's Island : the 
fi»t was Mr. Alexander MacDonell, and the second 
Mr. Bernard MacEachem. 
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The arectiou of the dioceee of Quebec itrio an 
archbishopric disconcerted all his plans ; for as the 
British Government had not been informed of it, it 
was to be feared that the ministry might raise objec- 
tions to the new divisions which h was his object to 
create. 

It was therefore not without apprehensions, and 
anxieties, that he addressed himself to Lord Batiiurst, 
colonial secretary, to whom he acknowledged frankly 
the state of things. The consequence was, that the 
minister was displeased, and called upon Dr. Pojrnter 
next day, to complain of the Court of Rome, and to 
beg that he would inform it of his dissatisfaction. 

Mgr. Plessis notwithstanding, presented to Lord 
Bathutst three short memorials : in the first he asked 
permission of the British Cabinet, to solicit j&om the 
Holy See two new divisions of his diocese, to wit, , 
that of Montreal, and that of the lands watered fay ttie 
rivers which discharged themselves into Hniuon's 
Bay. 

In the second he solicited letters patent, to assure 
the existence of the Seminary of Nicolet, and for the 
establishment ctf a corporate body chaiged with the 
management of the affairs of that Institution. 

The third memorial he had composed during the 
passage ; it contained some political observationg, 
calculated to turn the ministry from the design of 
spoiling the Sulpiciens of their property. Without 
discussing the rights of the Seminary of Montreal, 
the Bishop established that the government would 
draw little profit from the property of that house, and 
showed the fatal effects that such a spoliation might 
produce upon the catholic population of Canada- 
After having expressed the regret that he experienced, 
on learning that the Provincial Government of Lower 
• Canada thought of sequestering the properties of the 
Sulpiciens, he continued in these terms : 

" If this demand proceeds from the persuasion' that 
these ecclesiastics are not the real and true owners of 
the property w^hich they occupy, they offer to produce 
satisfactory and peremptory proofs of the legality of 
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their possession. If this attack lias been suggested 
under the pretext of any profit that may acciue to the 
Oovemment, the undersigned humbly presenls the 
following considerations : 

1". That the profit will be reduced to something 
very inconsiderable, when the cost of the administra* 
tion shall be set off, the charges and liabilitien of the 
community be acquitted, admitting that there is no 
probability of any intention to destroy it." 

" 3°- Though even a profit of some consequence 
should result to the Provincial Government, that ad- 
vantage would not balance the dissatisfaction, and 
disaffection, that such a proceeding would excite in 
the minds of the Catholic subjects of His Majesty in 
that Province ; especially those of the district of 
Montreal, daily witnesses of the truly exemplary and 
honorable employment that the Ecclesiastics of that 
Seminajy make of their revenues." 

*' S**- The Government of His Majesty having always 
treated the Catholic subjects of Canada with a kind- 
ness unexampled, before even their loyally was so 
well tried, it is surely not after coming oat of a war, 
in which they gave such bright proofs of it, that they 
could expect a measure so rigorous, and of a natuie 
ao calculated to alarm the whole of them." 

" 4°' In despoiling the Seminary of Montreal of its 
property, the Catholic Church of Canada would be 
deprived of one of its principal resources for the in- 
struction of youth and the formation and propagation 
of its Clergy," 

" 5°- The despoiling of one of the Ecclesiastical 
communities cannot fail to be considered by the in- 
habitants of the country as a wanant for the spoliation 
ofaU." 

" 6"- To attack the property of the Clergy, is to 
paralyze its influence over the people ; now in a coim- 
tiy almost entirely Catholic, where during sixty years 
of conquest, the efforts of the Clergy have been con- 
stantly and efficaciously directed to inspiring the 
faithful with a sense of the dependence and submis- 
sion due to the King and to hia Government, you can- 
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not weaken that influence, withont straining ihe 
strongest nerve, which connects the people of this 
eountiy, with the government of his Majesty, to wit : 
that of the religion which it professes." 

" The undersigned prays God that he may not live 
to witness the fatal consequences that would follow, 
upon the putting into execution a measure such as 
that in question. Meanwhile, he cannot avoid the 
conclusion, that those who have suggested it to the 
government, have neither consulted its dignity, its 
glory, or the true interests and deserts of a province, 
which by its sustained fidelity appears to have par- 
ticular claims to the good-will and paternal affection 
of its Sovereign." 

This warm appeal to the justice, aud to the interests 
of England, had been submitted beforehand to the 
judgment of Sir John Sherbrooke, who had approved 
it ; it produced a hapy effect ; for at a later period, it 
was declared by M. Lartigue, that the change in the 
ministerial policy with regard to the sequestration of 
the property of Saint Sulpice, was to be attributed 
principally to the influence of Mgr. Plessis. 

A few days after having forwarded this memorial, 
the Bishop of Quebec learnt that Lord Bathurst had 
left precipitately for his country seat, without having 
come to any decision upon the question. He was 
fiill of perplexity at this delay, when he received a 
letter, in which his Lordship invited him to visit him 
at Cirencester the following week. 

Cirencester was ninety miles from London, but 
Mgr. Plessis did not hesitate to undertake any journey 
that might advance his affairs ; having recommended 
himself to God, he put himself en route with his 
secretary on the sixth of September, travelling by the 
stage coach. The Prelate was overwhelmed with 
civilities by Lord Bathurst and his family, he had 
been commended to the care of the countess, by her 
brother, the Duke of Richmond, and that lady showed 
herself full of good-will towards her guests. In a 
private interview with Lord Bathurst on the following 
morning, Mgr. Plessis immediately brought upon the 
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tapis, the questions he had advocated in the three me- 
morials. The minister declared that he saw no diffi- 
culty in the way of granting Letters Patent for the 
seminaty of Nicolet; upon the second memorial, 
relative to the seminary of Montreal, he wished to 
enter into -some compromise; and proposed that the 
seminary of Montreal should cede its seignoriea to 
the government, preserving as many houses, farms 
and rents, as would be necessary for the subsistence 
of its present members and their successors. That 
proposition had already been made to M, Roux by 
the Duke of Richmond, and had been rejected. Mgr. 
Plesais replied, that though in fact the Bishop ex- 
ercised a general surveillance over all the ecclesias- 
tical property <A his diocese, he was not permitted to 
dispose of it, because those who possessed it held the 
direct title ; that according to instructions given at 
different times to the Governors of Canada, the semi- 
naries of Quebec and Montreal, were to be maintained 
in all their property, of which they held valuable titles 
at the conquest of the country ; and that consequently, 
His Majesty could not intend to dispossess the Snl- 
piciena, if they proved , that at the period of the conquest, 
they were the legal proprietors of their proper^. 
Now they believed themselves furnished with doou- 
ments sufficient to prove that article ; and that one of 
the members of their house, was then in London, and 
could give satisfactory proof of the above ; that at all 
events, it would always be time to come to an under- 
standing, if the seminary, contrary to the statement of 
the Bishop, did not succeed in proving its rights. 

Lord Bathnrst appeared satisfied, and willingly 
consented to receive the gentleman deputed by the 
Seminaiy of Montreal to prove their title. Ho 
showed himself much more opposed to the two new 
divisions of the diocese of Quebec, suggested by the 
Bishop ; but it was plain that his resistance was that 
of a man, who did not wish to be unaccommodating. 
The Bishop urged therefore, without delay, the neces- 
si^ of adopting the proposed measure ; the lateness of 
the season rendered it necessary that ha should 
8 



Dictzcdtv Google 



116 

hasten hia departate for Italy, and he coitld not pnt 
himself en rotittj without Iwtng fumished with the 
consent of the Cabinet of St. James, to the division 
which he asked for, in the dearest interesla of his com- 
patriots. " It was only with that view," he added, 
" that he had undertalceii a painful and dangerous 
voyage, and that aa his motive was pure, it was 
worthy of particular attention." Lord Bathurst ap- 
peared to cede a little, and told the Bishop that be 
wonld send a letter upon the subject to the Colonial 
offiee at London, 

After having taken leave of the minister and his 
family, Mgr. Plessis hastened back to London, where 
be arrived on the 9th September, fatigued with his 
journey, but joyous at the success of his negotiation. 

The promised letter came to him in due course, 
through Mr. Goulbum the under secretary of the 
colonies, and was drawn up in such a way, as to give 
him permission to plead at Rome, for bulls in favor of 
Messieurs Lartigue and Provencher, of whom the first 
was to be charged with the district of Montreal, and 
the second with the territory of the North-Wesl. 
The Prince Regent aa appeared from the following 
extract of the under' secretary's letter approved'tbe 
choice that had been made by the Prelate. 

" As you express clearly, that the persons to be 
nominated will depend upon you, in your quality of 
Roman Catholic Bisbop of Quebec, His Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent, full rf confidence in 
your honor, your zeal, and your loyalty towards His 
Majesty's Government, has been pleased to ccaiaent 
to the arrangement you have propc«ed, and to pennit 
M. Lartigue to fix himself at Montreal, and M. 
Provencher to remain in the Hudson^s Bay Territory, 
in order that they may exercise respectively an eccle- 
siastical authority subordinate to your own, and to 
give yon the required assistance in those parts of His 
Majesty's domains, professing the religion of the 
Church of Rome." 

We should not be surprised on finding the word 
Bishop omitted in the above ; for so strong at that day 
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were the prejudices entertained in England, against 
the catholic hierarchy, that the greatest caution was 
necessary on the part of the miniatry to avoid compro- 
mising themselves. The authority that the catholic 
Bishop of Quebec desired these two ecclesiastics to 
possess, besides the ordinary functions of grand vicars, 
was to enable them to couter the ardei of priesthood, 
and to give confirmation ; provided with these, they 
would be as completely clothed with the Episcopal 
character, as had been desired, and explicitly asked 
for by Mgr. Plessis ; and this in fact, was the ande^ 
standing between the statesman and the bishop, though 
it was not expedient under existing circumstances, that 
they should both employ the same expressions. At the 
same time, Lord Balhurst had only consented to this 
arrangement, under the express condition that the 
new bishops should not be recognized as titulars by 
the government 

Comparing these concessions with the difficuhies 
that Mgr. Briand bad experienced fifty years before, 
the Bisnop of Quebec could but appreciate the changes 
that had supervened in favor of his religion. In bis 
journal he thus expreeses himself : 

" After eighteen or twenty months pleadings, Mgr. 
Briand obtained nothing at all ; they only gave him 
to understand indirectly, that if he was consecraled 
Bishop, the government would say nothing about it ; 
but would close their eyes to that proceeding. Ah ! 
what a change for the better since that epoch ; and 
how much does the church of Canada owe to divine 
providence, for having brought matters about, gently 
but substantially, to the point where we now see 
them !" 

As soon as he arrived at Dover, he hastened to 
thank Lord Bathurst. " Cumished with this docu- 
ment,''" said he to the minister, " I will solicit Balls 
from the Court of Rome, for the appointment of two 
gentlemen, that His Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent, has deigned to accept for my co-operalors." 
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M. Lartigue remained in England to attend to the 
affairs of the Seminary of Montreal, while Mgr. 
Plessia and his Secretary set out for Fiance. 

The travellers disembarked at Calais on the ITth 
September. In spite of hie predilection for England, 
the Bishop of Quebec rejoiced at last to hear the 
french language spoken. 

" We can almost fancy ourselves at home," he 
writes, '* when after having dwing six weeks, heard 
nothing but a foreign language spoken, we find our- 
selves in the midst of a people speaking our own. 
The result is a feeling of delight which is quite over- 
powering." 

But more accustomed to British usages, he had 
much trouble in accommodating himself to french 
habits ; the diligences, the hotels, seemed to him 
much inferior to every thing of the kind that he had 
seen in England, as we may see by the account he 
gives of his first observations in France. 

" After having travelled in the elegant carriages of 
England, drawn by horses well groomed, and nobly 
hamessed, one recoils almost with horror at the sight 
of the gloomy and lumbering carriages of France ; set 
upon wheels as thick as those of chariots, and drawn 
by horses, vigorous enough, but thin, dirty, and put 
to with ropes, or bad leather, and broad collars sur- 
mounted with four or five pounds of blue or red 

wool 

• " The roads though inferior to those of England, 
were nevertheless good; and we found them the same 

all through France The hotels of France 

cannot be compared to those of England, either for 
order or cleanliness. The French do not seem to 
know the use of carpets, and the apartments are 
generally paved instead of being boarded ; which 
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etiangers find very unpleasant to the feet, and still 
more so to the knees when they wish to pray," 

On the other hand, the coantiy appeared to him 
more smiling in France than in England. 

" Alore streams, more groves; the isolated trees, 
even, do not present the game monotony ; the valleys 
aie more varied, the fields broader and not divided 
as in the other Kingdom, like the squares of a chess 
board. . . .Extreme care is taken of the trees by the 
road side, and there are very few places where this is 
neglected." 

It was half-past ten in the evening, when on the 
19th September, the travellers entered Paris, De^ 
cendingfrom the diligence, the Bishop to his great 
surprise heard his name pronounced by a person 
whom he had never met before. " Quick, qoiek," 
said the stranger, " my brother expects yon with im- 
patience, I am sent to conduct you to the Foreign 
Missions." 

This welcome invitation was addressed to him, by 
the brother of M. 1'Abbe Desjardins, the intimate 
friend of Mgr. Plessis ; who had been on the constant 
watch for many days, to receive the Bishop of Quebec 
and his companion, on their leaving the diligence. 
That respeefable layman endowed like his brother, 
with a firank and open character, obliging and generous, 
held the patrimonial estate of the family at Messas, 
near Beaugency ; and being at Paris on business, 
onderlook to receive the two Canadian travellers, and 
to conduct them to the Seminary of Foreign Missioas. 
In a quarter of an hour afterwards, Mgr. Plessia -was 
in the presence of the venerable Abb6 Desjardins, 
the sincere joy he experienced in meeting with an 
old friend, from whom he had been separated for 
seventeen years, can be belter conceived than ex- 
pressed. 

M. Desjardins had been a canon of Bayeux, and 
was afterwards collegiate dean of Meung, and vicar 
general of the bishop of Orleans ; but the revolution 
had compelled him to seek an asylum in England, 
where he arrived in 1792. There he became ac- 
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quainted with the celebrated E^mnnd Barke, who 
was connected with the Bishop of Saint Pon-de-L6on, 
and who interested himself much in the fate of the 
French priests. These two gentlemen bad proposed 
to the English government, that some peiaons snoald 
be sent to Canada, to examine if it were possible to 
find soine asylnm for the French ecclesiastics and 
laymen, then ao nnmerons in Kngland. The project 
was welcomed with favor by the ministry, and Mes- 
sieurs Desjardins, Gazel and Raimbault were charged 
with examining on the spot, if there were any chances 
of success ; they were accompanied by a Canadian, 
M. de La Come, chevalier of St. Louia. From New 
York, where they disembarked, on the 8th February, 
1T9S, they traveUed by land to Canada. The bi^ops 
and clergy gave them a good reception. M. Desjar- 
dins occupied himself with collecting the necessary 
instructions for the object of his mission, and visited 
Upper Canada, where a certain number of emigrants 
desired to establish themselves. The year following, 
many priests joined him, and among them his young 
brother, M. Desplantes. 

M. Desjardins had been successively grand vicar 
to the bishops Hubert and Denaut ; M. Plessis at the 
same period held the cure of Quebec, and a warm 
and intimate friendship had existed between thera. 
In !803, ill health obliged M. Desjardins to return to 
France, carrying with him the regrets of numerous 
Iriends, whom he had attached by his fine qualities, 
and by the charm of his conversation. In Cemada ho 
had been treated badly enou^ by one of the Lieu- 
tenant-Governors ; in France a series of persecutions 
followed him. In 1806, he had been named cure of 
the Foreign Mission at Paris, and look up his domicile 
at the seminary of that name. Shortly after, the 
Duke of Kent who had had relations with him in 
Quebec, addressed gome letters to him at Paris, ex- 
pressive of his good will ; this was sufficient to draw 
upon him the distrust of \apoleon, who accused him 
of disloyalty. In the month of October, 1810, he was 
seized by the police, and confined at Vincennes, from 
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thence he was tranafeired successively to Fenestrellej 
frcnn thence to Campiauo, and finally to Verceil. 
For four years he had been submitted to a crael and 
Qnmerited exile, to the prejudice of his afTairs, hia 
health and hia ministry, and did not re-cnier France, 
tili after the fall o£ the Empire. 

During the whole of this long persecution, the Abb§ 
had bioken ofTall communication with the outer world; 
but after his enlargement, he resumed correspondence 
with his friends in Canada, and above all with Mgr. 
Plessis, with whom he had ever since continued it 
with great regularity." 

Eager to arrive at Home, the prelate only stopped 
a few days at Paris with his old friend. He had, bow- 
ever, an opportunity of making acquaintance with a 
great number of French prelates. Some of them had 
been consecrated before the revolution ; others named 
Bishops by virtue of the concordat of 1817, These lat- 
ter, had not taken the Bulla of the Holy See, which 
confirmed their appointment, oat of the bureau of the 
Secretary of State ; in consequence of the unwilling- 
ness of the government, to see the number of Bishops 
augmented ; though that measure was an urgent ne- 
cessity for the good of religion. 

At first sight, Paris does not appear to have come 
up to the idea formed of it by Mgr. Plessis. 

" In short," he says, " if we except the boulevards, 
the new street of Rivoli, and those which are upon the 
Quays of the Seine, all the rest of the streets of this 

* M. Desjanlins refuseJ, in 1817, the Bishopric of Btnis, and in 1823 that 
of Chilona-suT-MBrne. In 1819, Canlinal Herigord, Archbiabop ol Paris, 
nuned him Grand Vicar aD<1 Archdeaeon of Sainl Grnevieve, wilh apsrt- 
meats in Ibe An.-hie]UBcopat palace. Al ibe pillage of llils palace in 1831, be 
Unt biB library, his piclures, bis liimilure aad ol! Lhe moaey he posieBcd. 
He wa£ Ihea at Conflaaa, rrotu wbeac-e he escaped wilb Mgc, Quelea, arch- 
UahoporParii. TheAbbe Desjaidins died the 18th October, ISSil. it is 
to htm Uiat CbduU owes a great number of the fine paintings wbich 
iroie oflered for sale in ibis country, at a price so moderate, that tnanv 
diarcbea wera able to purchase them for the parpoae of replacing their 
m»ctbleS8 Mock. Tlieae [Holurea carried off daring the Revolution (rom 
Hoiuuteriea, <' on vents or Churches, had been tossed into lofts, from whencs 

OeoKius of enriching Canada with some good pictures, M. Desjanlius par- 
ohased then), and sent ihem to hia brothiir, then Chaplain at the Hotel- 
Oieu, Quebec. Up to bisdeath he was the protector and friend of the young 
CaDadians who went lo study at Paris. 
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city, so much praised for ite beauty, an so detidw, 
so dirty, so onensive and so noisy, that necessi^ 
alone, can compel a proprietor to build his house 
TVith the front towards them. For fifty years tbey 
have boasted of the illumination of the streets of Paris 
during the night. But what kind of an illnminatioD .' 
Lanterns sospcnded in the middle of the streets, at a 
handred feet distance the one from the other ; better 
calculated to assist, than to hinder the evil doer. 
How different this from the great cities of England, 
and of London in particular, where the lamps at a 
distance of less than thirty feet, placed on each side 
of the street over the pathway, turn night into a sort 
of day." 

Since that period Paris has undergone a great 
change, and to day takes its rank at the head of the 
finest cities in Europe. 

As the favorable season for travelling was soon 
about to close, the Bishop of Quebec set oat for Rome 
on the twenty-eighth of September, with M. Tiugeon 
and the faithful John. He preserved the hope o£ 
seeing on his return many ecclesiastics and respect- 
able laymen, from whom he had received tuucb. 
civility ; of that number was the venerable Cardinal 
de Perigord, Archbishop of Paris, who had parti- 
cularly testified his good-will towards him. 

Accustomed to the grand and beautiful on the- 
shores of the St. Lawrence, the two travellers foncd 
the scenery of the interior of France very monotonous ; 

J'et truth drew from them, from time to time, acknow- 
edgments in its favor. At a halting place, three 
leagues from Lyons, the beauty of the weather, and 
a good road tempted them to proceed on foot for th& 
space of a league, while their travelling companions- 
were breakfasting. Arrived at aii elevated point, 
they discovered an admirable country : the view 
extended over fields, vineyards, chateaux, orchards,, 
groves, and villas. Beyond that vast tableau, towards 
the North, was a range of mountains terraced one- 
above the other ; such a magnificent spectacle struck. 
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the bishop pK^oundly, wfao thna describes it in liis 
jonrnal : 

** God seems to have wished to unite at this sisgle 
point, all the riches of nature, of which he has 
elsewhere distributed but a portion, and that with a 
sort of economy. In good iaith, oue must acknow- 
ledge, that the view of the North shore of the Saint 
Lawrence taken from Quebec, a view so justly 
vannted, is inferior to this. It remains to be seen if 
the continuation of our journey will procure us a 
Tiew preferable, or even comparable to that of St. 
Joachim." 

While however, recognizing the beauty of the 
country, M. Turgeon remarked to the bishop, that 
it would be necessary to transport the St. Law- 
rence in the midst of that imposing and brilliant 
pictnre, in order to raise it to the pictaresqnenese of 
the environs of Quebec. Both agreed that the absence 
of a river, or lake, diminished the effect of so many 
beauties united at one point. 

As the travellers desired to make acquaintance 
with the celebrated city of Lyons, they decided on 
passing some days there ; wishing above all, to 
gather the traditions of the antique church of St 
Ir6n6e, and to study its liturgy, brought from the East 
by its £rst bishops. 

For many years the Archbishop of Lyons, cardinal 
Fesch, uncle of Bonaparte, was compelled to absent 
himself from his metropolitan city. Named Arch- 
bishop by the concordat of 1801, Mgr. Fesch bad 
repaired the churches at Lyons, devastated during the 
revolution ; he had worked energetically to re-establish 
worship in his diocese, and had profited by his favor 
with the Emperor, to put on loot many religions 
establishments, of which the other dioceses of France 
remained deprived. 

Proscribed by the restoration, together with the 
whole of the Bonaparte family, he withdrew to Rome : 
though removed so far from his diocese, and 'without 
any hope of being able to return, he occupied himself 
conatantly with the interests of his church, andex- 
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perienced a lively satisfaction when he learned that 
all was Icept in order. 

At the iiead of the ecclesiastical administratioD, 
was M. ConrboD, premier vicar general of the cardinal. 
That meritoTioas man w^as the soul of the diocese ; 
his age, hia learning, his piety, attracted to him the 
respect and the esteem of the people and clergy of 
Lyons. The Bishop of Quebec was indebted to him 
for many civilities, and was greatly edified by the 
conversation of the venerable grand vicar, who invited 
him to stop in that city when he retamed, in order to 
make the ordinations of lent. 

The approach of the rainy seamn, and its bad 
loads, harried Mgr. Plessis from Lyons, where he 
cmly remained foor days, leaving for Italy on the 
eleventh October. 

M. Turgeon had entered into a bai^ain with a 
coach proprietor, who for the snm of eighty dollars 
had given up the interior of his carriage to the two 
ecclesiastics, placing their servant John in the 
cabriolet. 

In traversing Savoy, Mgr. Plessis came in coMact- 
with many of the priests of the country, who inspired 
him with a high opinion of their clergy : he could bat 
recall the fear which was formerly experienced in 
Canada, when Sir Frederick Haldimand had spoken 
of introducing there, some Savoyard ecclesiastics. 
" But certainly," remarks the prelate in his diary " H 
they were all like these, they would have been an 
acquisition. These gentlemen had all left the semi- 
nary of Chamb^ry, and had been selected for llwir 
great regularity and their general merits." 

After naving spoken of their attachment to iheir 
cotintry, he adds : " Small as Savoy is, it is not nue 
to find ecclesiastics becoming cures without ever 
leaving their country. He who had gone to Turin, 
or on the other hand to Grenoble, passed for a travelled 
man. But if he had seen Lyons, or Milan, or Genoa \ 
he became a marvel ; and tliey ranged themselves 
around him to listen in silence, while he related the 
wonderful things he had met in those long and ex- 
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traordinaiy excursions. We may then imagine their 
surprise at seeing among them, men from Canada ! 
Geography had taught them, that such a country 
existed ; bat that any one would dare to come from 
Canada to Savoy, -was an enterprise, the boldness of 
which had scarcely entered into their heads." 

The passage of Mont Cenis, reminded the travellers 
of the cold they had experienced on similar journeys 
in Canada ; but in their descent they soon reached an 
agreeable country. 

" Piedmont," wrote the Bishop, " is a very fertile 
country, forming a striking contrast to the poverty of 
Savoy. The fields, of great extent, are cultivated 
like gardens. The vines are not as in France, mere 
sbnilM, but are very high and big, each being attached 
to a tree. These trees, are commonly elms, and are 
pleated over the whcJe of the lands, in a straight line, 
which extends beyond the reach of the eye. This way 
of connecting the vine to the trees, and ornamenting 
the sown fields, is not confined to Piedmont, it is 
common all over Italy where good wine abounds. 
Who, that sees the vine thus united with the elm, 
conld help recalling the vimisgue adjungere vites oS 
Virgil ? From the time of that poet, without doubt, the 
same kind of culture has been kept up to this day." 

*' Nearly everywhere ia Piedmont, are to be fonnd 
small plots of ground on the border of the road, not 
only with crosses planted, but with little chapels, or 
square columns twelve feet high, upon which are 

fiainted pious images. In the villages, the shops 
lave often for their signs similar paintings upon their 
walls ; these evidences of public piety are pleasant to 
catholic eyes, and make one feel that he is approaching 
the centre of religion." 

In the sacristy of the metropolitan church of Turin, 
the Canadian traveller had to sustain a rude assault 
irom the curiosity of the canons. All pressed around 
the foreign Bishop : the old questioned him in Italian ; 
the others listened to his replies, given in latin, to a 
crowd of questions exhibiting little knowledge of the 
New World. Are there any christians in that country? — 
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Are the Canadians white or black ? — That negro who 
follows you, is he one of them ? — Is it long since you 
left Earope to go and live so far off .' — Do you think of 
returning there ? Nor was Turin the only place where 
it was necessary to submit to similar interrogatories, 
provoking allernalely, laughter and impatience. 

Milan, Parma, Uologna, Ancfina and Loiette, 
passed in turn under the eyes -of the visitors. At 
Bologna, the Cardinal Legate wished to procure for 
the Bishop the pleasure of knowing a man, who at that 
time was beginning to be much spoken of. Tiat 
wastheabb^Mezzoiante, since so celebrated tfaroagb- 
ont the world, as the most extraordinary linguist who 
has ever existed. 

Mgr. Plessis speaks thus of him in his journal. 

*' It is something astonishing,'' says he, " the facility 
with which this ecclesiastic, who appears to be about 
forty years of age, takes into his head all the lan- 
guages ihat he wishes to learn. He has never been 
in France or in England, bat whether speaking in 
French or in English, it is with a purity of language, 
and an exactitude of pronunciation, that would make 
one believe that he had passed half his life in one 
kingdom, and half in the other," 

The Bishop of Quebec expressed afterwards to the 
Cardinal Legate, the pleasure with which he had 
seen the abbe Mezzofante. " He has much merit," 
replied His Eminence, " but unfortunately he is the 
9tai of a carpenter." To the Canadian Prelate, accus- 
tom to measure men by their merit and not by their 
birth, the Abbe Mezzofante ordy appeared the more 
estimable ; " But," as he remarks, " in Europe, the 
nobility have a different way of seeing things." 

At Lorette, whilst visiting the treasury of la santa 
Caaa, where are deposited the offerings sent from all 

fmrtsofthe world, he was much surprised to find, 
ramed and glazed, the following prayer in French 
and in Latin : 

" Prayer of the Huron Nation, sent to Laurette to 
supplicate the Blessed Virgin to procure the conver- 
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sion of the Indiana of the whole of New France in 
the year 1673." 

" Mary, Servant of God, above all ; as we have 
learnt that all the nations who have had before as, 
the happiness of submitting to your domain, send yoa 
as a mark of their gratitnde some rigale of that whicl) 
is most esteemed among them ; we have thought that 
we were obliged to imitate them in o&ering you of 
that which we hold of the most precious among ua ; 
tind as our poverty furnishes nothing which is dearer 
10 ns than oar porcelain, which is to as like pearls to 
richer people, we have agreed by general consent to 
prepare yon a collar, and to engrave thereon yoor own 
words, which has raised you to the dignity of the 
Mother of God, We desire that these characters in 
porcelain be presented to you as a mark that our 
hearts belong to you, and thai they may be an im- 
mortal testimony of the part that we take in all your 
greatness. Suffice then, Holy Virgin, that we make 
you this little present. It is Irom all your subjects erf 
this new world, who come to render you homage, and 
to recognize you for Queen in the House, where yoa 
would wish to be only a servant. . , ." 

The bishop sought to procure some information 
touching the porcelain collar mentioned in the above 
pr^er, but could find no vestige of it. 

The collar had been sent at the time by Father 
Chaumonot, founder of the Huron Mission of our 
Lady of Loretle ; he mentions it in these terms : 

" I caused them to be made by my Hurons a fine 
large collar of porcelain ; the white of it forming the 
ground, and the black of it well formed letters, express- 
ing these divine words — " Ave Maria-, gratia plena.^^ 
The Jesuit father, penitentiary of the Freneh, to whom 
it had been addressed, caused it to be set in a gilt 
frame, with an inscription which noted that the HUron 
Nation, newly converted to the faith, offered that pre- 
sent to the Mother of God. 
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Mermei — u^ianare. 

Like most travellers who arrive at Rome for the 
first time, the Bishop of Quebec -was greatly surprised 
at the solitude which pervades the eotmtry environs 
of the Eternal City. 

" The approaches to this famous oily," he says in 
hia journal, " we supposed to be through orchis, 
chateaux, cultivated and smiling fields. It is thas 
that the imagination of those who have never been 
there, amuses itself, but they are deceived. In the 
whole distance there is not a tree, not a field, ever so 
little cared for, not even a habitation, except some 
scattered houses that one perceives at a long distance, 
and two small villages. This part of the patrimony 
of St. Peter is a true 7%4baidey sad and wearying 
by its extreme solitude. It is like approaching the 
end of the world, rather than the great city, which 
has for so many ages been looked upon as the centre 
of it." 

It was the ISlh of November when the travellers 
arrived at Rome, and as they would have to remain 
there for three months, they decided to lease apart- 
ments in a private house, rather than remain at the 
hotel where they had at first put up. Thanks to the 
complaisance of a friend of the Marqais de Mont- 
morency, who had given them letters of recommen- 
dation at Paris, they secured very agreealde accom- 
modation. 

Sincerely attached to the traditions and to the faith 
of the catholic church, Mgr. Plessis exp^enced a 
new happiness in finding himself in the bosom of the 
capittit. of the christian world ; to visit places conse- 
crated by the presence of the Holy Apostles Peter 
and Paul, and of so many venerable pontiifs, and to 
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tread a soil watered with the bloo4 of thousands of 
loartyrs. On the other hand after having studied 
seriously the Latin clasaica as he had done, he cotdd 
not survey withoat a lively interest, the theatre of the- 
principal events of Roman History. 

" Rome " he wrote " is not the most beautiful city 
in the world, bat it is assuredly the most celebrated, 
the most worthy of Oxing the attention of the slrangei, 
and exalting bis imagination by souvenirs of all 
kinds ; by the monuments proiane and religious, 
ancient and modem, with which it is filled. The 
soul feels elevated from the reflexion, that one is 
walking in the same places and in the same streets^ 
trodden formerly by the wise Numa, the sober Quin< 
tins FabiuB, of Camillas, Scipio, Fompey, Cicero, 
Cffisar and Constantine. But that sentiment acquires 
another energy, when a christian rect^pizea there, 
the places watered with the sweat of the apostles ; and 
with the blood of the martyr ; when he sees the chief 
of the catholic church, reigning there, as a sovereign^ 
and causing true religion, and every virtue to reign 
upon tbe same throne, where so many impious and 
flagitious tyrants have formerly been seated as 
masters ; and in the same city which was so long 
delivered to the false worship of every kind of false 
divinities." 

The prelate's journal furnishes ns with the following 
pasjsagee, upon the Pontifical Government, and npon 
tbe chiefs <« the state ;■ and our readers will doubtless 
like to see the opinions of sach a man upon these 
snbjectB. 

" Confiidered in apolitical aspect, the Sovereign 
Pontiff has unlimited authority, his will is law ; bnt 
that despotism does not tend neoeesarily to injure his 
people. On the contraiy, it is acknowledged that the 
Government of the Ecclesiastical Slate, is the most 
gentle and paternal that exUts in the world. If it 
can be reproached with any thing, it is more with a 
defect of energy, than an abuse of authority. 

** Evil disposed writers, some of them protestants, 
and others bad catholics, have exclaimed mnch, 
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against the luxury, of the Cardinals, and hare repte- 
seated them as altogether occupied with vanity, and 
leading an idle and voluptuous life. Nothing could 
be mofe calumnious than these imputations, l^e 
Cardinals are generally persons who reach that 
dignity through their piety, their knowledge and the 
aervices they have rendered to the church, in less 
important situations. Arrived at the purple, they 
lead a very retired life, rarely entertained from home, 
and more rarely still entertaining others at their own 
houses. If they dwell in palaces, have servants and 
carriages, they cmly do the same as the foreign 
ambassadors, prinoes and nobles of the pontifical 
state, who are all inferior to them in dimity; for 
each of the cardinals may be called to the sovereign 
pontificate, and they are really to the Court of Rome, 
what princes of the blood are in otlier Courts. If this is 
admitted, 'we have no right to complain that they keep 
ap a certain decoram ; we should rather be edified 
by their modesty and the employment that those 
among them who have private wealth, make of thpir 
riches ; the others reduced to a salary of five thousand 
scudi per annum which is allotted them by the Pope, 
have not the means of making a very great display, 
even supposing they bad the inclination. But they 
are more remarkable for their alms, their regularity 
and their piety, than for that pretended luxury which 
is attributed to them, by the malevolence of those who 
would like to find everything bad in the- Court trf 
Rome, and by the ignorance of others, who, not 
having seen f )r themselves, are the dupes of these 
calumnies." 

On the 17th November, the Bishop of Qaebec sab- 
mitted to the Congregation of the Propaganda, the 
business which had led him to Rome. In the coarse 
of many conferences with Cardinal Fontana, Prefet 
of the Propaganda, and many other members of the 
same Congregation, he presented a memorial proving 
the necessity of dividing his diocese. Two divisions 
had already been accepted by the court of Rome, 
those of New Brunswick and Upper Canada. He 
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now asked that the remainder might be still farther 
divided into three parts. The nrst to contain the 
district of Montreal, the second formed of the country 
situated to the north and north-west of Canada, and 
watered by the rivers which fall into Hudson's Bay. 
The districts of Quebec, of Three-Rivers and of Gasp^, 
would compose the third, and would remain under 
the immediate care of the Bishop of Quebec ; while 
each of the four others would be confided to a suf- 
fragan Bishop. He declared at the same time, that 
for himself and his suffragans, it was impossible to 
watch over that portion of North America, extending 
between the Rocky Mountains and the Pacific Ocean. 
He renewed also the demand that had been made for 
many years, that the Island of Anticosti, and the 
portion of the Coast of Labrador which was to the 
north of the River St. John, should be confided to the 
Apostolic Vicar of Newfoundland, seeing that they had 
been united in 1809, by an Act of the British Par- 
liament to the Civil Government of that Colony. 

Shortly after, he was presented to the Sovereign 
Pontiff, who received him with great kindness ; Pius 
Vll granted him a second audience in the month of 
January 1820, and a third, on the fourth of February 
following. On the latter occasion the Bishop of 
Quebec asked permission, to lay aside the title of Me- 
tropolitan, while the English Government showed 
themselves opposed to it. 

The well known merit, and the credit which he 
enjoyed with the British Government, induced the 
Pontiff to accede to his request ; and allowed the 
Bishop to choose his own time to assume publicly 
the title of Archbishop of Quebec. 

Many other privileges were accorded him in favor 
of churches, religious communities, and pious insti- 
tutions ; and he was himself erected a Roman Count 
and assistant at the pontifical throne. During his 
stay at Rome, his fine qualities acquired hirn the 
friendship of Cardinal Pacca, president of the Apos- 
tolic Chamber ; and that of Cardinal Consalvi, secre- 
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tary of state, both of whom gave him many marks of 
the it esteem. 

It was a great satisfaction to the worthy Bishop, 
when he learnt that the Sovereign Pontiff approved 
the project of dividing the diocese of Quebec. On 
the first of February, the Holy Father signed the BulU 
of M. Provencher, naming him Bishop of Juliopolie, 
and giving him spiritual jurisdiction over the North- 
"west Territory ; as also the Bulls, naming M. Jean 
Jacques Lartigue, Bishop of Telmesse, and adminis- 
trator of the district of Montreal. 

The day which Mgr. Plessis had fixed upon for his 
departure approached; but there still remained some 
interesting objects in the city and vicinity unvisited. 
The Marquis de Fuscaldo, the Neapolitan Ambassador, 
urged liim strongly to visit Naples, but as no religious 
object could be served, the Bishop felt bound to forego 
ihe invitation. The only excursion which he re- 
gretted having neglected, was that to Ostia, where in 
<examinitig the old embouchure of the Tiber, he would 
tiave had the consolation of paying his respects to the 
place where the mother of Saint Augustin died. But 
he was already impatient to commence his journey 
Ihomen'ard, and as he feared that the Government 
Oifices once closed for the Carnival, wonld not be 
opened again during Lent, he made great exertions 
to obtain the apostolic Briefs ; and a solution of some 
of the difficulties, which he had laid before the Pro- 
paganda. Minor matters, such as the transmission of 
docaments, &c., he could leave to the care of an 
agent. 

On the dth February he bade adieu to hisfriends, 
and went to receive the last benediction of Pius VIl, 
white M. Turgeon engaged a conveyance. On the 
iOth the travellers afier a three month's residence, 
left the Eternal City, and turned towards their own 
counlry. They passed through Sienne and Florence, 
and in the latter city learnt tlie death of George III. 
They had heard of the dealli of ibc Duke of Kent be- 
fore leaving Rome. At Florence they had hoped to 
meet Sir Gordon Drummond, but the General had 
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left the preceding aalumn to pass the winter at Naples. 
They were at Turin on the 27th February ; the second 
Sunday in Lent wag passed in that Scapi>rt city, then 
considered one of the finest in £urope. 

Having accepted an invitation to the house vf the 
Marquis d'Azeglio, the Bishop had the good forlttne 
to meet there, at dinner, Connt Joseph de Maistre, 
whose reputation was not then so extended, as it be- 
came afterwards. 

" This well informed man," says the Bishop in his 

journal, "published during his legation to the 

Court of Russia, a work intituled ; ConsuleraHoTiB aur 
la France, which was well received by the public, 
and gave him a great reputation. He afterwards pu- 
blished another work, called Du Pape. The Bishop of 
Quebec had observed how much he should be flattered 
in receiving a copy from the hand of the author, and 
tlie Count brought him one the same evening to his 
Hotel. " That book with the signature of the chris- 
tian philosopher, is carefully preserved in the libraiy 
of the Archbishop of Quebec. 

The Bishop and his companion crossed the Alps 
over Mount Cfenis; the season was very severe, arid 
at the most elevated part of the ascent, it became ne- 
cessary to dismount the carriage, putting the wheels 
and shafts upon one sledge, and the body upon 
another ; the whole was drawn by six mules raised 
to this kind of work. In places, the snow was heaped 
to the height of six feet, and when the wind blew it 
raised a true poudrerie Canadienne. 

In journeying towards Italy the preceding year, the 
travellers had promised Dom Bernard, Guardian of the 
Hospital of Mount C^nis, that they would visit him 
in the month of February ; on the 39th of that month 
they arrived there. " It is fortunate " remarked the 
good monk " that the year is bissextile, or we should 
not have had the honor of seeing you in f ebruary." 

At Chamb6ry they found the Abb6 Gazel, who had 
emigrated to England at the commencement of the 
French revolution, and passed from thence to Canada, 
where he remained during three or four years. In 
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1821, he performed the functions of C&non to the 
Cathedral, and was professor of Theology in thb 
Grand Seminary. Hearing that the Bishop of Quebec 
was at an Hotel in the City, and about to pursue his 
journey inunediately, he hastened to see Ihe travellers, 
that be might enjoy the pleasure of talking of Canada 
till the moment oi their departore. 

As Mgr. Plesais had promised M. Courbon and 
Cardinal Fesch, to stop at Lyons and assist in coi^ 
fening Holy orders on those Ecclesiastics who were 
disposed to receive them ; he remained a few days 
in that great city, and ordained many priests ; am<»ig 
whom was the Abb6 Degaeny, who afterwards 
became one of the most celebrated orators of Paris. 

M. Deigardins, the elder, in order to accomplish the 
ardent desire he had formed of receiving the two 
friends of his brother in his house at Messas, had 
recommended them to pass through Orleans on their 
road lo Paris, travelling by carriage from Lyons to 
Roanne and then to descend the river Loire by bo at. 
M. Jara, formerly mayor of Roanne, had procured 
them a boatman, who undertook to convey ibem and 
theii baggage to Orleans, in a small boat only IS feet 
long. The passage from Roanne to Orleans, seventy 
leagaes, occupied five days. They were received 
very kindly by Mgr. de Varicourt, the new Bishop of 
Orleans, who had invited bis confrere of Canada 
beforehand. M. Jacques Desjardins waited for them 
some days, and then conducted them to Messas, 
where the Bishop was received with much joy, not 
only by his hosts but by the entire population ot the 
village. 

" You must not expect " observes Mgr. Plessis " to 
find much of the beautiful in that village. It is half 
a league in length, but not a tree, or garden ever so 
little ornamented ; the houses uniformly constmcted, 
are very low and have very small windows ; those on 
the principal street present nothing but the gable end. 
Bat the moral aspect of Messas is excellent, if yoa 
would see an antique simplicity, patriarchal montli, 
watchful fathers, submissive ciiildren, modest girls 
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and boys, sober and reserved, yoa must come to 
Messas. It seems that this little spot alone, 1ms been 
preserved from the fatal ravages oi the revolution." 

" The arrival of a Bishop, an event that had not 
happened in the memory of man, created an incoil^ 
oeivable sensation. The spindles fell from the hands 
of the women ; The vine dressers who have weak in 
the field, even at that season, had returned before the 
ordinary hour, and lined the streets clothed in tfaeir 
blonsea ; the children ran after the carriage ; and 
every body was lull of joy. M. Deajardins at once 
the father and the friend of all the villagers, and to 
whom the commune in general, and each of its 
members in particular, owed many obligations, 
wkhed them to receive with jubilation the foreign 
Biebop and his secretary that he had brought to them. 
As soon aa the travellers had left the carriage, he 
hastened to present them to his sister, hia good sister, 
the angel of his house. Raguel was not more 
tranfported with joy at the arrival of the yonng Tobias 
and his travelling companion." 

The Bishop of Quebec arrived at Paris on the first 
t)f April, and resumed his lodgings at the Seminary 
of foreign misaiona, where he found the abb§ Des* 
jardins, who still resided there occasionally, though 
he lived principally at the archbishopric, and had 
been replaced in his cure by the abbe M. Desge- 
nettes. 

I owe a reparation to the honor of the French 
Capital," writes Mgr. Plessia on arriving the second 
time at Paris ; " it has more beautiful streets than 
this journal has in the first place allowed it ; a proof 
that we see better the second time than the first. 
Tbough it cannot be expected that these streets, un- 
provided with pathways, can in any way enter into 
competition with those of London or even of Turin.* 
On me other hand, the parks of London which are 
the finest' promenades of that city, cannot approach 
those of Paria." 

* Things have cliuiged animrisufodiy AeflneslClIyiD theworid. 
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Od his second visit to Pariti, the Bishop was 
enabled to make a longer stav, and be visited with mneh 
inteiest, the public establishments, the charitable 
institationa, and above all the churches. He beard a 
'discoarse from the abbe Frayssinous, then the first 
preacher at Paris : and two Irom the abb6 McCarthy, 
who held the second place in ihe pulpits of the 
capital. " The abbe McCarthy," remarks Mgr. 
Plessis, " is in reality a Jesuit father, for the Com- 
pany of Jesus seeks to re-establish itself in Franc^ 
under the name of Pires de la Foi. All they have to 
do is to take the name of monsieur I'abb^ and to call 
their colleges, seminaries." 

Tbe ab^ Barmel, who was also a Jesuit, had joined 
his confreres in their house trf the Rue dea Poitet, 
.where the Bishop of Quebec went to see them. The 
good abbe was more convinced than ever, that all the 
plagues which had desolated Europe for the last 
thirtyyears, were brought on the world by free-masonry. 
He pretended to have made new discoveries upon 
this subject, since the publication of his memoirs 
upon the History of Jacobinism. 

Through the interposition of the Bishop of Chartres, 
grand chaplain to the count d'Artois, (afterwards 
Charles X,) Mgr. Plesnis was presented to that Prince, 
then looked upon as the anchor of salvation for the 
Bourbons. He had entertained no hope or thought of 
seeing the King, when he learnt that the marquise de 
Villeray • had obtained for him an interview with 
the French monarch, through the influence of doke 
de la Chartre, first gentleman in waiting to Louis 
XVIII. The affair of the inlroduction, was too far 
advanced when the Bishop knew it, to admit of his 
drawing back. It was therefore arranged that the pre- 
sentation should take place on sunday, after the King^s 
breakfast, and the Bishop presented himself pimc- 
tually. The audience was private ; the King spoke 
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to Mgr. Plessis with kindness, and put many questions 
relating to the state of religion in Canada ; requested 
to be remembered in hie prayers, and charged him with 
saying to hia diocesans, that their former sovereign 
had not forgotten them, and that if the conditions 
stipulated for in their favor by the treaty of peace^ 
were not observed by England ; France would not 
neglect to claim them. The King being confined by 
gout, they were about to prepare an altar in hi» 
appartment to enable him to hear mass, the Bisho;^ 
therefore withdrew, satisfied with the iiind welcome 
he had received. 

Circumstances prevented Mgr. Plessis from return- 
ing to Messas, as he had proposed ; but be had the 
pleasure of seeing M. Jacques Desjardins who came 
to Paris, to place himself at the Bishop's orders, and 
rendered hira numerous services, and did not leave 
him, till he saw him into the diligence ; where he 
pajrted from him with all those expressions of devotion^ 
respect and esteem, which conld only have been 
dictated by a heart full of benevolence and generosity. 

During his stay at Paris, the Bish'.ip met many 
members of Canadian families, who had emigrated 
into France after the cession of Canada to England. 
The son of the celebrated baron de Lery, in a letter 
written to his relations in Canada, mentions the plear 
sure he had experienced at seeing the Bishop of the 
country where bis father was bom. 

There was one man in France that the Bishop had 
greatly desired to see, that was M. Mermet who had 
sang so nobly and so well the victory of Chateau- 
gay. This distinguished poet had passed many years 
in Canada, first as Lieutenant, and afterwards as 
Captain in the regiment of De Watteville ; composed 
of prisoners of the French army, taken during the 
wars of the Empire, and commanded by legitimist 
officers who had emigrated into England, Aftrr the 
American war the English had given lands upon the 
Ottawa, to the officers and privates of that regiment 
who wished to remain in the country. Very few 
officers profited by that advantageous offer, the others. 
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after Die return of the Bourbons, believed that forluae 
would smile upon ihem in France, and that the 
Sovereign would not fail to reward the legitimists for 
their fidelity. 

A happy fortune would undoubtedly have smiled 
upon M. Mermet, had he remained in Canada ; for he 
was a man of fine intellect, sincerely attached to the 
Catholic religion, and beloved by all who knew him. 
His relations with the Bishop of Quebec bad been 
frequent and amicable, and he had addressed many 
elegant pieces of poetry to the prelate. Like his com- 
panions, he had preferred France, and had decided 
to reject a certainty in Canada, for great expectations 
in hia own country. The Bishop of Quebec had 
attempted, but uselessly, to retain him in Canada ; 
representing that in a new country, in the midst of 
his numerous Canadian friends, he was always sure 
of finding a position suitable to his talents and capa- 
city, and that he might easily provide for the welfare 
of his family. Scarcely had he entered France, when 
he repented bitterly, the imprudent step he had taken ; 
the number of legitimists was very large, and there 
were few places at the disposal of the Sovereign. M. 
Mermet was lost among the clamorous crowd, and 
could obtain nothing but the cross of Saint Louis. 
The straitened circumstances in which he found him- 
self, afflicted him profoundly, especially on account 
of his two sons, whom he wished to have qualified 
for the Ecclesiastical state. He was living at Mar- 
seilles in retirement and obscurity, when a letter from 
the Bishop of Quebec, on his return from Rome, re- 
called to him his friends in Canada ; and the happy 
moments he had passed there with them. His reply 
to the prelate was full of gratitude, affection and re- 
spect, but it bore the marks of sorrow, and showed 
him full of anxiety for the future.* 

" I have bathed with tears of gratitude," wrote M. 
Mermet, " the gracious epistle with which Tour Lord- 
ship has been pleased to honor me, and after having 

* t/«lhTorM. J. Merniel,lotbe Bishop of Qnebeo, 2Tlh Marcb, 189). 
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read it over and over again, I exclaimed to rnyself 
with as much truth as veneiation : undi hoc miki ? 
Ah \ my Lord, if I am so sensible to the marks of 
affection that your Lordship has testified towards me, 
with so much benevolence, I am pleased 1o think, 
that you can form some conception of the extent of 
the grief which I experience, in finding myself de- 
prived of the sweet consolation of seeing again the 
most worthy of prelales 

" I am infinitely affected, my Lord, at the felicita- 
tion with which you so graciously honor me, on the 
mark of distinction that the King has accorded to me, 
as the sole recompense of twenty^five campaigns, 
and six wounds, received under the flag of legitimacy. 
I accept w^ith as much humility as gratitude the 
wishes, that your lordship has deigned to address me, 
and above all, that one which seeks to inspire me, 
with the hope of making a better provision for my 
family ; in reading your pious expression of that last 
wish, my whole family shed tears of the most sincere 
gratitude 

" In the epistle that I addressed to your Grace, 
perhaps I painted the condition of France in colors 
too dark ; still, our epidemic is about to communicate 
itself to Spain, and I tremble for the whole of Europe, 
above all for the Holy Sec. If a barrier is not 
opposed to these impieties, we shall too soon behold 
the Gallican Church ruling itself after the manner of 
the Anglican Church ; and other other churches will 
follow that, dangerous torrent. Then the hand of the 
Most High will spread over us the veil which already 
covers Asia and Africa : the religion of our divine 
Saviour will flow towards America ; Quebec may per- 
haps become the capital of the christian world, and the 
All-powerful after having sufficiently punished us, 
will spread the benefits of revelation over the whole 
earth, 

" Yes, I regret sincerely that 1 have not followed 
the wise counsels that your Lordship deigned to give 
me with so much benevolence, on the evening of the 
36th August, I8I6. Vou counselled me then with 
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much kindnesB to remain in Canada. Alas ! I 
left my friendB on the St. Lawrence, I abandoned 500 
acres of land, to find myself isolated and without for- 
tune, in the breast of my ungrateful country. ..." 

This letter was accompanied by an epistle in verse, 
in which the poet sang the praises of the prelate, and 
recalled some souvenirs of Canada. 

On the first of May, the two Canadian travellers 
left Paris for England, the evening before they had 
said adieu to the venerable Abbe Desjardins, whom 
they saw for the last lime, and who would willingly 
have accompanied ihem, to see once more, before he 
died, his well-beloved brotiier and his old friends in 
Canada. 



il M. Emery— TriuniphBl arrival bi Quebec— 
viiiga. 

M. Lartigue had remained in London till the middle 
of the month of October, 1S19, in the hope of obtaining 
an audience with Lord Bathursl, to whom he had 
sent his memorial in favor of the seminary of Mont- 
real. The noble lord, however, had only made a 
very short visit to Downing etreci, and of that short 
visit M. Lartigue had received no notice. As it 
would have been only lost time to have remained in 
London, M. Lartigue left for Paris to pass some 
days with his confreres of Saint Sulpice, but his health 
became so bad that he was compelled to forego his 
intended journey to Rome. 

In the mouth of December he returned to London, 
to press the important business with which he was 
charged. It had made no progress since the depart- 
ure of Mgr. Plessis for Rome ; but by some myeterions 
hand, the project of spoliation seemed to be paralyzed. 

The fact was that the able memorial presented by 
Mgr. Plessis had made its impression upon the 
minds of the Imperial Ministry, and had induced It 
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to suspend indefinitely, the execution of a measure 
which might be attended with such fatal conse- 
quences. So satisfied were the eulpicians of the 
happy efTecIs prodneed by the memorial of Mgr. 
Plessis, that the gentlemen of that institution begged 
him to receive their acknowledgments, •'which they 
addressed to him through the medium of M. Ronx. 

B^ore leaving London for Rome, the Bishop of 
Quebec had informed M. Larligue that he intended 
to propose him to the Holy See, for the spiritual gov- 
enunent of the district of Montreal ; that worthy 
priest showed great repugnance to undertake the 
charge, and only consented at last, on the express 
condition, that his appointment should first obtain the 
approbation of M. Duclaux, Superior General of the 
Salpiciens. 

M. Duolaux give his consent, after being assured 
of that of M . Roux. These two gentlemen, however, 
understood that the district of Montreal would be 
detached from the diocese of Quebec ; and explained 
their views formally on that point, M. Larligue also 
expected that such was to bie the arraogement ; he 
was therefore, much surprised when he learnt, that to 
avoid giving umbrage to the Court of London, which 
bad expressed its intention of recognizing officially 
only the Bishop of Quebec, the holy see had nomi- 
nated the new dignitaries, not diocesan Bishops, but 
auxiliaries and suffragans of the Archbishop of 
Qoebec. 

" You announce to me," wrote M. Lartigue to Mgr. 
Plessis, " that you are the bearer of two apostolic 
briefs ; the one conferring on me the title of Bishop 
of a place of which 1 cannot decipher the name, the 
other creating me auxiliary, suffragan, and grand 
vicar of the Bishop or Archbishop of Quebec. You 
ate right in thinking that f should not receive that 
news with pleasure, for I could only resolve to lend 
my shoulders to the painful burden of the episcopate, 
wnen 1 could feel certain that that dignity would 
enable me to be useful to the church. Now permit 
me to say, with all the frankness required by the 
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•critical situation in which I find myself, that I am 
.persuaded, that if the arrangement spoken of is ever 
put into practice, it will do more harm than good." 

" In the first place, you will loae the finest ocoasiiMi 
that you could have for forming your diooese iirto a 
legular ptavince of eix suffragans, the Bi^opa of 
Montreal, of Upper Canada, of Hudson's Bay, of 
New Brunswick, of Nova Scotia and of Newfound- 
land, of which your see of Quebec would be the 
metropolis. That was doubtless your first plan. .... 
By the terms of your last letter, I see that this fi»A 
arrangement ia altogether set aside. Still, if by a 
separation of the district of Montreal from the rest of 
your diocese, that distnct had been erected into an 
apostolic vicariate, as are the divers episeopat dis- 
tricts of England, that would have put it in a fair way 

of obtaining the title at a more opportune time 

The object of your memorial has then absolutely 
failed, and that is no small inconvenience. Then I am 
convinced that this new plan will displease the whole 
district of Montreal, and particularly the seminary, 
which I am almost sure would not receive me as one 
of its members, if 1 presented myself simply as your 
auxiliary." ' 

Forseeing so many difficulties M. Lartigae finished 
by begging that he might not have the bniden of the 
episcopate imposed upon Kts shoulders. 

" Jf, however," added he in a subsequent letter, 
" you persist in believing me fit for this heavy 
burthen, you still have time to expose to ibe Holy 
Father, the terror with which the thought of it 
inspires me, and you may receive an answer befiwe 
ou leave Eun^e. Then ouly, when I shall have 
leard the vicar of Christ CHi earth address to me Ae 
words PtMce oves meaa, I will not hesitate for a mo- 
ment to submit to his decision, I will not say, wiA 
joy, but with entire resignation." 

Persuaded Ibat the objections raised by M. Lar- 
tigne were dictated by the delicacy of his conscieaee, 

• UOuaflt. Uatigne to Mgr. FImu, »iti Utieh, IBSO. 
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Mgr. PJeesis did not wish to have recourse to Rome" 
foi a new n(»nination: he knew that nohody was 
better able than M. Lartigue to fill worthily the charge 
to which be had been called by the voice of his supe- 
riois ; he was willing however to allow him to addreea 
his representations to the P(^, well assured that 
they would produce no effect. 

There was no hope of obtaining any modification' 
of the first decisions of the British Government : 
" The British Ministry may change," observed the- 
prelate, " but the spirit of the British Ministry changes 
not. We need not flatter ourselves with obtaining a 
new policy towards catholics, until it comes from the 
King, and we are ignorant at present of the King's 

way of thinking in relation to catholics 

The coart of Rome granted all I asked, but it was nol 
so with the court of England. I obtained my two last 
snfiiagans only with great trouble, and only as grani 
vicars, clothed with the episcopal character. The- 
goremment did not wish to recognize me as metro- 
politan, BO that my diocese is really not divided as 
I should have wished, but only divided into districts 
for Bishops tnpartibus, subject to my authority." 

After his retam to England, Mgr. Plessis again 
obtained many audiences of the Secretary of State 
for-the cokinieB, who sent by him an official letter for 
head Dalhousie, recently named Governor of Canada. 
Earl Bathurst informed the latter of the arrangements 
which had been adopted by the Court of Rome, for 
the advantage of the catholics of Canada, and of the 
approbation which His Majesty had given to those 
measures, concerning the division of the diocese of 
Quebec. And further,' that letters patent were to be 
issued fM the College of Nicolet ; in short the govern- 
ment seemed to have forgotten the project of seizings 
the moperty of the Seminanr of Montreal. 

The King, himself, testified his good will towards 
his Canadian sabjects. When the Bishop of Quebec 
was presented to him, George IV received him with 
a marked benevolence, he spoke to him of the services 
tendered during the American war by the catholics • 
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of Canada, and acknowledged the conlldenoe that he 
had in the loyalty of the people and of the clergy 4^ 
the province. 

If circamstances had prevented the complete attain- 
ment of all the wishes of Mgr. Plessis, an ample 
snccess had after all crowned his negotiations, and 
he now hastened homeward, that he might carry into 
his diocese the good news. 

As soon as possible he embarked for America, with 
his fellow travellers MM. Turgeon et Lartigue and 
arrived at New York on the 21st July, 1880. At the 
leqaest of the prefect of the Piopagaoda, he had 
tuuiertaken to visit New York, Philadelphia and 
Baltimore ; to inquire into the difficnltles raised in 
many dioceses by schismatic priests, Avho rejected 
the anthority of the bishops. His subsequent reports 
to the Conrl of Rome snstaiaed the claims of Mgr. 
Marechal, Archbishop of Baltimore, who complained, 
that in the nomination of new bishops for the United 
States, the old ones, already au /aU to the spirit and 
institutions of the country, were not sniBciently 
consulted. 

On the 7th August, 1820, the travellers arrived at 
Montreal, where the Bishop of Quebec presented to 
the priests of the Seminary their old confrere, who 
was about to undertake the spiritual direction of that 
district. Mgr. Plessis hoped that would be a new 
proof to them of the conhdence and esteem which he 
had always accorded to their house. 

Nobody doubled that the title of M. Lartigue as a 
member of the congregation of Si. Sulpice, had 
weighed gremly, in his favor, when he had been 
chosen as hrst Pastor of Montreal. In this, his native 
city, Mgr. Plessis had been trained up by the disci- 
ples of M. OlJer, and he had ever preserved for his 
first masters, and for their successors, a profound 
respect and a sincere affection, and on many occasions 
he had already given proofs of the confidence that be 
reposed in them. 

His promotion to the Episcopacy had enabled him 
to come to their aid very efficaciously ; while he 
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was only coadjulor, he had favored powerfully the 
admission into the Province of many of their con- 
fireres, called to share their labors. His support on 
this particular occasion had been so e^acions, that 
M. Emery, Superior General of the order of St. Sulpice, 
believed it his duly at the time, to acknowledge it in 
the most flattering terms. He wrote to the Prelate, 
" I have not been allowed to remain in ignorance of 
the kind sentiments with which you have shown 
yourself so deeply penetrated for the priests of my 
congregation, who are laboring in Canada. Yon have 
given mem great proofs of it, and they are desirous 
that I should convey to you expieasiuna of their grati- 
tade as well as my own, and I do it in the fulness 
of my heart. I do not think it necessary to beg, that 
you will continue to treat them in the same manner, 
when divine providence shall have called into his 
boaom, the worthy prelate, whom you are destined to 
succeed. Tbey will prove to you, by their obedience, 
their docility, and their zeal to fulfil your wishes, and 
to execute your orders, that they are not onworthy 
of it"* 

These sentiments of affection and of respect for the 
Seminary of Montreal, Mgr. Plessis preserved to the 
last, and he was happy to give a proof of it in the 
choice that he had made, of a priest of that house, for 
a charge of the highest importance, who at the same 
lime was a man as remarkable for his virtues, as he 
was eminent for his talents and his s 



Previous to betaking himself to the capital where 
he was so impatiently expected, the prelate wished to 
atop some days at his seminary of Nicolet : a place 
that he revisited ever with a more than ordinary 
degree of pleasure. In the midst of a numerous 
concourse of priests, assembled from all parts of the 
Province to wish him welcome, the Bishop of 
Quebec presided over the examination of the pupils ; 
and received their felicitations, with all the joy that 

* LcUer oTM. Enttry, S4lh Decembw, ISSO. 
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a kind father exhibits, surrDOiided by his children 
after a long separation. 

The news of the happy return of the first pastor of 
the diocese, was soon spread, and every where through 
the whole route homeward, demonstrations were or- 
ganized in hia honor, 

" [ will not attempt to paint to you," said M. 
Raimbault, in bis funeral oration over Mgr. Plessis, 
" that touching scene, of which many of yon were 
witnesses, when leaving Nicolet, (where he had re- 
posed some days in the midst of the simple and inno- 
cent fetes, and the lively joy of the young Students of 
the College he had founded,) he put his foot on the 
soil of Three-Rivers. Recall to yourselves, that nu- 
meioua and honorable deputation, displaying the 
sacred oriflamrae upon the waters of the proud Saint 
Lawrence. I think 1 hear the redoubled acclama- 
tions, mingled with the cries of joy, with which the 
Citizens made the air resound. With what pleasure 
he received, and gave back their salutes ! With what 
touching abandon every one felicitated his neighbour 
on the return of his Bishop, after such a long absence ! 
But that was only the opening of the triumph they had 
prepared for him in the capital ; and of which every 
one has read, or heard the description. A second 
floating deputation ascended the river, as though they 
would accuse the one that had preceded them of being 
too tardy ; an impatient population coursed through 
the streets of the city, spreading itself over the quays, 
every vessel in the harbar decked with flags, the most 
respectable Citizens rivalled each other, in their ardor 
and their joy. . . . What acclamations ! what excite- 
ment ! what touching demonstrations of love and 
pleasure ! " 

In this vigorous description, traced by the panegy- 
rist of the great Bishop, there is nothing exaggerated. 
At this day it is scarcely possible to figure to oneself, 
the emotion caused in Quebec by the announcement 
of the near arrival of Mgr. Plessis. During forty years 
he had dwelt in the Capital, which he had scarcely 
ever left, except for very short intervale. As Cnr6, he 
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had formed the generation then at the head of all its 
afibirs. For twenty years he had been the chief le- 
{Kesentative of ecofesiaetical authority, and the most 
aistinguished clti^n of Canada. The inhebitanta (A 
Biitish origin, respected and esteemed him, is conse- 
quence of his eminent qualities of all kinds ; hia {m>- 
Icmged absence had left among the Catholics a void 
which afRided all ranks of society. So that the ait- 
noancement of faia approach to his metropolitan city, 
diffused a general joy. The principal citizens hired 
a'Steamboat to go out to meet him. That boat, then 
regarded as the Qneen of the Saint Lawrence, waa 
called the Cot of Commerce. Loaded with hundreds oi 

Eassengers, among whom were diatingnished mem- 
ers of the Legislature, of the Clercy and of the Bar, 
she reached Three-Rivers, just at the same moment, 
when the Bishop and his companions arrived there 
from Nicolet. Lively acclamaticms welcomed him, 
he was surprised to find himself, all at once stu- 
rounded by his friends from Quebec. 

Early in the morning of the next day, the 16th 
Angust, the steamboat resumed her triumphal ptogress 
towards Quebec. Numerous groups succeeded each 
other around the Bishop, anxious to see and hear 
bin). An unusual bustle on both shores of the St. 
Lawrence, testified that the inhabitants were taking 
part in the general joy; each little village as be 
passed, saluted him with lively fusillades and these 
again were replied to by the boat's cannon. Between 
the two cities, another aieamboat joined the proce^ 
sion, all decorated with ilags, and brioging a second 
deputation from the capital. 

TRhe eagerness of the people of Quebec to see their 
first pastor again, and to welcome him home with 
honor, surpassed every manifestation of the kind that 
bad ever been seen in the coantry. 

Shortly after mid-day, the quays, the balconies, the 
roofs were all covered with spectators ; many went 
off to the ships in the harbor, whose yards were 
manned by sailors. When the cannon announced 
the approach of the two steamboats, great cries of joy 
10 
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reeoonded from all parts ; mixed with the fanfares 
of the military mnsio of the 60tb Regiment, and the 
meny peals of the bells in the city. On bis disem* 
barkation the crowd pressed forward, eager to receive 
the blessing of their Bishop ; and so large a nomber 
followed to assist at the Te Deum, that in spite of its 
vast proportions, the cathedral conld (wly contain a 
part of them. 

Nnmerons addresses were presented to him, and 
on all bands be received testimonies of the lively 
satisfaction caused by the retnm of the shepherd to hie 
fold. 



Anzietica oanied by llw new division* of the Diocese— M. Larturae'i 
besituioii) — DeciiioQ of the Court of itome — Uoasenralioi] or Mgn. 
Lutigae, MMDoneil, MoDuhem, Provcncber— Hkt, L^nigiie retiraa lo 
the Hotcl-Diea of Moatreal — Mnodenient of IS^. Plesiia — (fiuiat 
Oattttt — DilltciilIieB rmised by Mgr. Iisnigae. 

Great cariosity and deep interest were now fell, 
both among the clergy and the laity regarding the 
changes which were abont to be introduced into the 
administration of the diocese of Quebec by order of 
the Court of Rome, • 

Part of the arrangements only were known ; but on 
many points, the division of the holy see remained 
still enveloped in a certain mystery ; and this circnm- 
stance inspired many of the ecclesiastics with anxieties. 
In order to tranquilize their minds, Mgr. Plessis took 
occasion, at a reunion held shortly after his arrival, 
for the celebration of the ffite du sacerdoce ; to 
armouncc to his clergy the measures that had been 
adopted by the sovereign pontiff for the advantage of 
the church of Canada. 

He informed his priests that the very dsia for which 
they had then assembled, and which they had been 
accnstomed to celebrate annually, that of the sacer- 

• Iioner Canada then oootained 337,1)9 RLlhaltcs, ol which there were 
109>XK>iaihedi>irict ufQueliec, 39,000in thedinrict ol Thtee-Rivera nnd 
1£9,11B in thit ol Mootred. 
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doce, miiBt benceforlh cease ; being found contiary to 
the rales of the roman Ului^. 

In his allocution, the prelate showed the priest the 
measures adopted hy the Courts of Rome and London 
touching the arrangements made for the organization 
of ecclesiastical authority. 

. It had been conjectured that the consecration of the 
Bishops, would have immediately followed thM com- 
monication, but many circumstances led to its being 
long deferred. 

MM. MacDonell and McEachern were far away ; 
M. Provencher had gone to his mission, and declared 
himself not yet ready; M. Lartigae waited for a 
formal order from the holy see ;.and objected to being 
consecrated before the final decision of the sovereign 
pontiff bad been signified to him. He was besides 
lightened at the dimcullies which be fancied he saw 
looming in ihe future ; he had been warned that as a 
Bishop, he could no longer reside at the seminary of 
St. Stupice, and he saw himself thus cut off from the 
counsels of bis confreres. 

On the first of September 1820, he writes to the 
Bishop. " They have notified me yesterday that my 
sojourn in the semihary, with the episcopal character 

is not possible I regard that incident, as one of 

the strongest indications, that providence has not 
destined me for the post that you desire to confide to 
nie ; and I take this occasion, to make anew effort to 
supplicate you, not to load me with a burden too 
heavy for my weak shoulders." 

Alter having enumerated and exaggerated his spi- 
ritual miseries — he adds : 

" I think that in weighing before God, these and 
many other reasons, joined to the delay which has fol- 
loweid the request that you have made to the Court cf 
Rome, for an order to oblige me to accept,'and of 
which I am firmly resolved to await the issue before 
deciding ; you will see in all these unequivocal signs 
of divine providence, that one more worthy than my- 
self is reserved as the pastor of that part of your dio- 
cese ; these reason will also facilitate your request, 
10* 
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for a eabject more worthy of gorerniBg that district, 
instead of a man, designed only to live in a seminary, 
md whose sole desire is to die there in peace. I am 
too well convinced of your deference towards the 
boiy see, not to believe, that before proceeding further 
in this matter, you will, like nwself, wait with pa- 
tience ila judgment upon an aflair that you have 
yoBTself submitted to its decision." 

The final decision of the Sovereign Pontiff, arrived 
at Quebec in the month of October, and was imme- 
diately communicated to M. Lartigue, who, in a letter 
of the SOth October, 1820, expressed to the Bishop of 
Quebec his sentiments of obedience : 

" My first act after having read in the letter of. 
Cardinal Fontana, the positive order of the Holy 
Father — in virtute saneta obedientia — to accept my 
promotion to the episcopate, has been to throw my- 
self on my knees, and to acquiesce heartily in the 
will of God, which has thus appeared to me to have 
been as evidently manifested by that of hia vicar, aa 
if Jesus Christ had spoken to me in person. I have 

not then hesitated an instant to submit myself 

groaning I have accepted the burden, however inca- 
pable I lelt of bearing it." 

After his definitive acceptation, M. Larttgne felt it 
to be his duty to occapy himseli with projects for the 
future. He proposed to go and live in a country 
parish on the south shore of the St. Lawrence. " That 
arrangement," he wrote, " will produce no change in 
the usages of the seminary, and I shall be able to 

fovem my district from a country parish, with fewer 
indranc^s than I should be likely to meet with in 
the city. If God spares my life, 1 shall not despairof 
being one day able to establish my residence in 
Montreal, when certain prejudices shall be effaced. .. 
but the time has not yet come .... Not only our gentle- 
men (sulpiciens) desire thnl 1 be consecrated at 
Montreal, but further, they wish that if that ceremony 
is to take place in the conrse of the winler, I should 
retrain with them until the spring." 
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Mr. Alexander McDonell, nominated Bishop c^ 
RhSsioe, waa consecrated at Quebec on the last day <^ 
the year, 1830. Many circumstances delayed the 
consecration of M. Lartigne, which did not take place 
till the 3Ut January, 1821. Mgr. Plessia wished to 
perform that solemn ceremony in the parish chiuch 
of Montreal. lo his faneral oration over M. Lartigne, 
M. La Rocque said : 

"The 21st January takes its place among the 
epochs which belong to the history of religion in this 
country. On that ever memorable day, M. Lartigue 
was charged with the administration of the district of 
Montreal, laying the basis of an Episcopal See in tba 
city, from which it haa drawn, and does draw daily 
so many precious advantages." 

The parish church of Montreal was particularly 
^propriate to this ceremony, since besides the ad- 
vantage of being the oldest and most remarkable 
church in the diocese, it had a peculiar title to the 
respect of the two prelates. There in fact the conge- 
crator and the consecrated had received the sacrament 
of baptism, and made their first communion — there 
they were taught their first lessons of christian doc- 
trine, and as a prelude to the august functions of the 
priesthood and the episcopacy, they had begun 1^ 
joining in the ceremonies as simple children of the 
choir. 

Mr. Bernard Angus MacEachem, nominated Biahc^ 
of Rose, was consecrated at Qnebec on the seven- 
teenth day of June following. He was a venerable 
scotch missionary, and an old friend of Mgr. Mac- 
Donell. For many years he had visited the sootch 
and acadian settlements in Prince Edward's Island, 
rarely reposing from his apostolic labora. The pre- 
sence of the good Bishop became so much more 
necessary in these missions, in consequence of the 
death of Mgr. Burke, Bishop of Sion, who on the twen- 
ty-ninth November preceding, had left his nephew 
Mr. Carroll in charge of the administration of the 
diocese; but the young priest felt embarrassed with 
the burden, as he saw no hopes uf being relieved for ' 
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a long period. Mr. Maguire, car^ of St. Michel, who 
had been demaaded by Mgr. Burke for his coadjutor, 
refused firmly to accept the charge ; it therefore 
became necessary to wait till another choice had been 
made at Rome. In the then slate of the church of 
Nova Scotia, it was a difficult task to find a successor 
to Mgr. Burke. 

As to the consecration of M, Provencher, named 
meanwhile cure of Machiche, it was deferred till the 
twelfth May 18S3, in order that the new Bishop should 
hare time to prepare himself for a charge, which 
would be surrounded with numerous dimcuhies in 
his distant and wild district. 

Mgr. Lartigne understood that the circumstances 
in which his new position placed him, did not permit 
him to remain at the seminary. He accepted there- 
fore, while waiting for better times, the kind invita- 
tion of the ladies of the Hotel- Uieu, who placed at his 
disposal some apartments ordinarily reserved for 
sick priests. His residence there was of a longer 
dumtion than he had at first expected, for he had 
renounced bis project of withdrawing to the country, 
convinced that his presence at Montreal would be 
attended with greater advantages to his episcopal 
district. 

After his return to Quebec, Mgr. Plessis officially 
informed the faithful of the district of Montreal, that 
Mgr. Lartigne was going to exercise among them the 
functions of a suffragan and auxiliary bishop. 

In his mandement of February, 1821, he thus 
alluded lo the subject : " On the Iwenty-firat of last 
month, we gave episcopal consecration to Mgr. Jean 
Jacques Lartigue, Titular of Telmesse. It would 
have been more flattering to us, to have consecrated 
him under a title which would have expressed more 
directly the relations that you will henceforth have 
with him. That has neither depended upon us, nor 
upon the Holy See ; which has gone as far as the 
circumstances of the moment permitted in calling 
him by a brief. ... to the spiritual government of the 
city and district of Montreal, in quality of our 
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auxiliary, suSiagaii and vicar general. We coDfonn 
ourselves then, to the intentions of the Sovereign 
Pontiff, in signifying to you by the present tnande- 
metU, that you are in future to render to Monseigneur 
the Bishop of Telmeese, in all the churches of the 
district of Montreal, the same honors that you would 
render to ourselves, if we were in those places ; arid 
consider him there, as specially and generally charged 
with the episcopal functions. It is thus our positive 
intention, that you have recourse henceforth to him, 
in every case where formerly you would have had 
leooarse to us, except in referring those matters that 
he should esteem himself unable to terminate without 
oar aid." • 

The intention of Mgr. Pleasis was to avoid as much 
as possible compromising the British ministry, while 
leaving the greatest possible latitude to the Bishop of 
Tetmesse in the exercise of his pastoral functions. 
But in spite of all his prudence, the indiscretion of a 
jonmalist, greatly embarrassed the relations between 
Lord Batburst and Mgr. Plessis. If the minister had 
often given earnest of his good will towards the 
bishop, his kind intentions faded sometimes, before 
his fears of being attacked upon the subject in 
Parliament. Great then were his anxieties when he 
'read the following announcement in a Montreal 
journal : " The Archbishop d' Quebec has conse- 
orated Dr. Lartigue,. and installed him Bishop of 
Montreal ;" here was an instrument of attack up<nt 
the ministry ready made for the hands of the oppo- 
sition. Lord Bathurst immediately addressed a 
dlEfiatch to the Governor General of Canada, ex- 
pressing his surprise at the appearance of such a 
paragraph in the public papers, and requesting 
explanations as to its correctness. A similar commu- 
nication was sent to the Bishop of Quebec through 
Dr. Poynter. 

" I have seen Mr. Goulbura this morning," wrote 
the prelate, " he tells me that Lord Bathurst was 

Hudement tOlh Feb., 1891. 
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mach puzzled at the appearance of an article ^iob 
bad appeared in the Cfazette of Quebec, end which 
was calculated to cause him much embarrasatoant.. 
IiOfd Bathuret observed that it was quite contrarjr to 
the arrangement concluded between him and youi 
Lordship. I replied that there was evidently some 
iQistake in the report...' ; that you had not taken 
the title of Archbishop, but only that <^ Bisbcp of 
Quebec ; that Mgr. Lartigue had not been consecrated 
Bishop of Montreal, but as Bishop of Telmesse ; that 
he was your Grand Vicar, with the Episcopal charac- 
ter, for the district of Montreal, and that was pre- 
cisely as you agreed with hie Lordship. Mr. Goul- 
bum appeared satisfied, and informed me that he 
woald explain the affair to Lord Bathurst.* 

Mgr. Plessis hastened to give Dr. Poynter the fol- 
lowing explanations to calm the anxieties of the- 
Secretary of State. 

" I have received no letter from Lord Bathurst, but 
he haa written to our Governor General, Lord Dal- 
hoasie, w^ho has transmitted the paragraph in question 
to me, begging me to let him know aU about it, for 
the information of the Secretary of State. My reply- 
was in perfect accordance with that which you gave 
to Mr. Goulbum, and could not be different, N<^ody 
has been louder than myself in praise of the pro- 
oeedings of Lord Bathurst, and independently of 
that, which my position demands of tne in relation tO' 
his Majesty, ... . if I was capable of using dupticity, 
gratitude would prevent my exercising it towards 
Lord Bathurst, and thereby exposing him to uneasi- 
ness. Without being much advanced in politics, I 
can conceive all the delicacy of the position of a 
Secretary of State, and to what trials he must be sob- 
jected. Yon will give me much pleasure, if you will 
take occasion to communicate this to Lord Bathttrst." 

The letter of the Bishop of Quebec, and the eXfda- 
nations of the Earl of Dalhousie, appeared satisfacfoir^ 
and Dr. Poynter annoiuiced shortly after, ^t toe- 

* Leller from Mgr. Poynter, 7th April, 1S21. 
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aSah had lost all the impcHtance with whic^ it had 
been cluthed by the extreme circumspection of the 
Ministiy. 

" I have presented your reply to Lord Bathurst and 
to Mr. Goulbum, who have both read it, and were 
convinced that the article in the Gazette was incorrect, 
and that the conduct of your Lordship was worthy of 
approbation.* 

But if the proceedings of Mgr. Plescis deserved 
commendation, those oT Lord Balhurst seemed slow 
and timid ; a year had elapsed since he had agreed to 
inform the Governor of Canada of the promises made 
on the subject of the Seminary of Nicolet, and of 
the arrangements concluded in relation to the new 
Bishops, and still no despatch had come to Lord 
Dalhousie. The Bishop therefore felt himself bound 
to offer to the Governor General the following expla- 
nation upon tbe state of things. 

....*' In consequence of a memorial which I had 
the honor of submitting to the consideration of Lord 
Bathurst in 1819, his Lordship had the kindness to 
signify to me, by a despatch of the same day, that Hi» 
Majesty's Goi%mment admitted my ulterior plan, in 
BQch a sense, that they did not disapprove that MM 
Lartigue and Provencher should be clothed under my 
dependence, with such ecclesiastical authority as [ 
should judge necessary. As the assistance that I 
expected uom them required that they should be 
clothed with the Episcopal character, for confirmatioQ 
and for confering orders, I obtained also from the Holy 
&ee in 1630, some Bishoprics ihpart^iia, after having 
given the British Ministry notice of my applicatitm 
fw tbam. At the end of 1818, the Holy See judged 
it [voper to erect my church into an Archbishopric. I 
was informed of it only in the month of August, 1819, 
after my anival at London, and I gave notice of it 
myself to Lord Bathurst ; but perceiving that this 
new order of things was not agreeable to Lord Bath- 

* L«tUr of MgT. Pi^l«r, 3lu Aupwl) ISSl. 
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nrst, and to the English Cabinet, I abstained from 
taking advantage of it.". . . . 

But I cannot hold myself responsible for the fantasy, 
that led a gazetteer to endow me with the title of 
Archbishop." 

The instmctions touching the position of the new 
Bishops were at last communicated with fifreat reserve 
to Lord Dalbousie, by the Secretary of the Colonies, 
who was always afraid of compromising himself. As 
to the letters patent in favor of the Seminary of 
Nicolet, they were accorded in the month of February 
1821, to the great satisfaction of Mgr. Plessis and his 
friends. 

Shortly after the publication of the mandemaU of 
February 1821, some troubles more serious than those 
caused by tlie paragraph of the Canadian journalist, 
began to agitate men's minds in the City of Montreal, 
and in a part of the District of the same name ; the 
disputes which followed filled the last years (rf the 
Bishop of Quebec with bitterness. The difficulties 
that had been apprehended as likely to grow out of 
the doubtful position of the Bishop of Telmease, 
appeared immediately in all their extent ; the cbnxch- 
wardens of the parish of Montreal thought proper to 
regulate the honors that they Should accora to Mgr. 
Lartigne, and to decide whether they would put. at 
bis disposal the Episcc^al Throne or not. Many 
persons who were not interested in the question, 
mixed themselves up with the discussion ; they 
attacked the nutndemeiit of the Bishop of Quebec, 
who, according to certain writers could not transmit 
to others the honors belonging to himself. For two 
or three years the Montreal journals were full of cor- 
respondence, in which the Ecclesiastical authorities 
were not always spared, 

Mgr. Plessis was piofoundly grieved, with the 
opposition raised against the measures that he had 
taken for the gloiy of God, and for the greatest good 
of his flock ; and that he had adopted only, aftel 
advising with the wisest members of^his clergy. 
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At the same time full of confidence in the justice of 
his canse, and in the protection of providence, he held 
the firm hope, that time and reflexion would re-esta- 
blish calm, and that the storm would exhaust itself 
with its own violence. All his counsels were dictated 
by moderation and patience, the same means by 
which he had succeeded in his struggles against the 
Provincial Government. 

To Mgr. Lartigue, who asked to be treated like 
another Jonas, and thrown into the sea, to appease 
the tempest, he replied : — " They have sent me a long 
memorial to prove by demonstrative reason, that aU 
the honors that I abandon to you, and which yoa 
receive, are abuses. I will not contest with the 
author of such a memoir; but [ will send to Rome 
my mandemejU of the 20lh February and submit it to 
the judgment of the Holy See, Do not dispute with 
them the absence of a throne, content yourself with a 
prie-dieu ; if that is not to be had, seat yourself on the 
end of a bench, or what would be still better, cease to 
assist in a parish church which is no more a cathedral 
than any other church in the city, and adopt the 
church of the Hotel-Dieu or any other." 

" Foolish speeches are for those who make them ; 
you would be wrong to vex yourself with these 
wicked disputes, though directed against you. Con- 
tinue to act with charity and compassion. This 
conduct will be more agrcable to God and edifying 
to the church. In every kind of debate, happy he who 
knows how to place moderation on his side." 

With respect to the ebullition that had followed the 
division oi his diocese, some one told him that he 
was reproached by many with not having consulted 
others sufficiently; he replied to the friend who gave 
him that information : " When we wish to do 
right, we should not repel the advice of those who 
wish to do right also. Bnt my experience has shown 
me that some men, otherwise the friends of right, are 
very unreasonable in those matters where their own 
personal interest is concerned. That consideration 
has often prevented me from consulting them. Nevei^ 
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theleas, I have done it a gieat many times. Yoa 
would be astonished if I were to give yoa a list o( 
my coasultatioQB ; still more, if I was to add to thai, a 
list of the replies that have been sent to me. But as 
I also may be blind where my own self love is 
concerned, 1 esteem myself fortunate in having in 
von a monitor who may be able to dissipate my 
illusions." 



VI 



Kepi)- t< 

DiUncI of Gaspe— Continued dispulea ii 

Mkndemenl— A-lwlilion oS [he Jtti du *attr, 

In the m idst of all his solicitude for the unhappy state 
of affairs in the Montreal district, he never forgot ihe 
interests of that part of the diocese reserved to him- 
self, nor indeed those of Lower Canada in general. 

During the summer of 1820, some Irish familiee 
had arrived in Quebec in the hope of ameliorating 
their condition ; they failed, however, in meeting those 
advantages they had expected, and as the rigorous 
season approached, they found themselves exposed to 
great misery. The charitable heart of the Prelate 
was touched with their sad condition ; he made 
efforts to place some in the country, that he might 
assist more elficaciously those who remained in the 
city. 

" Are there no means," wrote he, to each of the 
cures, " of placing in your parish a single Irish 
family? These poor persons perish with cold and 
hunger in the streets. They cannot find any thing to 
eat in cities, without money in hand, and they have 
no money. There is more charity in your country 
parishes than among our citizens, and really more 
resources. Many private persons might unite to 
nourish and clothe tliat family from this to the spring. 
They are catholics, our brothers, strangers in this 
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Cooatij. Should every pariah in the district charge 
itself with one, there would still remain enough to 
ctarve in the city. Finally we must not forget the 
words of Onr Saviour : Hospes eram et coUegistis «ic." 
■ Thanks 1o the intervention of the Prelate, means 
were found to place thirty of those poor families in 
the CooBtiy, who were fed and lodged during the 
winter ; so that those who remained in the city were 
more easily relieved. 

A very important question now occupied the true 
friends of the country, who were deairoua of spreading 
primary instruction among the people, and above all 
in the country, for the cities were provided with 
schools. But there were many obstacles in the way 
of accomplishing that most desirable work. The 
first and moat serious, was the unfortunate law of 
1801, which had confided the superintendence of the 
achools to the Koyal Institution. Now the Provincial 
Government had found the means of giving the 
direction of that society to the Protestant Clergy, and 
to the members of the Coterie, who had always 
woiked to destroy Catholic Institutions. The money 
raised from the people was placed in their hands and 
expended according to their directions. It was there- 
fore not surprising that the Catholic Bishop of Quebec 
and his elerey, were constantly and energetically 
opposed to tliat unjust law, which had been intro- 
duced at the close of a session when there remained 
bnt a few Canadian Members in the House of As- 
sembly. 

An old cur6 of Cap-Sant^, a judicious and well 
informed man, has given some interesting details 
upon the working of that law, and added the follow- 
ing reflexions in a memorial that he left upon his 
pariah. 

" That law waa far from receiving a favorable 
welcome from those Canadians who where enlight- 
ened, and attached to their religion. The spirit and 
the motives which had inspired it, and the results 
which were to flow from the system were too palp- 
able, to impose upon clear sighted people." 
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" The members of the ProTiDcial Parliament made 
many attempts to repeal or modify those parts, which 
it was plain could only produce the worst effects ; 
but all was useless : the enemies of the Canadians 
had gained too ranch by that act, which they had 
only secured by surprise, to cede any portion of what 
they had thns obtained. ..." 

" Nobody remains ignorant of the formal and 
constant opposition, that the catholic clergy always 
exhibited, and with reason, against the establishment 
of these schools ; submitted to the direction, and 
under the immediate and sole infiuence of the pro* 
teatant clergy. The manner in which the Bill esta- 
blishing these schools had been obtained, the well 
Imown views of the propounders of that measure ; 
the formal exclusion from all influence, direct, or 
even indirect, on the part of the catholic clergy over 
these schools ; the predilection for choosing none but 
protestant teachers for them, while all the pupils 
belonged to the catholic religion, were reasons surely 
sufficient to justify, and even command that exposi- 
tion, which the catholic clergy ever displayed against 
their establishment." 

In 1820, a new school Bill, equitable alike for 
catholics and protestants, was admitted into both 
hoases of the Lower Canadian legislature ; and 
reserved for royal sanction by the Administrator of 
the Province. Mgr. Pleasis, who was then in Eng- 
land, took some steps to induce the English ministry 
to recommend that measure to His Majesty, but 
his efforts were vain, for they imagined at the colouial 
office, that the provisions of that Bill were all infavw 
of catholics and intended to deprive the royal insti- 
tution of its acquired rights. 

In writing to his coadjutor upon this subject, he 
begged him to apply to Messrs. PapineauandTasche- 
reau to induce them to modifycenainclause8,soasto 
convince the ministry that the law was as favorable to 
protestants as to eatholica. 

The bill was accordingly amended, in such a way 
as to avoid wounding the susceptibilities of any party^ 
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and again passed thioogfa both bouses in the year 
1821, and loid Dalhousie felt it to be his duty to 
recommeod it to the good-will of his sovereign. The 
true iriends of the country, hoped that the imperial 
gOTemment would permit the Canadians to organize 
a system of schools, calculated to Insure public 
instruction, without delivering them over to the mercy 
of men opposed to their creed, their language, and 
theii institutions. On that occasion, as on all others, 
where the important interests of his compatriots were 
concerned, Mgr. Plessis raised his voice in favor of 
the justice of their cause. 

■ He wrote to Mgr. Poynter, who he knew was often 
admitted to the Colonial office, and whose opinions 
were much respected there, to inform him of the state 
of things. 

" Our Provincial Parliament having passed an Act 
extremely desired by the Catholics of this country, for 
the establishment of schools in country parishes, the 
Governor has sent it home foi the Royal sanction, and 
that is of course a source of grief to many. I had 
taken the resolution of writing upon this subject to 
Lord Bathnrst, but I abstained from it, upon the 
assurance given to me by Earl Dalhousie, that in trans- 
mittiog the Bill he had strongly recommended it." 

A month after, fearing evidently that the recom- 
mendations ofEarl Dalhousie had not been sufficiently 
pteasing, he wrote the following letter to the Secretary 
of the Colonies : 

" Tlie two Houses of the Provincial Parliament, 
have passed in their last Session a Bill for the encour- 
agement of education in the country parishes ; and 
His Excellency, Earl Dalhousie, judged it proper to 
reserve it for the sanction of the King. 1 should be- 
lieve myself wanting, my Lord, in that which I owe 
to my position, and to my country ; if I did not ac- 
quaint your Lordship, how ardently the Catholic suli- 
jects of this province desire, that it would please HU 
Majesty to sanction that Bill. For though it is framea 

• LMterloDr. Poynter, MaKb, ISSl. 
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IB such a manner as to accommodate ail religions 
persuaaions, it nevertheless interests more especially 
the Catholics, who have not hitherto had any encour- 
agement for their country schools, because that which 
was established in virtue of another Act, to wit : tiie 
Act of the 41st year of the reign of his deceased Ma- 
jesty, did not accord with Iheir principles ; and was 
not in any way suitable to them. Tne delay of the 
Governor General to sanction it, has sufficed to alarm 
the people. In different parts of the province they have 
already prepared petitions to the King, and 1 can only 
re-assure their minds, by repeating to them the answer 
which I have had the honor of receiving from the Earl 
of Dalhousie, that he flattered himself with soon seeing 
the Bill return from England. Should it be otherwise, 
a great majority of the people would be in great con- 
sternation 

The object in question is in my humble opinion of 
such importance, that if a uniformly loyal conduct 
can merit any esteem on the part of your Lordship, I 
have dared to take the liberty of supplicating Uiat 
yon would be pleased to remember it, on an occasion 
which touches so nearly the people confided to ray 
pastoral solicitude,"" 

But in spite of the urgent appeal of the Bishop, 
and the recommendations of the Governor General, 
the wishes of the Canadian Parliament were not 
uitertained. 

Lord Bathurst addressed the Bishop of Quebec in 
French, giving his reasons for it.f 

" I have tbe honor to aoknowledge the receipt of the 
letter which yuu addressed to meonthe 38th of April, 
in which you acquaint me with the desires (A the 
catholic subjects of His Majesty, that a Bill which 
has passed both bouses of the Provincial Parliament, 
for the encouragement of educaticm in the conntry 
parishes, be sanctioned by His Majesty." 

" 1 assure you, Mgr. that it will always give me 
pleasure to make known to His Majesty your seiH 
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timente upon every thing connected with the weliate 
of those confided lo yoar pastoral caie ; and if I da 
not find myself at present in a condition to announce 
to yon thai the Bill in question has received Hie Mar 
jesty'a sanction ; it ia only because, that with every 
disposition to give the catholics some means of edu- 
cation, which they think more satisfactory than those 
which they enjoy to day, His Majesty believes it 
necessary to the general interests of the colony, to 
defer the consideration of that Bill, till the Legisla- 
tors shall have decided upon some other measures, 
which have been a long time under discussion ; and 
which the Governor General has received orders to 
submit again to their consideration in the next session. 
" I have the honor to be, Monse^eur, &c., &c." 
The measures, to which the Colonial Secretary 
made allusion, related to the question of subsidies. 
In the name of Hyi Majesty, the Governor General had 
demanded, that the Civil List be voted for the duTB' 
tionofthe King's life, according to the practice in 
England. The House of Assembly refused to adopt 
that plan, but offered to make annual appropriations 
for the Civil List, in consequence of the frequent fluc- 
tuations of the amount af annual revenue in the Pro- 
vince. 

They were annoyed at the Colooial OlGce by that 
nfusal, and sought to coerce the representativea, by 
lefneing their sanction to laws, advantageous to the 
whole catholic peculation. Prom yearto year the hopei 
of the friends <^ public instruction were deceived ; rnmi* 
seiable coteiie, oppose^ to the instituti(His, the raligion 
atkd language of the people, held in spite ot them, 
the direction of a society which had, at its diapo»U, 
the money raised from catholics-, and which &ey 
used against Catholicism. It was <»ily ia 1824 that 
they could obtain a measure allowing the vestries for 
the lYiutees of the ecctetiostical and tchool revenues ia 
the country parishes, the right of possessing lands 
and houses for the establishment of parish sohocds. 
At a later period the rights of justice triumphed, com- 
mon schools were fonnded, and the royal institation 
11 
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disappeared ; without having produced the results 
which its partizans had expected from it. 

In 1821 the Bishop ■visited the diatrici of Gaspe, for 
the second time ; there were as yet no roads to connect 
the small establishments scattered along the shores of 
the St. Lawrence and the Bay of Chaleur. 

He was harassed and fatigued by a journey, so 
trying to a man of his years ; on his retom to Quebec, 
he found a mass of accummulated business, which 
no body could put in order but himself. Numerous 
written consultations on the part of Mgr. de Telmesse 
and many ctir^s of the district of Montreal awaited 
him at hia office, as well as letters from priests 
belonging to the Districts of Quebec and Three Rivera. 
Some of Ihem requiring long and tedious researches, 
only to be made by prodigious labor, others by their 
number and often by their insignificance embarassed 
his work ; like the clouds of flies 'which aimoy the 
traveller without doing him any other harm than by 
delaying him longer than more serious obstacles 
would have otherwise done. But his great assiduity 
and faculty of unravelling complicated business soon 
mastered these arrears and in one week left him free 
to attend to his ordinary correspondence. 

The difficult question touching the ecclesiastical 
government of Montreal was still in agitation ; he 
desired much to cede that district completely to Mgr. 
Lartigne, and to induce the British Oovemment to 
lecc^^nize him as vicar apostolic and timlar Bishop. 
He wrote to Dr. Poynter begging him to ascertain 
whether the disposition of the Ministry in England, 
bad imdergone any change upon that subject " I 
find," replied Mgr. d'Halie, that Mgr. Lartigue con- 
cerns himself much about his title in partibtu infidc 
Uum, and believes that things would work better, if 
he bore the title of Bishop of Montreal. But Lord 
Bathnrst is so opposed to it, that if I spoke to him 
now upon that business, I should do more harm than 
good. M. Gottlbum informed me lately that the oppo- 
aitum of Lord Bathnrst did not proceed so much tzom 
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hid own ideas, as from the disposition of eome of 
ttiose, with 'whom he ia connected." 

At the same time Mgr. Plessis addressed to the 
Bishop of Telmesee, some advice and consolation 
calculated to sustain and encourage him in the midst 
of the howling tempest. 

"We should know how to remain calm," said he 
to him, " in the midst of a storm that will have bat 
one time cum his qui oderunt pacem eram pacifieta. 
After ail, those men all esteem you, only they find your 
bark a little rough. Many complain that you aie 
sharp and exacting, and that you do not know how to 
humour your people sufficiently. For myself, I am. 
convinced to the contrary, and I am persuaded that 
you will gain them all over by showing a little more 
deference." 

Through motives of prudence, or turned aside by 
pressing occupations, Mgr. Plessis had not as yet 
published any details of the precise objects or results 
of his journey to Europe. In his mandement of the 
6th December, 1822, he undertook to do this, he 
hoped that an exposS, clear and explanatory of all his 
proceedings to obtain the division of hia diocese, 
would perhaps bring together again those minds 
that bad been led astray by false representations. 
After having dwelt upon the principal objects of his 
voyage, he made allusion to the difficulties raised 
arotmd Mgr. Telmesse, in his episcopal district. 

'* We &ve not learnt," said he, " without great 
affliction, that in a certain district the jurisdiction of 
one of these worthy bishops has been contested ; bat we 
dare flatter ourselves, that after the simple exposS of 
our proceedings, and the dispositions of the Holy See, 
that more judicious reflexiona will effect a reconcilia* 
tion, uniting the hearts and filling up our wishes for 
the edification of the church, the union of its mem- 
bers, and their perfect submission to the views of the 

Sovereign Pontiff " 

This mandement did not arrest the agitation, which 
waa still great ; but it had the effect of enligbteoing 
those minds which were not prejadiced, and wait^ 
11' 
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these explanations, iu onler to decide upon wfaieli 
party they would follow. 

In closing the instructions which he addiessed in 
that document to the clergy, and to the faithful of the 
districts of Montreal, of Three Rivera, and of Quebec ; 
the prelate annoanced the establishment of certain 
fttea, accorded to the diocese ; and be declared at 
the same time that the fSte du aacerdoce, celebrated 
in the country since the year 1777, would ceaae in 
futare, and that the ecclesiastics of the diocese would 
no longer be permitted to recite the service for it.* 

VII 

IiiUi(ilca Tor aaitiag (Ji>p«r ud Lower Canada— LalUi U Sir John SbaC' 
brooke — Protest orCaDadiaos — He^m. Papjacaii and NeilKiii dqutcd la 
Enclaiid — FelicitatioiK and advice of Mgr Fleaait to M. Pajiiuau — Sue 
c<M or the Canadian) — Fathotiun of M<rr. Fleoi* — Abaeoco ol Kgt, 
HuDonell— laSrmUta — U. DouDct — ThooKbt ol death — KokiHM 
■nddeath — Oeneral conMematioa — Funeral — nataea and ntnenoflha 
Sovenign Pofitiffand Cardinal*, of Mgr. Poyaiw, at'lioid DaUKHine. 

Towards the close of the summer of 1822, every- 
body was astonished to learn, that in the english House 
of Commons, a bill of very grave import to Canada, 
had been discussed at great length ; and had tmly 
been withdrawn at the entreaties oi the friends of the 
country : the Legislative Union of Upper and Lower 
Canada, based upon the gradual extinction of fiench 
institutions, had been proposed. 

The bill had been presented with the sanction of 
the Imperial Government, by Mr. Wilmot, who wished 
it to be adopted before the parties interested had any 
knowledge of it. "I entreat you," he said, " toado^ 
this measure upon the spot, for if yoa wait for another 
year, so many petitions will be addressed to yon. 
against it, that it will be difficult to maice it succeed, 
notwithstanding tbe advantages it will present to those 
who will reject it through ignorance or prejudice." 
With the union of Upper and Lower Canada, Ibo 
authors of the bill had slipped in their favorite mea- 
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sures ; the abolition of the french language, the snb- 
jecti<»i of the catholic church, the deatmction of the 
ancient jurispradence of the country, the most odious 
isJQStJce towards the French Canadians in the num- 
ber of electoral Colleges. A retired mercfaaat who 
had 8till some commercial connections with Canada, 
was the first to give the alarm, as to the iniquity of 
the measure. Many Members of the House of Com- 
niOTis, among whom were Sir James Mcintosh, and 
others, protested loudly against a Jaw which was 
designed to overthrow the institutions of a people, 
withont consulting them, without even informing them 
of it. Mr Lyrabumer, then resident in England, and 
who in 1791 had been in favor of the Union, also 
declared himself against the introduction of the mea- 
snre ; because since that epoch, numerous and great 
interests had arisen, based upon the separation of the 
Provinces. Moved by a tardy sense of justice, the 
Government were obliged to withdraw the bill for the 
time, with the exception of some clauses relating to 
the tenure of lands in Lower Canada, and the regu- 
lation of trade and Finance. 

From all parts of Lower Canada there arose a 
unanimous concert of reprobation, against a measure 
clearly elaborated for the purpose of subjecting Lower 
Canada to the tyranny of her old enemies. 

Firmly persuaded that the first movers of that pro- 
ject lived in this Province, and meditated the annihi- 
lation of the catholic religion, and the enslaving of 
the Canadians ; Mgr, pTessis hastened lo have re- 
course to his friends in England, He addressed 
Mgr. Poynter, Mr. Lymbumer and some others ; and 
as he knew Sir John Sherbrooke was sincerely 
attached to the prosperity of the country, he wrote him 
the following letter : 

" The breach that separated our two chambers has 
been widened rather than closed . . .In general, things 
have gone wrong since your departure ; and this cir- 
cumstance justifies Ihe very sincere grief, which I 
experienced in seeing yon leave this Province, before 
having had time to consolidate the good that yonr 
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presance had operated. The remedy which was sug- 
gested last spring in the English House of Commons, 
will assuredly do more harm than good. 

To reunite the two provinces in one Parliament, 
to attack the religion of the country, to take measures 
for setting aside the language of a very great majority 
of theiDhabitaats of the province, are measures which 
one would suppose the members of the Imperial Par- 
liament would never trouble themselves about ; if they 
had not been suggested from here, by some of toe 
persons you know, and who, by the help of the new 
order of things, would like to concentrate anew the 
autberity in their own hands ; and remove from the 
management of public affairs the persons most in- 
terested in the general welfare of the country. The 
mass of the Canadians have united to petition the 
King and the Imperial Parliament, that no change be 
made in the constitution, as it has existed since 1791 . 
As to the reunion of men's minds, that will easily 
take place under every Governor, who to other 
excellent qualities, know how to add that of distrust- 
ing the persons who beset him, and would listen to 
the complaints of the people. It washy such means, 
that yoD were enabled to establish peace between 
those persons who were as opposed, one to the other, 
as they are at this present time. 

The Bishop of Quebec thought also of appealing 
to the justice and prudence of Lord Bathuret ; but 
after having seriously reflected upon it, he believed 
it better to await the success of the addresses which 
were being prepared in all the parishes of Lower 
Canada, and the result of the representations that 
would be made by the deputies sent to England. 

Messrs. Papineau and Neilson were chosen as the 
envoys of the province, to present to the King and to 
the two Houses of the Imperial Parliament, the 
petition against the union ; bearing nearly sixty 
thousand signatures. The Canadians from all parts, 
hastened to protest against the yoke that was to be 
imposed upon them, tor the prom of the inhabitants 
of the upper province. 
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Mgr. Flessis was at this time confined with sickness 
to the Geneial Hospital, but in spite of the oideis ctf 
his physician be could not refiain from addressing a 
letter to M- Papineau, giving him valuable instruc- 
tions. 

" We cannot," he wrote to that eminent patriot, 
" praise too much your devotion to your country. It 
is so much the more meritorious, that you have to 
make head against obstinate and powerful enemies, 
who seek to close every avenue against you, and who 
have the secret of amalgamating their interests with 
those of the government. I dare not flatter myself 
that you will gain access to the ministry. I have 
written to Sir John Shetbrooke, to Mr. Adam Lym- 
bumer and to Doctor Poynter, the catholic Bishop of 
London, to whom I have transmitted a copy of the 
Union Bill as projected last summer by the Imperial 

Government Mr. Adam Lymburner who lives 

«t London, may give you very good counsel. He is 
a true friend of this country, where he passed a part 
of his life ; and you know that he was deputed by 
the province to obtain the Statute of 1791. 

. . . . " You must expect that most of these Gentle 
men will blame the house of Assembly of Lower 
Canada, for havin? refused at its lasl session, the 
civil list as demantftd in the name of the King by 
Lord Dalhonsie. I doubt not that such a refusal has 
been the canse of bringing in this Union Bill, of which 
yon may believe that all the clauses came from here."" 

For the honor and advantage of England, the 
ministers decided to repel the tyraimical projects of 
the Mends of the Union, the moment they were 
enlightened upon the true sentiments of the Canadian 
people. 

The deputation was completely successful: Messrs. 
Papineau and Neilson, having been informed by the 
Secretary of the Colonies, that the Goyeniment had 
no intention of submitting to Parliament a measure 
for the union of the Provinces, had not even to present 

* Latter to U. Papineau, 4th Juiunrf, IS!3. 
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the petitions which had been confided to Ihem ; tbey 
were farther told, that if the qneBtimi was ftgais 
bronght upon the tapis, they wonld give the Cana- 
dians notice of it, that they might defend their cause 
before the British Parliament. 

To avert the danger that Lower Canada inonrred 
by that attack, concerted with machiavellian cnnning 
by its 4X)mm(m enemies, Mgr. Plessis exeited all his 
eoei^es with the clergy and the people, to increase 
tbe signatures to the petition against the Union. He 
had been a long time accustomed to meet the fanatical 
attacks made against the civil and religious liberty <^ 
his compatriotB. He could always indicate the men 
in power, who plotted in secret to oppress the 
Caaadians, and as in tbe first years of his episct^Hi^, 
he was stUl ready to defend his couBlry against the 
attempts made to enslave it. 

Wfule the storm raged withont, and threatened all 
the Canadian population, the little iaternal war cod* 
tinucd at Montreal. Two brochures were published 
against the rights of Mgr. Telmesse ; two othen 
appeared to defend the aathority of the fiisbops ; 
some writers announced their iatention of continuing 
the struggle. Mgr. Plessis was of opialon that a 
Umger discussion would become neeless ; that it 
would scandalize the faithful and rejoice the pRV 
testants, without resulting In any advantage to le- 
ligimi. Both parties had already exhausted all ^xai 
stock of argument and there was nothing left to do^ 
btit to repeat them ot descend to personalities. By 
hia energetic measures with some, and his (»ndeiie« 
with others, he succeeded in quelling this war of 
brochures ; though the public journals which wei« 
not under his control, continued to debate the questicHi, 
but upon ground far removed from that upon which 
it had been first placed. 

The Bishop of Quebec had submitted his maad*- 
nwat to the Holy See, and waited with patienee the 
decision of Rome, which was delayed by the death 
of Pins VII., and was afterwards deferred from year 
to year. He had the consolation, however, b«ore 
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his death e^ assisl ing at the ccmsecr&ticm of the church 
of St. Jamee, built upon land doe to the liberality of 
th« Honcvable Denis Benjamin Viger, and where the 
Bi^)^ of Telmesee intended to fix his episcopal see, 
-whtn the district of Montreal would be erected into 
a separate diocese. 

In 1823, Mgr. MacDonell went to England for the 
purpose of inducing the ministry not to offer any 
obetaeles to the erection of Upper Canada into a 
BisfaopTic. During his absence, the ecclesiastical 
government of the whole province fell upon Mgr. 
Plessis, and added immensely to his ordinary labor. 
Fortunately, he found upon the limits of the upper 
[Htwince, a respectable ecclesiastic, M. Manseau, who 
was named grand vicar and charged with the admin- 
istration of the episcopal district confided to Mgr. 
. MacDtxiell. The wisdom and prudence of the ad- 
ministrator deserved sincere thanks on the part of 
ibo Biehf^ of Quebec. 

Age and infirmities, however, began now to make 
their impression upon a constitution naturally strong 
and robust, but which never had been taken care of ; 
anxieties, watchinga and assiduous labor, had by 
de^iees imdermined it. For some years, Mgr. Plessis 
seemed to be preparing himself for the approach <^ 
(^th, even when it might be reasonably supposed to 
be far in the future. He oilen spoke of it to his 
M^de, and reminded them that that event could 
Bot be long delayed. 

M. Andr6 Doucet who had been curfe of Quebec 
and grand vicar, had acquired a great share in the 
aflboti<»i8 of his bishop. He was an amiable man, a 
t»i}liant omtor, and loved by all who knew him ; bat 
be was deficient in one necessary quality to a ciu^, 
above all to such a cur6 as that oi the city of Quebec. 
His ai&irs fell into a confusion from which he fonnd 
himself quite unequal 1o the task of extricating them. 
This defect so discouraged him, that he resigned his 
cute in 1814, and finally left the diocese. His friends 
Esgietted his departure sincerely, but he felt the 
necessity of retiring, and passed a year at La Tra[^ 



Dictzed by Google 



178 

-d'Aiguea-Belte, in Savoy, and afterwaids devoted 
himseli' to some missions, which his bishop had moch 
at heart. He had been many years coi6 of Aigyle, 
in Nova Scotia, when he decided upon reqaestiog 
|>ermisaion to reenter his old diocese. In the bishop's 
reply, that thought of death, which as we have said, 
was constantly before his eyes, presents itself. 

" As to me, my dear child, I shall see you with 
much pleainre, yon know my affection for yon, and 
it will not belie itself. Yon are about forty-one years 
of age. I have completed sixty, see how the years 
paas. I will not say to yon like Horace : " Ekeu ! 
fugaees, Poathume, Poalhume, lebttniur antU! but 
more cbrietianly and after our divine Saviour : Am- 
bulate d^m lucent habetis; venit nox in qud iwrao 
potest operari. " 

" The longest life is that, which like yours and 
mine, has been chequered by a great number of events 
and changes of place, but what is all that in com- 
parison with ihe eternity towards which we are 
running."* 

. He bad been subject for some years to inflamma- 
tory rheumatism, which gave him little repose, and a 
wound in his leg, at this period, became so enla^^d 
as to give his friends deep anxiety. His sufferings 
were so great, that it required extraordinary courage 
to continue at the same time his weighty occupatione. 
He was nevertheless, compelled at certain violent 
periods of bis sickness, to lay aside all business, 
retire to the General Hospital and place himself 
nnder the care of his doctor. 

At the close of 1825 a serious fit of hie sickness 
obliged him to return to the Hospital ; and it was 
from thence that he wrote to the Bishop of Telmesfie 
on the SMh November : " This is the first letter I have 
written afler six days, and I have been obliged to 
resimie it many times." 

CcHitrary to the advice of his doctor, he would persist 
in busying himself with the affairs of bis diocese. One 

* Letter lo M. Donoei, 19 Apci! 1833. 
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of bis lastthooghtswasforRome. Tile magnificent basi- 
lica of St. Paul haviag been destroyed by fire, the 
Sovereign Pontifi caUed upon the zeal of all the 
faithful of the Universe to contribute to its reestablish- 
ment. 

The Bishop of Quebec, who had a particular 
devotion to Sf, Paul, and who had visited with 
veneration the church where the apostJe of nations is 
honored, welcomed the demand of tlie Holy Father 
with earnestness, and published a magnificent letter 
recommending a collection. 

In writing to the Bishop of Telmesse of the appeal 
that he had made to the charily of his diocesans, he 
sent a few words about himseu. 

" It is not necessary to tell you, that 1 have been 
so unwell as to alarm our friends here, who have 
sent for Monseigneur the coadjutor, I am a little 
better withotit being well." 

On the 4th of December he had heard mass in one 
of the Halls of the Hospital, and had received the 
Holy Communion ; at about two in the afternoon, he 
conversed with his doctor and was speaking in praise 
of M. Lefrancois, care of St. Augustin, who by his 
vigilance had succeeded in banishing luxury from his 
parish, when he suddenly lost his speech : he sank 
down ; the doclor gave the alarm ; several of the 
attendants ran eagerly to his assistance, but he was 
already dead. 

The news of his death spread instantly through all 
parts of the city of Quebec, and was received with 
the most profound grief. 

That death seemed to produce a void which nothing 
could fill. The Bishop of Saldes was above all, over- 
whelmed with the prospect of the succession to the 
vacancy. 

" You cannot think in what embarrassment we 
find ourselves here," he wrote to Mgr. Poynter ; 
*' and what can I do, at ray age of seventy-three for 
the expedition of business, which is ever multiplying 
more and more ?" 
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The first stupor overcome, they thought of Tender- 
ing to the illustiioua deceased the honors which were 
so justly his due. He had often said that he felt no 
repufuance at the idea of his body being opened after 
his death. Messrs. Fargues, Paiochaud and Parant 
were the surgeons selected for that tasli, which they 
performed in presence of many members of the clei^. 
His heart was taken out to be deposited at the chnrch 
of St. Roch. 

Oa the 6th, his body was transferred to the chnrch 
of the Hotel- Dieu, accompanied by a guard of honor, 
by the clergy of the city and the neighboring parishes, 
and by an immense crowd of the faithful. 

The next day it was transferred from the Hotel- 
Dieu io the cathedral, in the midst of an eager crowd 
of citizens of all classes, and of all denominations. 
Immediately after the coffin, walked the Governor 
General, Lord Dal housie, the superior Officers of the 
gairison, the Members of the Executive and Legis- 
lative Councils, and the Judges of the Court of King's 
Bench. By virtue of a general order, all the troops 
of the garrison composed of the 7]st and 79th regi- 
ments, and of a detachment of royal artillery, assisted 
tmder arms and fired minute guns ; the stores and 
shops were closed ; nothing was neglected to prove 
the general mourning. 

On the arrival of the funeral at the Cathedral, the 
crowd became so great, that the spacious building 
could only contain a part of the assistants. Divine 
Service was chanted by Mgr. Panet, overcome still 
more by grief than years. The funeral oration was 
pronounced by M. Demers, Superior of the Seminary, 
who had been named Vicar General in the preceding 
month of June ; he performed his task with an elo- 
quence which responded to the yearnings of all 
hearts. 

It was nearly one o'clock when the remains of the 
venerated prelate, regretted so sincerely by his flock, 
were deposited in a brick vault, on the left side of the 
altar, under that part of the sanctuary which he had 
indicated himself; where he had been accustomed to 
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offer up his tliaiikag;iving8 and to pass a considerable 
time in prayer after mass. 

At two o'clock of the same day, his heart, enclosed 
in a cylindrical Vase of Crystal, waa borne solemnly 
from the General Hospital to the Charch of Saint 
Soch, a numerous Clergy preceded the litter iip(» 
which the precious vase was placed. The Tnntees 
performed the office of bearers, and the Citizens of 
the Suburb <^ Saint Roch followed the procession in 
crowds. 

After a solemn service sung by Mgr. Panel, the 
Crystal vase which contained the heart, was enclosed 
in a leaden box and placed in an excairation built in 
the wall of the Chapel of Saint Roch. The spot is 
covered by a metal plate, engraved with the name oi 
the deceaseds 

On the 21st December following, Mgr. Panet an- 
nounced to Dr. Poynter, the loss that Canada had 
experienced. 

" It is with grief that I announce to your Grace, 
the sudden and unexpected death of my predecessor, 
which we all deplore. It tcx)k place on the 4th inst., 
at Ihe moment when his medical attendant had just 
told him that he found him belter. It is an irrepara- 
ble loss to the diocese. Everybody here, Protestants 
as well as Catholics, have been much afflicted by it. 

Mgr. Poynter replied in terms which deserve to be 
produced here : 

" I unite sincerely in the sentiments of your lord- 
ship, on the occasion of the sorrowful event which 
has deprived the diocese of Quebec of a prelate so 
distinguished — the faithful of an affectionate father 
and a faithful friend — the clergy of its model and 
support — and I will do myself the honor to add, 
which has taken away from you and me, a dear 
friend."* 

Similar praises came from sources the most vener- 
ated. Mr. Robert Gradwell, grand vicar and agent of 
Mgr. Plessis at Rome, acquainted Mgr. Panel with 

* Leiter of Mgr. Foyoier, 37th Jmouj, 1836. 
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the deep impression that had been made upon the 
soTGreiga pontiff, and upon the caidinals who knew 
Mgr. Pfessis, when they heard of his death. 

" A few days afler my last letter to Mgr. Plessis, I 
liad the grief to learn that the church had lost that 
great prelate. The Pope and the members of the 
propaganda have been profoundly afflicted at the 
news." 

" Very dear Lord," wrote Cardinal Somaglia, pre- 
fect of that venerable congregation, " our souls have 
been struck with the most profound grief in learning 
the lamentable news of the death of the iiluetrions 
bisbop, Jos. Oct. Pleaaia," 

The civil anthorities joined in these testimonies of 
universal regret. Lord Dalhousie consigned them in 
a letter to Mgr. Panet. 

" Taking a sincere part in the general grief, I will 
permit myself to offer you ray condolences upon the 
afflicting loss, that we have experienced by the death 
of Mgr. Plessis, Roman Catholic Bishop of the 
diocese of Quebec. The people of this province of 
all classes of society have rendered justice to his 
virtues and his character ; the church has lost a vene- 
rable prelate ; the people a firm and indefatigable 
guardian of its spiritual interests. The King a loyal 
and faithful subject. As the representative of His 
Majesty in this place, I am particularly happy to 
acknowledge his continual attention and kind acts 
to me personally ; they have produced that harmony, , 
which existed in all our relations, and you may 
judge that I experience a sincere grief, together 
with the whole country, in this sad circumstance." 

The same favourable judgment of Mgr. Plessis was 
entertained by all those who had the advantage of 
knowing him. 

Among the Pontiffs who have governed the church 
of Canada, he held with Mgr. de Laval the first rank 
for zeal, for that spirit of order, firmness in main- 
taining discipline, conrage to maintain the interests 
of the church against the great and powerful, and 
disinterestedness the most complete. A model to his 
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flock by hig virtues, he enlightened them by hie^ 
science, goided them by Mb wisdom and protecled 
tfaem by his prodence. The Canadian people will 
therefore ever preserve a most profound respect, a 
sincere gratitude and an iinalterable esteem (or 
their venerable Bishop, the illustrions Joseph Octave 
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